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70 THE 
BOOKSELLER 


STR, Os HIS0S 
NEED not tell you with what ſucceſs 
_ you publiſhed the "Excellent; Treatiſe, 
THE WHOLE DUTT OF MAN: 

It 1s your Felicity: to -be again inftrymental 
to the profit of This Church and Nation, 
by your Edition of theſe Religious and Prudent 
Inſtrydtions. And although the Addreſs be 
not ſo Univerſal in this, as in the former ; yer 
thjs will have a large influence upon other Con- 
ditions beſides Gentlemen: Their Converſe, 
if reformed, will be exemplary and operative 
upon -others. A Gezxtry that would ford an 
obedient Ear to theſe Admonitions, and a Clergy 
that would to Pieryand Learxing, joyn Humility, 
Modeſty and Sobriety, will be the beft Humane 
means to recover this ſinful Vatzox, and oppreſſed 
Church, from the Miſeries, Spiritual and Civil, 


J 


' - under which we now groan.' So that the Argu-.. 


ment is well choſen, and it is ſo managed, that I 
know not what a Reader that is ſomewhat moroſe 
can defire which is not here, The Author keeps 
cloſe to his intended Province and Deſign, his 
Reaſoxsareſinewy and convincing, his Reproofs 
are ſevere and grave, yet pleaſing; and they 

A} whom 
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whom he chides, muſt needs love him. There 
is nothing in his Periods redundant or defective ; 
he hath a Native elegarcy that invites his Rea- 
der ; Variety of Learning couched not vaunted ; 
and a Perſþicuity ſuch, as will make his Reaſon- 
ings appear toa weak Eye: A Maznual which is 
enriched with all theſe Graces, ſhall (I truſt) not 
only be frequently and attentively peruſed, but 
thatit will tively affect, and ſit cloſe to the Reins, 
and penetrate the Heart of the Reader, eſpecially 
that Reader for whom it is deſigned ; and for this 
Bleſſing on the Gertry, it is our Duty to ſolicite 
the Divine Goodneſs. | þ 


SARVM, 
27.0G0b.1659. 


Yonr aſſured Friend, 
Hum. H. 
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PREFACE. 


5 'HE Authority of Cuſtom hath ſo much 
| a more general prevalency than that of 
Truth ; that he that ſhall adventure to 
aſſault that with this, may be thought not to have 
well digeſted the prudent Caution 'of our Saviour, 
Luke 14.31. Toit down and conf1der whe- 
ther he be able with ten thouſand to meet 
him that cometh againſt him with twenty 
thouſand; for doubtleſs ſuch, and much preater is 
the odds between theſe two Litigants, And to the 
imputation of this unwarineſs I cannot bat foreſee the 
preſent Defign very liable. | 
2. GENTILIT Y has lng ſince confuted 
Job's Aphoriſm, Man is born to labour, -and i- 
Niead thereof, has pronounced to its Clients the Rich 
man's Requiem, Soul take thine eaſe, eat, drink 
A 4 and 


py 


i ———— 


THE PREFACE. 


and be merry. A Gentleman ir now ſuppoſed to 
be only a thing of pleaſure, a creature ſent into the 
World; as ra; Le wich into the deep, to take his 
paſtime therein, ( and the better to complete the 
P arallel,to devour hit underlings too ) and then will 
be no wonder if it be adjudged a ridiculous Solaciſm 
#0 attempt to wr his Calling, whoſe very Eſſence 
is thought to conſiſt in having none. Nay, perþaps 
it will be deemed nat only abſurd but malicious, ' a 
Leveling projef, of robbin T of bis Birth-right, | 
of degrading him from be us ages, which be- 
"y to bis quality, and of mould; ng him again into that 

vulgar Maſs, from which p46, Providence and 

humane Laws bave diſtinguiſhed him. . But: from 
thit jealouſie I dare truſt the enſuing, | leaves ro be 
fo own Vindicators. 
3. IHAVE brenm unconcerned ( much leſs 
anſoling) Speflator of the Depreſſion the Gentry | 
have fallen under in theſe latter years, but have pay'd | 
them my ju(t T: ribute of compaſſion : yet I confeſs [* 
think thoſe ſcarce worthy aregret, in compariſon with 
thoſe voluntary deſcents, ” too many of them have made 
from true worth and vertue. 'Tis ſure a far leſs de- 
plorable ſpeRacle to ſee a Gentleman ſpoiled of his 
Fortune by his Conſcience, than his Luxury, and to 
behold bim under the ſtroke of the He yon. _y 


under 
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under thoſe more infamous Executioners,: bis Luſt, or 
Intemperance, Tet 1 ſear if the Martyrology even of 
theſe ſuffering Times were ſcanned, V enus and 
Bacchus would be found to have had many more 
Mariyrs, than God on Loyalty. ; 
 4- BUT. [ confeſs it an jmpertinence thus to 
'F > the two miſchiefs of doing and ſuffering ll, 
ſince "tis certain the latter is to be reſalped into the for- 
mer, and has no exiſtence of it ſelf, but what it de- 
rives from that. Puniſbments are but the reſults of 
fm: and therefore whatever Malignity is"in the 
Effet, becomes entirely chargeable upon the Cauſe, 
and we are to look ugon our Vice not only as our greateſt, 
but our only unhappineſs. This Conſideration ſbews 
us the ſource of = Sufferings, and is it ſelf no 
leſs obvious, than thoſe, though one would think it 
as concealed as the head of Nilus, that ſbould'"only_ 
obſerve how many other Originals of our Calamities 
are on yu this 7 fr gs of. ”» 
onah is ſuffered to ſleep ſecurely in the S hip, whi 

jo more —_ np is cal OVEr- 6 , Jo- 
nah 1. 5. Every the leafi ſparkle from without is 
charged as an Incendiary, when alas, like Ftna, our 
own bowels ſend out that fire, which has ſonear re- 
duced us to aſhes. But as in Diſeaſes we account . 


the Diſcovery of the Cauſe the firſt and moſt neceſſary 
5 + ns E tn 


THE PREFACE. 
ſtep tothe Cure ," ſo certainly is it here, the conviflion 
of our guilt is a moſt indiſpenſable Preparative to- 
wards the eaſe of our Preſſures, and we muſt be hea- 
vy laden in the Chriſtian ſenſe, Matth. 11. 28. 

before we ſhall ceaſe to be ſo in the Civil, 
5: BUT Tfear menproceed in this affair rathey 
Bike Moumtebanks than good Phyſicians, uſe ſome Pal- 
liating Medicines to al.y the effeAs,or perhaps Ano- 
dynes to ſlupifie the Patient, and wholly negle& the 
Foot of the Malady. Nor do I appropriate this Er- 
ror to the Gentry, tis 109 viſible that all ſorts: and 
qualities have too juſt_a claim to it, to let any one go 
away with the Incloſure. But betauſe the pre ent 
Defipn makes. them my peculiar Province, I ſhall, 
waving all others, aire, my ſelf at this time t9 them 
only, with this moſt, 7 aug Requeſt, that they 
would not uſe that cruelty to themſelves, for which 
Armalek ſtands branded towards Iſrael, Deut. 25. 
18. by their perſevering Impieties ſmite and deſlroy 
thoſe feeble and faint Remains of their former Felici. 
ries; but that they would now at laſt ſeriouſly advert 
to this their ſo great and important concernment,. and 
pitch upon the true Achan, that has thus long trou- 
led their Iſrael. Andhat being done, that ſtory 
direfs the next ſlep of the Proceſs, eventhe bringing 
him to execution, cutting that off, which will elſe in- 
Fr |. --... --:. _ 
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fallibly bring down a Fatal Exciſion upon themſelves L 
. Nor is this to be deferred, for alas the Diſeaſe is come 


z0 too great a height, too dangerous a Crilts,zo admit 
any delay of the Remedy. | 
- 6.. WHEN Egypt had ſmarted under a ſuc- 


ceſſion of miraculous plagues for detaining the 1ſra- 


elites, the Servants of Pharaoh importune him to 
releaſe them, and conclude their advice with this Pa- 
thetique enforcement, Knowelt thou not yet that 
Egypt is deſtroyed ? And God knows I may but too 
properly give the ſame edge to mine; For alas, 
Gentlemen, are not your Eſtates waſted, your Pri- 
vilegges violated, your S plendors eclipſed, your Per- 
ſons reſtrained, your- Families broken and ſbattered, 
your Dignities trampled upon by the meaneſt of the 
Vulpar,and finally your ſelves quite tranſpoſed jn your 
lation, now made the Tail who were once the 
Head, Deut. 28:4 4. And is it not yet time to diſ- 
miſs thoſe Sins which are the Authors of all thu 2 If 
you are flill of Pharaoh's mind, and reſolve to re- 


tainthem, you are certainly no leſs obſlinate than he, 


but'much more irrational. He' had ſomewhat of vi- 
ſible advantage to tempt him to detain the Iſraelites, 
they were his S laves,wrought hard at hit work, buile 


C 


him Cities. But how ou is that from the Caſe here ! 
They are not your, Slaves, but your Task-maſters, 


which 
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which you are ſo unwilling to part with, thoſe that ſer | 


you to the vileſt and moſt ſervile Drudgeries,and are 
ſo far from bringing you in profit, that I may boldly 
make the Apoſiles ct allenge, Rom. 6. 21, What 
fruit have,you had of thoſe. things ? And doubr 
wot the only account you can bring in of your Harveſt, 
ruſt be the Inventory of your Miſeries. We are wit- 
neſſes of many Houſes, many Cities they have demo- 
liſh'd' and laid waſte, but we have no ſirufure of 
theirs to ſhew, but a Babel of Confuſion. 

7. BUT alas, theſe your ſecular Ruines are 
but their modeſt and perty out-rages. Take another 
view of them,and it will like Ezekiel's Viſion, Ezek. 
6.8. preſent you with more and greater abomina. 
tions than theſe,even the abomination of deſo- 
lation in the holy place. Tour fins have-not only 
deſolated your own houſes, but Gods. That Beauty 
of his Ornament which he ſet in Majeſty, Ezek. 
7.20. hath by theſe your deteſtablerhings been ex: 
poſed to ſpoil and pollution. We are mt yet grown ſo 
old in our miſeries as to have out-worn the ag gravati- 
an of remembring our happier eſtate. And how ſad, how 
wounding a contemplation is 'it to compare the paſt and 
preſent condition of T his Church? When the 
Temple was rebuilding, the joy of that reſtauration 


could not ſuppreſs the grief of thoſe who remembred 


the 
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the ſo much more Glorious Fabrick of the firſt, but 
they laid the foundation in their tears, the Text ſays; 

T hey wept witha loud voice, Nehem. 3. 1 2. 
But what tears, what ejulations can be bitter or loud 
enough for us, who are to lament not partial and im- 
perfeS repairs, but total ruines and vaſtations, that 
ſee the materials of our Sion now reduced to duft and = 
rubbiſh, who once ſaw them happily compaSied, built 
zogether as a City at unity int ſelf. 

38. A ND. while we thus remember Sion; 
and are our ſelves by the waters of Babylon, tis 
ſure butproger we fit down and weep, bid, as , 
thoſe Captives, Plal. 137. a ſolemn Adieu to all enter- 
tainments j joy and pleaſure. And would God we all, 
particularly you to whom I now ſpeak, did as exafily 
parallel them in this ſad and pious reſentment, as we 
do in the motives of it, that ſo your quarrel to fin 
might be accended to its full height, as that which 
robs you not only of your ſpiritual, but ( that which 
many of you have more guſt of ) your carnal joys alſo. 
Tis your fins, I would I could ſay yours alone, which. 
| have been the perſecuting Sauls, that have thus 

made havock of the Church. The yecuritics, 
Profaneneſs, and Licentiouſnefs of your proſpe- 
rous days made the firſt breaches in her walls : and 
mow the Impenitence and incorrigibleneſs of your 
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calamitone, like the Edomites, cry down with 
her, down with her even to the ground. 
'T was amongſt the Jews a Capital Guilt to curle 
Parent,and ſhall itnow paſs for an eaſie, or no crime, 
not only to curſe but defiroy our common Mother, to 
abet and maintain thoſe troops which thus defie, yea 
invade her ?2 O why ſh2uld you not at laſt recal your 
exiled Piety, and aſſume a holy and becoming indig- 
nation againſt theſe her cruel, her implacable Ene- 
mies * 

9. BUT this you cannot be ſuppoſed to do, 
whilſt you arraign only other mens ſins, and leave 
your own out of the Indifiment. I doubt.not many 
of you do with diſpleaſure, perhaps more than enough, 
charge her ruine upon the immediate Inſiruments, ac- 
cuſe he bold Intruſion of ignorant Teachers, of ha- 
ving depraved her Do&rine ; Ambition and Envy 
of impatient Inferiours,of ſubverting her Diſcipline; 
the Pride and Faflionof buſie Spirits,- of diſturbing 
her Peace ; thegreedy Avarice of $ acrilegious per: 
ſons, of devouring her Patrimony. Aud theſe 1 
ſhall not deny to have been the Weapons that thus 
have mortally wounded her. But bs be remem- 
bred, that theſe were wielded and whened by the 
more general impieties, from whence they borrowed 
their deſlrudive power. And therefore to transfer 


\ 
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the guilt here, is but the artifice of ſlaying Uriah 
with the Sword of the Children of Ammon, 
which you know acquitted not David from being a 
Murderer. No, God knows, herelies a Carkaſs of 
a poor bleeding Church,but which of you our Elders 


are qualified for the purgation the Law a igns in 


that caſe, Deut. 21.8, whichof you can ſay, our 
hands have not ſhed this blood, neither have 
our eyes ſeen it £ > 
..10. YET the leſs capable you are of thus 
waſhing your hands in innocence, the greater 
need you have to waſh them in Penitence, and 
therefore ſince as you are Hons t0 this Mother, the 


' Officeof Avenger of blood devolzes on you, O 


bring forth fruits of Repentance, by diſcharg- 
ing that part faithfully ; drag out theſe Crimioals 
>. 21 La taken HanQuary in your breaſts, and 
there dwell ſecurely, asin a City of Refuge, and 


 hewthemin | an” as Samuel did Agag be- 


fore the Lord. And as your incentives to this are 
infinitely greater and more preſſing, than in other 
murders, ſo will the effefs alſ» vaſily tranſcend 
thoſe of common Tuſlice, That only revenges , but this 
may repair the miſchief, recal he vital ſpirits, and 
reunite the ſcattered limbs of this mangled body. Such 
an Omnipotency is there in ſincere Repentance, that 

it 
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# is able even to effeft a Reſurrefiion. O that you 
would be ambitious of working this Miracle, and. by 
this pious Prodig y beget your Mother, .that you 
would weep ſo long over her aſhes, till that moiſture 
had rendred them prolifical, and you ſee ber ſpring 
out of her Urn, 

- 11: T HIS, vhiss your only way of reverſing 
that extirpating Decree, which theſe Hamans 
( your ſins ) haveprocured. And i "* neplef this, 
Mordecai's menace to Heſter will be too applicable 
to you: if God in his unfathomable mercy ſhould 
cauledeliverance and enlargement to ariſe from 
ſome other place to this poor deſolate Church, yet 
your ſelyes can _ nothing but DeſtruSion. If you 
have no ſenſe of the deſolations of Sion, no pity to' 
fee her in the Duſt, bur ſtill chuſe to cherifb thoſe 
impieties which have brought her thither , yet even 
they will at the laſt, avenge her quarrel, bring you 
thoſe miſeries, the ſenſe whereof it will be impoſſible 
for you to avoid, or extinguiſh. 

12. FOR alas, torepreſent your fins to you as 
the Originals merely of Temporal;whether Private or 
P wick Rumes, is to give you too fair and flattering 
a portraifure of them : theſe are but the light prelu- 

fory skirmiſhes to a more diſmal ſlaughter, the Pro- 
logue to the Fatal Tragedy. Take their full charafier 


| from 
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| fromthe Apoſtle, Rom.6.21. The end of thoſe 
| things is death,even death eternal. It is our uſual 
comfort againſt the perſecutions of men, that they can 
purſut us ns farther than to the grave * there, as 
Job ſpeaks, the weary be at reſt. Buz this Ty- 
rant in our own breaſts has no ſuch limits to its ma- 
lice, butthen eſpecially begins, when all other cruel- 
ties ceaſe, tortures infinitely by the gnawings of that 
worm which never dies, and rhe ſcorchings of 
that fire which never /hall bequenched. /. 
43. A ND now who can ſufficiently wonder at 
the infatuation, that Tou ſhould demur #p0#8 the. diſ- 
miſſing of ſo treacherous a Gueſt, that Tou ſbould 
hor this Viper in your boſoms, which Tou already 
| feel eating your B owels devouring all your temporal 
felicities, and yet takes thoſe but in the way to your 
Heart, your more precious and eternal part e'Tis the 
common maxim even of thiſe that receive advantage 
by the perfidiouſneſs of others,to love the Treaſon, - but 
hate the Traitor : but here is that Rule quite inver- 
ted; Tou hate the Treaſon, are impatient of the af- 
flifling conſequences of your ſin, yet love the Traitor, 
@. in your cloſeſi Embraces, The 4 oftle in- | 
deed forewarns us of the Deceitf alte(s of fo Heb. 
J- 13. but ſurethis is apitch beyond that; this is not 
deceit, but inchantment, ſome powerful Philtrum it 
— en PO. phe © 
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THE PREFACE. 
muſt needs be, that can thus make men in love not on- 
ly with deformity but diſeaſe. 

14. BUT all the Magicians of Egypt 
are not able to ſtand before Moſes, this Magick 
is 1at'ſo irreſiſtible, but that Reaſon and Religion will 
viel Tou countercharms, ' able to diſ-inchant lou, if 
Tot will but ſuffer them to come in'to your aid. Do 
bat once Nlep out of the \Devils Circle, the atual ver- 
rig 0s pi ſuit of your ſinful appetites, and give your 
Faculties fome intermiſſion, ſo much breath from that 
hot chaſe as may qualifie them for a calm conſider ate 
view of other things,and then 'tis certain you will diſ- 
cer; 1hat Vertue has a much more raviſhing appear- 
ance; infinitely more deltlable and enamouri Pp, than 
all the Devils Opticks could pit upon Jae, 50 ft 
and 'moſt guſiful ſenſualities. Do you only beflow 
ſome attentive looks ” her; let her once in at your 

es, andvhen leave her to make her own way to your 

art. And this isſure a very moderate requeſt , that 
Tou will but vouchſaſe to look upon what is thus amti- 
able. And with what pretence can you deny it ? Tou 
who to gaze on thuſe tranſitory Brauties which art 
only your ſnares, flick at no difficuly, will by content 
z0 come” (thoſe of you that have 'm» other motives ) 
even to Church upon that errand + O do not here put 
off your curioſity, where alone it way avail you, but 


—_———— 
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rather take this opportunity of hallowing that ( hi- 
therto prophane ) part of your temper. = 
' 15. I T haz beennone of the Devils meaneſ} or 
unluckieſt Arts to infuſe prejudices into mens minds 
ainſi Chriſtian Practice, by repreſenting it in 
the moſt averting Forms. He changes ſhapes 
with it, and as he transforms himſelf into an Angel 
of light,ſo he does this into one of Darknele,: makes 
it appear a State of the moſt dilmal ſadneſs and 
horror, 4 region of Antipodes t all Toy and 
chearfulneſs. And how much more ready men are to © 
take the Devil at his word than Chriſt at his, who 
profeſſes his Yoke cali aud bs Burden light,ap- 
pears too viſible in the general averſeneſs thoſe have to 
Piety, who never ſo much, as tried it, but take up im- 
plicit confuſed prejudices againſt it, and retain thoſe 
as faſt, as if they were the produ}s of many years 
coſily experiences. And tis to be ſeared, theſe have 
taken the deepeſt root inthe richeſt Soil, they ſeem+ 
ing no where more to flouriſh, than among you. of th e 
higheſt Quality. Tet ſure, of all others, Tou are mſi 
obliged to eradicate them they implying ſuch a groſs in- 
juſtice, as any ingenuous mind mul} be aſbamed of. 
16. YOU will your ſelves readily pronounce 
that Judge nw only mt; but impudent, that con- 
e 


demns a perſon whoſe cauſe he never beard: yet if 70u 
a 2 wil? 
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will but refle4, you will find your own verdif re- 
bound upon your ſelves, with a Tu es homo; for 
"tis evidently your caſe here. It is time for you there- 
fore to be ſo juſt.if not to Vertue, yet to your own Re- 
'putations,as to retraF that condemnatory ſentence, you 
have paſt upon her, and put'on fo much at leaſt of the 
form of Juſtice, as to give her a fair Trial. But 
this you cannot do by hearing the tongues of men and 
Angels plead for her, none but her ſelf can manage ber 
cauſe, you muſt admit her into your ſociety and con- 
verſe, take her into ſuch a familiarity, - as may bris'7 
her within diſtance of your Obſervation, before you 
pronovince of her. In ſhart, if you will indeed render 
your ſelves competent Judges, whether a Fertuous 
life be a pleaſant or a diſma thing, enter upon it, and 
let your own experiences be your informers. 

17. I CANNOT ſuſpe& the age ſo de- 
generous, as not to believe there are divers particular 
perſons among you,” who have made the experiment, 
and to their Teflimony I dare appeal, aud doubt not 
they will from Judges turn Advocates, and recom- 
mend it to you, and ſure you will have no cauſe in this 
inſtance to wave your wonted Priviledge of being It ts 
ed by your Peers, to except againſt their judgment 
 #n thecaſe, who being placed in equal circumllances 
with you, muſt be ſuppoſed to underſiand your utmol} 

1 Tempta- 
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Temptations to Vice, from whence alone. all the ſeem- 

in cult and uneaſineſſes of Vertue do ariſe,” 
18, I T werethe work of many Volumes to de- 
ſcribe the ſeveral diſtin Advantages towards a plea» 
ſant Being, which are wrapt up inthis one compre- 
henſive Felicity. I ſhall inflance only in that, to 
which the enſuing T rat particularly relates, and 
that's, that it furniſhes you with a ſucceſſion of very 
reeable and chearſul Imployments. Pertue is of 
abuſie and aflive Nature, and as inits ſeveral-Ope- 
rations it has an oppoſition to all the ſeveral. ſorts of 
Vice, ſo in4ts very C onſlitution and Principle it bears 
an avowed Antipathy to that one fertile Seminary of 
moſt other Sins, Idleneſs; and ſure the reſcuing you 
from that is no contemptible Benefit. For though 
you ſeem to challenge it as a conſiderable part of your 
Inheritance, that you may live and do Nothing, and 
are very tenacious of that Claim; yet, tis. moſt evi- 
dent, that what you contend for, as your Priviledge, 
your ſelves eſteem your burden, yea ſo much ſo, that 
to be rid of it you caſt away Eſtate, Health, Soul and 
all for company, imploy your ſelves the moſt ruinouſ- 
ly, rather than endare to be Idle , nay quite confute 
your own Pretenſions to eaſe, by thoſe laborious and 
roilſome Vices, which you are fain to call Pleaſures, 
zo render them wlerable, but have certainly nopre: 
a» a 3 tence 
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rence to that Title on any other ſcore,but that they keep 
you doing. 

' 49: A ND now what more grateful Office can 
poſſibly be done for menin this Condition, than to ſbew 
them how they may free themſelves of this lad without 


contrafling a worſe; 1 mean the guilt of thoſe things — 


which like Rehoboam converts Whips into Scor- 
Pions,yet are now fain to be reſorted to, as the only 
inſtruments of their relief. And this a Chriſtian 
Life will be ſure 12 do for you ;, it will conſlantly pro- 
' vide you withinnocent drvertiſements, nay much more, 
it will give you buſineſs, ſo excellent, and worthy the 
dignity of your Nature, ſo 'Noble and anſwerable to 
the $ plendor of your Qualities, ſo every way agree» 
able to the aims of Rational Men, that you will haze 
cauſe to acknowledge with Our Church, that Gods 
Service is perſet Freedom. ; 
20.1 SH ALL notundertake to give you a 
particular view of all the Severals of thoſe Employ- 
ments; Thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel which aſſign 
your Tasks, do ſufficiently inform you of the Nature 
and Excellency of them my whole Scheme is coms- 
priſed in that One, which direfs an Attendance on 
that Calling wherein God hath placed men, and 
therefore | am to treat only of thoſe particular Duties 
which are incumbent on you As entlemen, and 
Pon = HERO therein 
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| therein ſhew you that conſidered as ſuch, you have a 


| Calling, and ſo free you of that reproach and miſery 
of, being unprofitable burdens. of the Earth, and 


then evince to you alſo that that Calling is ſofar from 


| Jt any thing of real toil or uneaſmeſs, that it is 


an Art of fe and ſublimating your Plea- 
fares, rendring ſong af *gufiful and cg and 
ſo will ( if attendediy ) n Yr to you 
your miſtaken pretence 10a Life of ſj and tec 
light. 
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Of Buſineſs and Callings in General.” - 


k. E that by oth and improvidencs. 
diſhpates and conſumes that Stock 
I K which is properly his own,fallsjuft- 
ty under the blunt Cenſure 0 Folly, znd uſually 
under the ſharper and more {marting Penance of 
Poverty and. Want : But he that is but a depu- 


ted er, if he = his Depoſitam 
able to a vier weight both of 's 


fi , is li- 
Os. loquy and 
Diſcipline.The weakneſs of the one may potidly 
meet with ſomewhat of pity ; but the falſen 
and treachery of the other isthe object of an un1- 
verſal deteſtation,and is oftentimes very leverely 
ſentenced by thoſe, who, if they would imparti-. 
ally refle, would fmd themſelves deeply-1nvol- 
ved ut the ſame guilt, 

| >» 2, GOD 
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2 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 
2. GOD has placed Maz in the World, not 

as a Proprietary, but a Steward ; he hath put ma- 

ny eeflene things into his poſſeſſion, but theſe 
ih truſt to be not only kept, but negotiated 
with, and by traffick unproved to the ule of the 
true owner : Yet herein dealing as a moſt boun- 
tifull Maſter, by not only promiſing tranſcendent 
Rewards 1n the future to his fidelity, but even 
annexing at the preſent ( as to the Heifer that 
treadeth out the Corn.) a molt liberal ſubliſtence, 
interweaving his intereſt ſo with his Duty, that 
the diſcharge of it is his only means of being hap- 
py even in this world. 

3. THIS certainly is the ſtate of mankind 
ingeneral ; every ( I mean Rational). perſon ha- 
ving ſomething of this kind intruſted to him.No 
man that hath underſtanding,be that of a higher 
or lower ſize, but hath variety of abilities of one 
ſort or other, and withal that aCtuating power, 
which ſhould ſet them on work. And then ſurely 
he that hath not been excluded from the receits, 
muſt not -pretend an exemption' from the. di{- 

 burſements, the tasks, but- is under a ſtrict oblt- 
gation of improving what he hath thus received, 
of bringing in fruic to the Granary,as well in or- 
der to his own account and joyin theauditing of 
theharveſt,as alſo totheglory of God from whom: 
alone he derives (and muſt impute} both the ſeed, 
. andirripgation, and the very increaſe. And he 
thaton theſe grounds andaccordingtotheſe mea- 
ſures decently adminiſters his Province, ſedu- 
loully attends his duty in this matter, will. tind' 
himſelf 


—— 
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himſelf placed in ſuch an aQtive ſtate of buſineſs 
that he {hall have little eauſe- to ſuſpe hinſe] 
neglected or forgotten by God and Nature,.or 


| placed in the world without a Calling. .*1 -, - 


4: FR OM what is thus. indiſpenſably ;re- 
go of a/lmen, no onerank or individual 
that ſpecies can plead af immunity. ' And there» 
fore till thoſe whotn Birth, Edwcetron and Wealth, 
and the common diale&t of: the world harhmade 
known by the ftile of Gentlemen, ſhall thipk-fit 
to expunge the latter part-of that title and diſ- 
claim the nature of men, as-they are willing t9 
do the duty, they muſt certainly retra&;;:rhuser- 
ror, and acknowledge they' have their ſhares in 
this common obtigation--- * EST 

' 45. NAY, indeed if they could id far imitate 
the Prince of the Morning, as to ſucceed to that 
rank which he was willing to leave, I mean toafl- 
cend above Humanity and aſſume thenature of 
Angels, yet even thither would this purſue and 
overtake them; Among all the Orders: of that 
divine Hierarchy they would not find one Patron 
or Preſident of Idleneſs. For as the ſpirituality 
6f their effence renders them: more agile and 
active, fd that aCtivity is-perpetually exerci'ed 
in _—_— divine abtlitics they have: recei- 
ved,to the gtory of God the Donor : and that not 
only in bearing a part in that Celeſtial  Quire 
which inceſſantly ſings his praiſes,: but -in the 
More laborious and fſervile offices of being mini- 
ſtring ſpirits, yea even to thoſe to whumborhia 
feſpett ofnature and innocence they are finitely 
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4 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 
ſuperiour. And this they do with perfe>t alacri- 
ty and: chearfulneſs, thinking- it their greateſt 
honour and dignity tobe thus bulied. Their re- 
itive Power over the world, ſigh Gerfon, i not ſo 
ſuitable an ingredient for « Magnificat of their com- 
poſing, 4s that greater dignity of receiving and per- 
rming God s comminds- An evidence how much 
che'meaſures of honour differ between the Cour- 
tiergof Heaven and - Earth, the: Inhabitants: of 
that refined, :and this groſs Region. : Thus then 
the proſpect lies: before the Gerrleman: if he 
ehifſe either to look level on the fame nature 
with himſelf,or dire his eyes upward on that of 
the-plorious ſpirits that encompaſs Gods throne, 
he will not 1n all the Records of Earth or Heaven 
rid 'evera Patext for floth, any Clauſe of Exem- 
ption in this univerſal Law. . 

': 61 NA Y,tfthis man zz honorr would bid fare- 
well-tohis Birrh-right, and become /ike the beaſts 
z#hat periſb, Pſal. 49. 20. if he could be content, 
in purſuit of this one fanſied priviledge of a 
Gentlemiz,to renounce all the real ones of a man, 
. and make Nebuchadnezzar s puniſhment his opti- 
- on! yet neither the field nor the foreſt could give 
Him SanQuuary, afford him any-number of afſo- 
ciates to aid, or but countenance him in his mu- 
CO this divine decree,they would rather 
be his tutors and monitors to obey it. For what 
rank ever of the moſt age animals is there 
whiel'we can indiQ of the not employing thoſe 
Ficulties they have received ? Are they-nor gene- 
rally ins perpetual and regular motion to _ 

F cen 
| wo 
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' endsfor which they were created, in continual 
exerciſe of thoſe powers with which they areem - 
. dued? Yea ſome of them with ſuchimproverhent 
roall their neceſſary purpoſes, that it hath raiſed 
a' doubt whether they a& by inftin® or redfon, 
by faney or judgment. ES > oi is diſcern; 

bly on their fide: and 4riforte that was leſs ind 
to them, ſeems by one ſaying to- have' yielded 
the cauſe, when of thoſe creatures whith, ho ſhith, 
want reaſon, he confeſſeth that ' cet rr 
place, 1 need not take part in this diſpute; | 
whatſoever their faculties or Talents are,” none 
can doubt of their uſe of them, br” whether this 
their uninterrupted obedience to' the -Law of 
their Creation refleQs the proportionable glory 
_ ontheir Creator. 2 22 SNP 

, *7, T O deſcend one degree lower yet ; The 
very izanimate creatures afford their- conſort 'to 
this divine harmony ; every one of them 
thoſe offices, fail not in the exerciſe of all thoſe 
(not unaQive) qualities God hath put intothem. 
'The Sx hath received a powef of cheriſhingand 
enlivening terreſtrial bodies, and it folds notup 
Its rays, but communicates' and diſpenſeththem 

freely. The Exyth has received a power of fru- 
Gifying, giving er verdure to that which 
grows uponit, and it withholds not- that vital 
moiſture, but-like a tender nurſe ſendsie forth 
liberally toall that expe& nouriſhment/from her 
"breaſts; 'and ſpproportionably to all other parts 
of this creat Body: And thatall this ſerves to 11- 
*luſtrate- the' glory of that omnipotent wiſdom 
LEP” B 3 which 


=. at ck Ge 


ee Oe NO OY abs es i the  aceiite "_ 
, 


—— Bios br aathbes 247 vothl HAAR HA Rats 14, 
) , FD 
. 


6 THE GENTLEMANIS..CALLING.- 
which hath placed them in this ſo excellent a ſub- 
ordination,. is moſt, viſible without the help of 2 
perſpeQive.. When the Queen of Sheba ſaw the 
niagnificence and regularity of So/omor's Court, 
he ke out :intoan admiration pf his wiſdom ; 
And furely a far-greater occaſion is muniſtred to 
all:;thoſe who contemplate the admirable order of 
the/Upiyerſe, withall tranſportation. of ſoul to 
mygnylie and.adore the divine Diſpoſer of it, as 
welſeefrequently exemplified to us 1n the ſublime 


 Raptures ofthe holy P/almi/, who never better 
approves: his right to be cal &d the Sweet Singer of 


Irgeh:'than,on-this-raviſhing, Theme.  _ 

42 $A N D-nowcan it be tanſied a priviledge 
anddignity,. to be the one jarrizg /tring in_ this 
preat Inſtrument? Todiſcompoſe this divine mr 
Jody, and-become the only, unprofitable. uſeleſs 


epart:of the; Creation ? ſhall thoſe whom . God 


Hath made 4rrle lower than the Angels, ſubdue and 
.debatheir natures beneath the very loweſt rank 
oECreatures ? 'and ſhall this pn En! but) 
{oxdidexinanitionþbe lookt upon with reverence, 
courted as 2 pteferment ? This certainly is ſuch 


-anabſurdity, as wants nothing to its confutation, 


but merely to-be conlider'd: .And therefore if 


'Geftdemen would but ſoberly reflec, there is little 
'doubt:but they. would reſignat once,their claim, 
and(theit.value of this ſo defaming a piece of ho- 


-noyr,-ſo abalinganexaltation. 

- -H.\W-E- can ler down our thoughts but ane 
ep lower, and;thatis into the boctomleſs par ; 
-andfrora theacefare.none will deſire to fetch a 


or  Frecedgat; 
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tion to deteſt it, ..as having 
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precedent ; yet if hedid, even that black Region 
could not afford it. For though it muſt be con- 
feſſed, thoſe accurſed fpirits) accord not with the 
former inſtances, in reſpe& of the end of their 
aCtions, yet they do in the aQtivity it ſelf: theirs 
is a buſie ſtate, though toan'1ill parpoſe : Satay 
goes to and fro inthe earth, Job 2.2. and he walks 
about ſeeking whon he may devour, 1 Pet. 5.12. 
Yea he employes all his faculties#foo, makgsdib- 
gent uſe of all that acuteneſs anddextefityywhich 
either his nature' or experience -havei Turn 


him with, towards that end he purſues. eo 
the 


_ it werea wronging, a calummating even. 
'very Devil, to:charge him withidlenels: which 


though it be a ſin which yields him ſuch liberal 
crops, that he may well teek both to plant and 
cheriſh it in humane nature, : yer -he cannot offer 
{uch violence to'his own;: as to become/an [Ex- 
ample of it. | 391013203 

:10. W E may hence make a:meafure;-how 
ſcandalous reproachful a thing this is, which nei- 
ther Heaves, Ezrth, nor' Hell it 'felf will own, 


but is like an illegitimate birth; diſclained/b 


all. How unreaſonable, nay how infamous will 
it then be, for thoſe to take-up this-expoled brat, 
to foſter this vice in their: boſfoms, who have of. 
all others the greateſt and moſt particular obbga- 
received the moſt of 
engaged them to aCtion ? 


thoſe Talents: which 


And that ſuch: is the Gent leman's condition,a {light 


inſpeftion will ſerve ro-demonſtrate. 
lk SECT. 


8 THE GENTLEMAN'S\CALLING. 


SECT. IL _—_ 
64.» Of Farietes of Colling 


FO W- ſince the univerſal obligation 
4 which is incumbent: upon all, and 
! ($51. renders. it {trict-duty to have a- Cab 
ling; teſts upon this undeniable ground, That al 

- men have received from God ſome abilities to attu- 
(ate, fome Talents tor improve; it follows by all 
' Laws of inference; that thoſe who have received 
' the moſt of theſe; can of all others the leaſt rea- 
. fonably pretend to an Exemption, but muſt on 
-the contrary be-acknowledged under the con- 
'Rraint of the ſtronger and more numerous ries, 
*thegeneral duty-which herein lies upon all,” ex- 
- tendingand ſpreading it ſelf into ſeveral Braxcbes, 
.according to the quality and proportion of mens 

, "xecetts. 1 | | 
. HENCE it comes to paſs, that mens 
Calings andemploymears become ſo various,not 
: only. by the freechoices of the ſeveral men, bur 
even bythe diretionand afſignation of Gad and | 
Nature, becauſe..ong man is furniſhed with an | 


ability, which' qualifies him for one ſort of cal- 
ling, -another is by his diſtin& propriety marke 
out for another. And-hence alſo iit 1s, that thoſe 


callings, which are diſtin& in feveral perſbng, 


—_— <A. AE 
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£8 iged 
Jong indifſ 


bblixars on 
had laid upon 'them ; ſathat the fame man 'may 
have varioyscallings, in relation to his differit 
capacities, unleſs' as- we''di iſh tnens (Gu! 
intothe vegetative, the animal; andithe ratio- 
nal, which in trier ſpeaking may be ſai@to'be 
anly divers operations of the fame ſoul;/1o' in 
truth what we term ſevera['callings, be burthe 
ſame comprehenſive one, ſtretching itſelf \into' 
the ſeveral faculties of the perſon. © 7 *+ +? 

3. I NEED notattempt to evineetlie ir 
propriety of the phraſe, *will ſerve my-end'as 
well that they paſs for ſeveral, and the applicati- 
on I ſhall make of it, is to ſhew thoſe whoare un- 
willing to hear of any Calling at all, that they 
have obligations indiſpenſable to more than one. 
They have whatever can __ them as rhen, 
they havealſo what belongs to them as Chriſtians; 
oo: +, ahacraceater 3 | wm 
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to THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING: 
and they havealſo.a;neculiar addition appertain- 
ing.t9'them as 6. che that is by h— 
tion, thole who are,diſtinguithed from the vul- 
gargrfagdt only by empty names-and airy titles, 
but, by. real donatives, diſtributed to them by 
God,,asſp many diſtin advantages, fertile and 
| lpia es towards the bringing him in 

is expected harveft of honour and glory. - 
253, 4+ T+i5:t00 much to be doubted, many of 
ENRON admonition canceraing the po 
former of theſetallings 3 the duties even of men, 
hmore of Chriſtians being fo far worn out of 
praftice, that they; ſeem; to be'out. of memory 
£09 37 0r-if they be. at all reflefted on, 'tis with 


th>ſameſcorn that'the antiquated habits of our - 


forefathers are, -a things fit only;ta dreſs a man 
up aſtobjett of laughter and derifion,,.;:But this 
would be-tooivalt + Theme,: and-befides is ſuper- 
ſeded by;the many: pigus-labours.of.others. My 

poſtherefore is not to treat at;all of them, 
otherwiſe 'than they ſhall happen to be linked and 
interwoven,as inmany particulars they are,with 

the: thisd,; that of the Gentleman. 

' 5. A ND heretheyneednot fearthat I mean 
to putthe Spade or Hammer into their hands, to 
requirethem to become either Husbandmen or 
Mechanicks : my whole Deſign is founded in 
theis-diftinion from theſe, namely, in thoſe 
things, wherein either in kind or degree they ex- 


cel.,them. That many ſuch things there are, "F|'# 


they, wilkneed no Monitorar another time,when 
the Queltion 1s only of the Reverence ag 
FR * ps 
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ſpe£t due from ſuch their inferiours: In ſuch caſes 
every one can make large Scrolls and Catalogues 
( wraten, lik Reekiehs RplE wich ithin and with- 

out) of his Advantages and Prerogatives, and 
ſtretch them to tho exaQing the very y laſt mite of 


Tribute they ican oy £00, yy 1 


them remember, is as, jealo AT Tis 


Honour, as they can « of their own : 
fore as they make thoſe Pre-eminences, inftru- 


rs of Wb ores from thale 


ſo they mu reverberatitig and ing 


it home to that divine Power above 
beſtowed them £6 that a will 0 
be Ge & bay: if the 
mary iq 
ine jr ale Fa 
not " t. 
huving his Jace 
ſach / 


wards, they cannot defraud him of that f jough 
inferiour) of executing VRSOAncS, - oY - N- 
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'. (UT to dwell no ger on Generls, 
32 ſhall deſcend. to. Pat rticularize thoſ 
Advantt; by wh y,are ſevited 


rf 


an 1 Crimi inated om the val r, fond which 


its 
cohſequeatly by being peculiar,to hem; devolve 
7 them an oblige 67s ai) " Day. And 

Te: Ro 5 ih ute,, and 


A, mo Al bor whe obvious, 
ivr acknowledge \;"*and then 

Taripg. my ety granted" Tthalf Fen they 
_ willnot Dany ſelves ſtich ill 'Logicians, 5 


Fe. I BEG 7 N- with that Advantage which 
arecarlieft poſſeſt of, that of an ingenuous 
5 refined Education; of which, I hope,none that 


' hath hadit, will ſo far confute the efficacy, as 
| todeſpiſe and undervalue it. What the Apoſtle 


urges4n a higher argument, Roz. g.. may be ap- 
plable here. Mens minds are naturally of the 
me Clay: Education is the Potters hand and 
wheel, that forms them into Veſſels of honour or 
i. And though experience ſhews us, it 


15 too'poſſible for Men to deface thoſe nobler Im- 
preſſions 


— 
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preſſions which they have thus received, _ 
makes it not ceaſero be in it ſelf amolt eſtimable 
Bleſſing, any more thanthatexcellency:of Gods 
Image wherein Man was created, could be tlefa- 
ced by his Fall. Ir is certain: ithere-isno, hu- 
- mane means more effettual towards the refining 

and ſharpning Mens intelleQts, -giving them-ar 
edge ra quickneſs ; and thatthe more, becauſe 
it takes them in that age wherein their faculties 
are, as their joynts, pliant and traftable; and {o: 
capable of being by exerciſe improv'd into: great 
degrees both of ſtrength and activity.: This iAd- 
vantage the meaner ſort generally want, the 6x-, 
rodeiineſs of fuch a breeding; ſets it ' beyond: 
their reach : The indigence of whoſe conditian, 
doth on the contrary determine their purſints:to- 
that only,which may bring thent in a ſubliftence, 
faſtens them to the Shopor Plough,and {leaves 
their minds uncultivated and unapt for thoſe 
more excellent productions which the happier 
Inſtitution of Gentlemen enables them for ; as we 
{ee it obſerved by the Wiſeman, Ecelus, 38. 25. 
to the end of that Chapter. ? 

;} A SECOND Advantage is that. of 
Wealth, which to Gentlemen ſeems to be, as it: 
were rained down from the Clouds, both 4n re- 
ſpect of the plenty and the eaſineſs of its acquiſ- 
tion.Fair Patrimonies,large Inheritances deſcend 
on them without onEdrop of their fweat,one mi- 
nutes toil or {0licitude, as if they were: the-un- 
doubted Heirs of the 1/raelstes Bleſſing, . Succe(- 
ſors 18 their Career, who were to po. a 
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fullof all good thiwge which they filled not, and Wells 
digged which they dipped not, Vineyards and Olive- 
erees which they: planted not, asit is Deut. 6.171. 
ced:it inthefront of his Inven- 


tory,; non in;the completeſt fe- 
hoity: of rhis life,” Res non parta labore ſed relicts : 


whereasonthe other: ſide the lower rank of Men 


fetch-their mere-neceſſaties out: of the Earth, 


which being as it;-were, hardned and petrified 


by Adaw's fin, muſt be mollifed and ſuppled 
with rheir ſweat;:-before it will become pene- 
trable; will not yield:rhem food, but gives them 
alſo a portion-offorrow with it. They muſt firſt be 
torn withthoſe Thorns and Briars which cover 
her ſurface,- before they can fetch nouriſhment 
ourof her Bowels ; they muſt Buy their Bread 
with their ſweat; as if they had engroſlſed the pe- 
nalty-oftheir firſt Fathers fin, whulſt Gentlemer 
ſweat only at the engagement of their Ports, or 
bythe dire&tion of the Phyſician, to digeſt their 
fulneſs of Bread.” Which every one mult confeſs 
a ſufficient inequality, 

4. A THIRD is that of Time, This de- 
pendsby way of conſequence on the former.For 
God having made ſuch liberal proviſions for them, 
thus 'prevented/ them with the Bleſſings of his 

z00dnefs,they-can have no need to employ their 
time to- gain that, wherewith they already 
abound ; and ſo being exenipted from that one 
devouring expence of it, have a great ſtoek to be- 
ſtowon other moreexcellent purpoſes : whereas 
the poor Man hathſcaxce any vacant — 4 
4 
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ſuch as he caricall his own.'; They are; all fore-: 
ſtalled by thoſe preſſing neceſſities which lic un- 
removeable upon him. His day-hoursare-chal- 
lenged by his labour, his' nights by hisreſt;; and 
the I of theſe Claims 16 neceſſary, 'that 
his own ſupport,perhaps that al{o-of a.numierous 
farhily depends upon it ;; and therefore he-may 
not attempt to defeat them, So that if-Zame be 
to be-accounted a Treaſure, as undoubtedly iris, 
here is a ſecond-ſort of Poverty;to which heisex- 
poſed as a reſult of the former ; and another ma. 
nifeſt inequality between hum and the-Gebtle- 
2B4N. Pi: 33% £397 
s. AFOURTH. is that 'of Authority, b 

which I mean not that: whicky belongs: to hoſe 
which areadvanced to Publick: Ofhce ;. for that 
being | wore to ſome few-only, will not beara 
diſtinCt part in my preſent canſideration; but-I 
underſtand by'it that more; private 'influence- 
which Gentlemen generally have on thoſe thatare 
their ———_ And this allo may be reckon- 
ed an effect of the former, their Wealth : Forin 
proportion to that, the number of Servants; Te- 
nants, and Penſioners, (yea, perhaps of Friends 
t00 ) 15 to be meaſured. Andover alltheſe t 

have ſomewhat ( though not of abſolute deſpotz- 
cal dominion, yet ) of ſway and prevalency. On 
the other {ide,;the poor Mans authority is bound- 
ed within the narrow circuit of his little cottage, 
being in effect no other than the propagation of 
that Power Nature hath given-him over his own 
body, to thoſe Branches which ſpring from it, 


his 
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his Children ; and to that Cien which is ingrafted 
into it; lis Wife,” 'And if he ſhalt but peep our 
of this lirtle Principality, attempt to enlarge his 
Territories, and preſcribe to any Foreigner, he 
will foon be taught how little his power is ac- 
knowledged, and conſequently how great a di- 
ſtanceche ſtands in this particular alſo from the 
Gentleman. L bo | 

6: THE fifth is. that 'of Reputation and 

feem; which as the World goes, is a ſhadow 
that waits only on the greater Bodies. Wealth 
_ and Honourarethethingsthat render any perſon 
conſiderable among(t Men, prepare them with 


.  anaptneſs ro embtace his DiRates, to conſider 


his\Counſels, to. tranſcribe his Copies. And 
though now it often falls out tobe an unjuſt mea- 
ſure,-yet perhaps itmay have no unjuſt Original. 
Forifſuch perſons did make uſe of thoſe advanta- 
ges they have, to make their Minds as. rich as 
their F es, this were but their due, And © 
therefore if it be paid them upon this ſuppoſition, 
it is they only that are-guilty of the injuſtice, by 


defeating the ground of it.  Butby what tenour 


ſoever they hold it, 'tis ſure, it may be made an 
apt Inſtrument to many good purpoſes, and 
erefore well deſerves to be accounted into the 
number of their advantages. But now if you 
look on the poor Man, you fball ſee him loaded 
with Contempts, from which noinward excel- 
lencies he poſſeſſes can reſcue him... It is the ob- 
fervationofthe wiſeſt of Men, that the poor mans 
Ts corn 
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ſcorned a things Poverty, that it ſeems the Fate 
of it is-infeQtious, and caſts reproach upon the 
moſt eſtimable things - that cohabit with it. "The 
world is ſo full of inſtances of this truth, that we 
need gono higher than our own times. But if 
we ſhould look back, we may find one as ancient 
as Jeb, who in his own perſon experimented theſs 
diſtant efefts of Proſperity and Adverlity, 
W hile he was ina flouriſhing condition Mex gave 
ear to'him, und waited axd kept ſilence at his coun- 
ſel. After his words, they ſpake not again, aud bis 
ſpeech dropped on them, Job 29. 21, 22. But- in 
the next Chapter we find the Scene quite chang- 
ed, and this reverenced and adored perſon is be- 
come a ſong and 4 by-word to the baſeſt of men. | 
ſhall readily acknowledge this injurious treatin 
of the;poor to be a great Barbariſm. But thoug 
there can nothing -be inferred from 1t as de jure, 
yet its being lo de fato, proves all I am about to 
allert,viz, The,great unevenneſs that is ( in this 
inſtance, as wellas the former ) between Geatle- 
men and their Inferiours _ ws 
7. HAVING given this Schedule of unde- 

niable Priviledges they enjoy, I ſhall, before I pro- 
ceedfarther, heteech them _ to make a ſtand, 
and ſoberly to conſider whether it be imaginable, 
that God hath put ſo many excellent Inſtruments. 
of Action into their hands, only to make them 
leſs ative? That were to accuſe the Divine 
Wiſdom of ſuch an unskilful kind of managery, 
as the ſhalloweſt Humane Providence falls not 
under, Will any of them beat the care and ex- 

| C pens 
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nſe to furniſh a Servant with all Materials and 
Utenſils for work, with no other Deſign, but 
that he may ſpend his time either in ſleep or riot ? 
If they will not, I ſhall ask how they would like a 
Servant that ſhould ſo.abſurdly pervert their in- 
tentions ? And according tothe anſwer they give 
to that, leave them to conclude of their own ac- 
bleneſs with their great Maſter ; who not 
only in a fingle inſtance, but in an habitual 
courſe behave themſelves as prepoſterouſly. I 
cannot ſee how ſucha reflection, if made with any 
feriouſneſs, can miſs of being attended with a {e- 
vere ſelf condemnation. And then that being ſo 
roper a baſis and ground-work, ſhould methinks 
by a kind, even of natural energy, invite them to 
ſuperſtrutt on it more Nobleand Chriſtian pur- 
poſes ; that they who are ſo apt to expe&t Adora- 
tion from others, ſo willing to be Idoliz'd; ma 
not yet any longer be willing to be indeed Idols 
( have months and ſpeak not, &c. Pſal. 135. as ma- 
ny unaCtive powers, as thoſe have Organs) but 
may rather aſpire to ſome degree of reſemblance 
fo that Divine Efſence, whole operations are as 
Inceflant as Excellent, and by an unintermitted 
Induſtry in employing thoſe advantages God 
hath put into their hands, anſwer this defign in 
beftowing them. 


SECT. 
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. The Branches of bis Calling founded in the firſt 
Advantage, that of Education. 


PRESUME itis by this time rendred 
ſufficiently evident,hat a Gentleman hath 
4 Calling ; it is now ſeaſonable toadvan 
and {hew what that 5, And of this the 
hath already been laid in the laſt Seion by the 
enumeration of thoſe peculiar Advantages he pol- 
ſeſſes; whichbeing thoſe Talents committed to 
his managery,his Calling will be the moſt exaQt- 
ly anatomiized and diſtributed into its parts, by 
Aamnfolding thoſe ſeveral Branches of his Receits, 
and examining what improvements each of them 
is capable of, which as ſo many diſtin Limbs 
make up the entire Body of his Calling, 

. 2. THES I ſhall do, notonly in the groſs, 
but ſeverally, through every one of them, and 
ſhall take the liberty of doing it with the additi- 

0n of a double reflection ; the one on the contrary 

prattice, the other on the pleaſure and ſatisfaction 

_ will infallibly attend the diſcharge of 
_::: 

2. 1 BEGIN with that of their Education ; 
the former part whereof commonly commences 
as' timely as the firſt Exerciſes of their —_ 
C 3 £ 
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It is ſo creditable a thing to have Children put in- 
toan early nurture,that there are few Parents ſo | 
careleſs of their own reputation, as to neglett it, 
butdoeither by themſelves, or ſome others, to 
whom they on the charge, put them under 
Fuch a Diſcipline as may break their natural rude- ' 
neſs and ſtubbornneſs, mould them into ſome 
form of Civility, and.teach them that firſt Fun- 
damental Leſſon of Obedience, on which all fu- 
ture inſtructions muſt be built. And this i an 
buge Advantage, not only towards the ſucceed- 
1ng parts of Education, but toward the regulart- 
ty of the whole life. For by having their Tnfant- 
paſſions thus checked and bridled, they become 
more tame and governable ever after. The next 
part of Education, is Erudition and inſtruction, 
. and under a Succeſſhon of this they are for many 
years. Scarce any that owns the name of Gezrle- 
241, but will commit his Son to the care of ſome 
Tutor, either at homeor abroad, who at firſt in- 
Tills-thoſe Rudiments, proper to their tenderer 
years, and as-age matures their parts, ſo advan- 
ces his -LeCtures, till he have let them in to thoſe 
{pacious Fields of Learning, which will afford 
them bothExerciſe and Delight. This 1s that 
Tree of Rpowledge,upon which there lies no inter- 
dict: which inftruQtsnot, as that in Ezex did,by 
{ad andcoſtly experience, but by fair.and ſafe in- 
tuitons, and may well be looked on as a principal 
plant in that Paradiſe wherein God hath /placed 
this-rank of Men. It ) 
4. FHESE two parts of Education united, 
| qualitie 
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qualifie a Man for many excellent purpoſes. It 
will be impoſſible to enumerate all, becauſe a 
mind thus ſubdued and cultivated, mult yet owe 
the opportunities of many attions to outward cir- 
cumſtances and occaſions, which being various 
and accidental, can with no certainty be brought 
into the account. But abſtratting from theſe, 
there are divers more intrinſick benefits which 
nothing buta Mans ſelf can fruſtrate ; and thoſe 
alone I ſhall inſiſt on. | 
5. FIRST, a Manthus Educated 1s better 
prepared to reſiſt all Errors that may invade his 
Underftanding : his diſcerning Faculty 1s niore 
nimble and agile, can ſuddenly ſurround a Pro- 
polition, —__ diſcover the infirm and feeble 
parts ; and ſo is not to be impoſed upon by ſuch 
_— Sophiſms, as captivate whole herds of the 
vu gar This Advantage, it is apparent he hath, 
and it 1s his duty to make uſe of it, to examine 
cautiouſly the grounds of an Opinion, before he 
ive up his aſſent to it,and notto betray his Rea- 
{on, either to his Sloth, by neglecting to give it 
a competeng diſcuſſion ; or to his Intereſt, by 
electing Tenents rather by their profitableneſs 
than their truth. This certainly is the leaſt that 
1s ſuppoſable to be required of them inthis parti- 
cular, and ſure it is ſo moderate an injunction, as 
the moſt mutinous humour can have no tempta- 
tion to quarrel at. For who could think him a 
ſevere impoſer who having furniſhed a Man with 
a light todire& him through ſome dark paſſage, 


{ſhould only require him not to blow it out ? 
| C 3 6. AND 
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6. AND as he hath this Advantagein reſpeC&t 
of his Underſtanding, 10 hath he, in the ſecond 
place, in relation to his Will: which though it be 
a free faculty, and conſequently cannot be forci- 
bly determined to any thing, yet it is capable of 
perſwaſions and inducements, and is uſually ben- 
ded and inclined by them. It muſt therefore be 
a fair ſtep towards the rectifying of the Will, 
when the intellect is ſtored with Arguments and 
Incentives to goodneſs. And this Learning muſt 
be ſuppoſed to provide for, unleſs we will ex- 
clude out of the Scheme, both Morality and Di- 
vinity ; for each of thoſe will yield variety of 
ſuch Arguments. Morality will preſent Vertueas 
perieUtly amiable in it ſelf, and ſo fit to be embra- 
ced for its own ſake : and not only fo, butallſo as 
highly profitable and advantageous to us, as be- 
ing that which gives the ſublimeſt perfeCtion to 
our Natures, the ſweeteſt reſt and tranquillity tq 
our Minds; and in a word, a full fatisfaftion to 
all our Rational Appetites. Drvinity confirms 
allthis, and ſuperadds what infinitely tranſcends 
' 1t, theaſſurance of thoſe eternal __ glorious re- 

_ Wards in another World. And theſe ſurely are 
ſuch tempting alle&ives, as are very proper toat- 
tract the Will tochuſe what appears thus excel- 
lent, thus deſirable, provided they be juſtly re- 
preſented to it. And the doing that, the preſ- 
fing theſe motives home upon the W:4, and that 
in refutation of all the contrary deceivable pre- 
tenſions of vice, is the firſt part of thir obliga- 
tion, But then there is alſo a ſecond, and that 
| I, 
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is, that they permit themſelves to be perſiwaded' 
by ſuch efficacious arguments, and llycon- 
form their wills to theſe dictates of their under- 
ſtanding, that is, that they really and effeQively 
be ſuch-men,. as their education direCts and re- 
quires them to be: which being the work of their 
Wl, *rwill be abſurd to plead impoſſibility or 
infirmity, ſince *tis manifeſt they may if they 
will ; which is ſuch a degree of liberty, as ſerves 
in all other inſtances to denominate a man a 
agent, and ſuch as all puniſhments and rewards 
both divine and humane are founded on. 

7. A THIRD advantage is in-relation to 
his Ffe#5ions ; which being the inferiour and more 
brutiſh part of the man, are yet ſo impetuousand 
aſſuming, that they are very apt to uſurpthe do- 
minion over the nobler faculties ; and where they 

ain it, the event is anſwerable to what we ſee in 
tates, where the common le have wreſted 
the Scepter,all is put into confulion. Now that 
which may prevent theſe civil broils in the ſoul, 
and ſecure the government to the proper Sove- 
reign, may well be reputed an advantage. And 
to this, nothing merely humane is more condu- 
cing than Education, For firſt, that early diſci- 
_ which we preſumed, one part of it puts a 
ridle in the mouths of theſe head-ſtrong paſlt- 
ons, which by many repeated aQts ofreſtraint at 
laſt forget their native ferity, and become more 
calm and trattable. But then erudition com- 
= this conqueſt, backs this unruly beaſt, and 
y a dexterous managery not only reſtrains, but 
CG < gndes 
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guides him, and makes him ſerve.to many uſeful 
* .purpoſes, renders theſe mutinous rebels not on- 
ly captivated ſlaves, but good Subjects, obedt- 
ent to the laws of Reaſon. All this Education 1s 
of it {elf aptly diſpoſed to do,it Men wall qot take 
the Beaſts part againſt it, encourage him to 


plunge till he have thrown the Rider. And all: 


that is in this particular required of them, is but 
to hold faſt thoſe reins that are thus put into 
their hands, to keep their Aﬀections in ſucha juſt 
Jubjection that they may receive not give laws. 
Thus we ſee the influence which Education hath 
on all the eſſential parts of a Man's mind. And 
were'it here ſo immured and cloſed up, that it 
could make no fallies at all thence, did the ſoul, 
like. G:deor's fleece, ingrols all this pretious dew ; 
yet whilſt that received ſuch liberal infuſions, it 
would irrefragably evince this tobe ng mean in- 
conliderable advantage. But it 1s indeed impoſ- 
{ible at ſhould be ſo contin'd ; for if it be permit- 
tedto make theſe impreſſions within, as heat in 
the centre fails not to diffuſe it ſelf to the circum- 
ference ; ſo certainly will it extend and manifeſt 
it' ſelf in the more viſible effes; all the pro- 
ducts and emanations of a mind- thus regulated 
will own their original, bear the image of their 
Parent. , 

.8. AND firſt his Behaviour will be affable 
and civil, not inſolent and 'imperious ; as ong 
that. knows Humanity and gentleneſs is a. com- 
mon debt. to Mankind, and therefore will not 
think fit to contratt or dam up his civility into ſo 
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narrow a compaſs, that it ſhall ſwell into com- 
plement, and mean flattery towards thoſe above, 
and not ſuffer one drop todeſcend on-thoſe be- 
neath him : but diſperſe its ſtreams ſo, * that all 
channels may be filled with it. *Tis: true, the 
depth offome will require a greater proportion to 
that filling than others ; and there *tis'not_to be 


| doubted but he may be more liberal ; only iathe 


mean time the ſhallower are not to remain dry. 
Let the inequality be ſuch as proceeds only from 
the capacities of the Subjects, not from the-par- 
tiality of the Agent, and he prevaricates no part 
of his duty in this matter. | 

9. SECONDLY, his Words will be tem- 
perate and decent, the produtt of judgment;not 
of rage. For he that hath calmed his paſſions, 
hath nothipg.to betray him: to raſh, angry, or 
rude language: this is a foam which is caſt up 
only by the billows of a turbulent tempeſtuous 
mind ; and can never be the iſſues of a ſerene 
compoſed temper. To this it is but propottion- 
able, that they bealſo weighty and material. 4 
wife mans words, ſaith the Son 'of Sirach, are 
weighed in the balance, and therefore he that hath 
improved his Education tothat pitchof profici- 
ency, will ſurely look his diſcourſe be ſach, as 
may anſwer that charaQter, which muſt at the 
leaſt ſuppoſeit to have ſomething of ſolidity, no 
Maneverattempting to put frothand bubbles in- 
to the Scales. And not only ſo; but it muſt al- 
ſo preſume it to have ſomething of uſe and value ; 
tor, whoever takes pains to weigh what for its 
| uſefulneſs 
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uſeleſneſs and meanneſs he intends to caſt out as | 


refuſe ? and both theſe qualifications are very 
efſential-parts of a Geztlemay's dialeft, the one 
oppoſed ro light and fooliſh, the other to unſea- 
ſonable diſcourſe. For as the one hath nothing 
of weight (unleſs it be that ofa burthen to the 
hearers) ſothe other can have nothing of uſe,nor 
conſequently of worth, that being to be meaſured 
by the aptneſs of it to the perſons to whom it is 
addreſſed. It ſhould be the endeavour of thoſe 
whom God hathendued with knowledge,to con- 
vey as much of benefit and inſtruftion to others 
as they can : 1n order whereunto *tis neceſſa 
they adapt their ſpeech to the capacities of thoſe 
they treat with, otherwiſe let them diſcourſe ne- 
 verſoelaborately, they will rather confound than 
_ edifie, and appear to affect more $0 boaſt, than 
communicate their knowledge. 

io. LASTLY, his Employments will be 
worthy and ingenuous. A Man that hath this x- 
werd Nobility of Mind ſuperadded to that of his 
Birth, will abhor to bufie himſelf viciouſly or im- 
pertinently ; he hath thoſe qualifications, which 
render himuſeful,and he mult give himſelf rhoſe 
Exerciſes,whereby he may become the moſt emi- 
nently ſo. If by juſt authority he be aſſigned to 
any publick charge, heis toembrace it chearful- 
ly ; notas a prize either to Ambition or Cove- 
touſneſs, but as an opportunity of Vertue ; a 
ſphere wherein he may move the moſt vigorouſly 
inthe ſervice of Godand his Country. But this 


happening but to few, it is neceſſary he have 


ſome 
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ſome other reſerve of ation. And ſuch ſurely, 
he that induftriouſly deſigns it, cannot want: 
wherein though perhaps his influence will not be 
ſo general as in that, = it may fall very auſpict- 
oully on many. And when all thoſe occaſions 
are exhauſted too, when all direC& operationsare 
at a ſtand, he may yet betake himto the reflex'd, 
employ his aQtivity upon himſelf, which will al- 
ways remain a proper objett of his Induftry, he 
being though a rich, yet ſtill ſuch an improve- 
able ſoil, as will incourage and reward his Huſ- 
bandry, though never ſo often repeated. And 
now [ ſhall preſume it apparent, That Edxcation 
isa moſt eſtimable Treaſure, a precious Mixe 
that contains ſo many rich veins. O, why ſhould 
any that poſſeſs it, ſuffer themſelves to be poor, 
meerly for want of diligence in digging out the 

Ore ! | 
11. AND would to God that were an imper- 
tinent complaint, ſuch as none were concerned 
zn. But they that look on the Manners of ma- 
ny that have had this happy inſtitution, will 
find too great cauſe to wonder and bewail, that 
ſo hopeful a Seeds-time ſhould produce ſo flen- 
der, nay {o degenerate a _e : As if Fob's curſe 
were here exemplified, 1.40. Thiftles to 
grow inſtead of Wheat, and Cockle inſtead of Bark. 
Plutarch tells us of a c_— in the midſt of « 
River, that became audible by the thew, and ap- 
plies it to Moral Precepts taught in youth, but 
actuated by age. The Simile ſpeaks him to 
have lived in better rimes : for in theſe, the voice 
_ diſſolves 
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diſſolves with the Ice, leaves not ſo muchas an 
'Echobehind it. + Men now make it the buſineſs 
of their riper years, to unravel not the follies,but 
the learning of their youth : no ſooner are they 
ot from under the-Diſcipline of others, but the 
a& of it they exerciſe, is upon thoſe notions 
which have been inſtilled inro them. And here 
they are ſuch ſevere Li&ors, that the mildeſt in- 
fiction is to gag and bind them, deprive them 
both of voice and motion. . Nor are they ordina- 
Tily ſatisfied with this, but as if they feared the 
would, like impatient Captives, watch ſome = 
vantage to break looſe again, their final doom is 
Oftraciſm,they and their Lineage ; all ſober Coun- 
els derived from them are utterly expulſt, ſo to- 
tally rafed out of their minds, that not the leaſt 
footſteps of them remain. And all this under the 
name of Pedaztry, a title, which it is probable 
their great averſeneſs to their Teachers ſuggeſts 
tothem, as the moſt pathetick: reproach ; as if 
they meant now to be revenged on Learning and 
Tutor together, for attempting to make them 
wiſe againſt their wills. 

12. AND now when the root is thus ftockt 
up; there 1s little-expectation of Fruit. And 
therefore he that ſhall here look for thoſe fore- 
mentioned efftetsof Education, will be more diſ- 
appointed, than Chriſt ſeemed to be by the fig-tree; 
that, -though fruzzleſs, yet afforded /eaves. But 
here we are not to hope for ſomuch, no ſignthat - 
everthere was ſuch-a-plant/in the ſoil. Let us 
briefly review thoſe ſeverals,and ſee what of them 
15 ordinarily to be met with. 13.AND 
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13. A ND firſt for the reliſting of errors,we 
uſually find Gentlemen no Heroes 1n this point : 
their Vnderſtandings are as pliant, as ſeducible, as 
thoſe who never had their means of fortifying 
them. And if they do indeed reject Errors, it 
is commonly by the ſame Engine, wherewith 
they caſt off Truth,v:/z. their inconſideration of 
both, as not being able to endure ſo much feri- 
ouſneſs and intention of mind,as may fſervet0oer- 
ter them of any opinion. They have tranſplan- 
ted their diſcerning faculty from their intelle& to 
their Sexſes, and find it there ſofull, fo inceſſant 
imployment, that it can never be atleifure tore- 
vert to Scholaſtick diſquiſitions. They can dil- 
cern exaQly the moſt minuteerror in their gar- 
ment, hold their Artificer molt rigidly to the 
Laws of the Mode, are moſtexquilite Judges in 
all that relates to vanity or pleaſure, and can they 
ever think fit to trouble their heads (whoſe leatt 
Lock muſt not for a world be diſturbed ) with ab- 
ſtruſer ſpeculations, who have found out ſo much 
a more eaſie exerciſe of their faculties? if any 
ſhall'think this charaQter partakes of the Satyr, 
I ſhall befeech him to compare it with the true 
ſtate of our young Ga/arts in this point, and then 
upon theſame account that-cold and ſcanty prai- 
ſes go for detraction, I ſhall expect this very im- 
perfect and partial accuſation may paſs for a Pa- 
negyrick. 

14. NEXT for theregulation of their Wil, 
that advantage depends ſo much on the former, 
that of their Underitandiogs,that what evacuates 

that 
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that, muſt neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to do the ſame 
for this alſo. It is not imaginable that he who 
hath defaced all his principles, whether moral 
or divine, or at leaſt never revolves or conſiders 
them, ſhould receive any influence from them, 
fince they operate not but by a diſtinCt applicati- 
on. And here ſhould I ask many Geptlemen, 
when they ever ſo much asattempted any thing 
of this ſort, I fear they would be forced to quarrel 
at the incivility of the queſtion, toevade the ne- 
of anſwering it. But God knows their 
actions ſpeak too loud, that their buſineſs is to 
obey, not to preſcribe ; to fulfil, not regulate 
their Wills, Nay indeed 'tis too frequent, that 
inſtead of conforming their wills to their prin- 
ciples, they model and transform their principles 
to their wills, herein verifying Ariſtotle's obſerva- 
tion, that pleaſures are corruptive of Principles. 
And fo by this one art of inverſion, the face of 
—_ IS quite changed ; Virtue which their 
Books repreſented to them as lovely and honou- 
fable, is now thought to have gained that luſtre 
only by the flattery and varniſh of the Painters, 
{ois decried as the moſt unamiable,deſpicable 
creature : and on the other ſide, all the contrar 
vices are taken from under that black veil, Phi- 
loſophersor Divines have put upon them,and are 
furbiſh'dand trimm'd up,ſet to open view,as the 
moſt ſplendid, glorious things, the moſt adorn- 
ing accompliſhments of a Gentleman. 
15, AND to ſecure this tranſimutation, even 
God himſelf mult haye his part in it, ——_ 
clude 


. dangers Preachers 
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cluded to have been all this while mi{-repreſented 
in thoſe charaters of Parity and Feftice, his 
Word has made of him, and to have laid no ſuch 
ſevere reſtraints upon Men, as that tells us of. 
That Temperance, Chaſtity, Self-denial, Mortifi- 
cation,&c, were but the creations of ſome melan- 
choly Recluſes,who would then envioully impoſe 
thold bands upon others, wherewith they had 
fooliſhly fetter'd themſelves ; =_ God is _ 
indulgent to Mens appetites, which they may ſa- 
tiate | as they r= without Gee's fines 

ight them with. That'this 
is the new Gentile Divinity, we need not appeal 
to Mens lives, their words openly PREY 
it, not without much ſcorn and contempt 
their caſe ſimplicity, who govern themſelves by 
the other. Yet as if this would not ſufficiently 
provide for impiety, as if they were conſcious of 
that abſurdity, which indeed there is in defini 
God an abettor and favourer of vice, many have 
advanced a ſtep higher,taking a more compendi- 
ous courſe, and fince they cannot bring God over 
to their party, make him ſuch as will ſerve their 
turn, will unmake him, by becoming flat 
Atheiſts. Of this there are too too many inftan- 
ces, and 'tis to be feared will be many more, 
whilſt to all other ſenſual alluremeats that opini- 
on makes to its Proſelytes, this is added, that 
it is become a creditable thing, the badge and ſig- 
natureofa modern W;r,thus to be one of Dav:id's 
fools, in ſaying there is no God, 


16. I N 
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' 1x6. IN the nextplace, lerus deſcend to the 
Aﬀettions, and ſee what effects of their educa- 
tion is. diſcernible there. And truly that ſeems 
tobe no other, than what is obſervable of a dam, 
but to intercept the courſe of ſome rapid ſtream, 
which: ſo ſoon as it 1s either removed or born 
down,the torrent guſhes with ſo much the greater 
violence,for having had that oppoſition : ſo here, 
when the reſtraints, which bridled their minori- 
ty, aretaken off, their paſſions {well to a higher 
degree of impetuolity, they ceaſe to be Boys 
and Men together, the Man is diſmounted, looſes 
the reins, and is dragg'd whither the fury of the 
beaſt direfts. A ſad change, yet daily too vili- 
ble in many : for alas,what 15s more ordinary than 
to ſee Gentlemen, under the dominion of theſe 
brutiſh appetites ? Sometimes tranſported by a 
Rage to the greateſt Undecencies, nay Dan- 
gers; ſometimes hurried by a Luft like the po/- 
fſeft perſon, Mark 9.22: through fire axd water, the 
moſt -deſperate deſtructive attempts, and have 
nothing but rottenneſs and diſeale as the final 
prize of:all: thoſe difficult adventures; ſome- 
times drowned in ſwindh Iztemperance; and 
ſometimes again intombed in the: Earth, buried 
as it werealive by ſordid covetoulnels, as if they 
meant to tranſcribe, though not the innocence, 
yet the /ufferings of the- Primitive Chriſtians, - in 
being torn in pieces by wild beaſts. Oh, thatthey 
might once be brought to relinquiſh this abſurd 
fortitude, that thoſe who laughat the precept of: 
turning the other cheek, Mat, 5. 39, would N00 
| cre 
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here infinitely over-aCt it ; and give up themſelves 
tobe buffeted, yea ſlaughter'd by theſe their cru- 
elleſt enemies, nor be ſuch Platanick lovers of 
Martyrdom, as to chuſeonly this, whereto there 
is no Crown annexed, but what is worn in the 
Kingdom of darkneſs, TATE 

17. AND now ſince we are thus to ſeekof 
theſe i»wardeftes; we can with no reaſon ho 
for any of thoſe outward, which are the reſults 
and conſequences of theſe. . And then *twill be 
no wonder to obſerve Gentlemen behave them- 
ſelves diſdainfully and 'imperiouſly, as if they 
could not ſet a juſt value on themſelves, without 
the unjuſt contempt of others. 'Tis true indeed, 
this is commonly a wind that blows but one way, 
down the hill ; only upon thoſe below them, up- 
wards they breath gentler gales; it being one of 
their moſt ſtudied faculties, to perform all acts 
of the moſt ſupererrogating Civility to thoſe 
above them. Bur when that Civility is through- 
ly ſcanned, it will prove. a greater injury than 
the contrary Rudenels ; *tis made up of ſuch hol- 
low profeſſions, ſuch groſs flatteries as are 
much worſe than reproaches, nay ſeldom fail to 
be actually ſeconded with them ; there being no- 
thing more uſual, than to revile and deride thoſe 
at a diſtance, whom, when preſent, they admire 
and adore. -And theſe now become ſuch eſſential 
indiſpenſable parts of good breeding, that the 
want of either inevitably betrayes a man to the 
title ofa filly-Ruſtick ; Flatteries and Deſpilings 
being the two contrary elements, whereof he, 
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-whom they. call a Fize Gentleman, is to. be com- 
. pounded. 
- 18. THIS pivesanaccount alſo of ſome part 
of his DjalefF, which thus far anſwers little to 
thoſe requilite qualifications, Weight and Ulſe- 
fulneſs ; there being nothing more trivial or uſe- 
leſs, than theſe two parts of converſation, and 
2twere well ifno worſeepithets belonged to them. 
But if we look alſo into the reſt, they will ordi- 
narily' appear to carry proportion with theſe : 
*Tis every mans obſervation, that mo ſpring will 
riſe higher than its firſt head ; and then words be- 
ing but the iſſues of the Mind, where that wants 
the ballaſt of ſober and vertuous Notions, *tisno 
wonder if the diſcourſe be light andairy. 'Twere 
eaſie to exemplite in the ſeveral ſorts of it adap- 
ted to the ſeveral humors of men ; but tis alſo 0 
needleſs, that the copy would be roo exatt b 
tranſcribing the impertinence too.But what ſuc 
frothy diſcourſe is naturally, the moſt ſerious 
may become by accident : And thus we ſee it the 
infirmity of ſome, who ſo far retain their Edu- 
cation, as to have their minds better repleniſhed 
to vent their plenty ſo unſeaſonably or affettedly, 
that it produces nothing of benefit to the hearers, 
but rebounds injurioufly with the aſperſion of va- 
nity upon themſelves. | 
- 19. BU T ſuchis the miſery of this Age,that 
it were a fair compoſition, if Gentlemen could be 
perſwaded to reduce their Ds/courſe only to a 
privative ſort of Illneſs, *twere ſomewhat tole- 


rable, ifas on the one ſide they did not minifter 
: Grace, 
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Grace, Eph. 4. 29. ſo on the other the) did not 


breath infeQtion on the hearers. But alas! what 


are all thoſe prophane ſcoffingsat Piety, ſo fre- 
quent among them, but as ſo many blaſts and 
malevolent yapours to nip and deſtroy the pu 
Qice ofit ? and ſo we lee 1t too commonly 
amang thoſe whoſe greener refleftions ſet them. 
not above their malignant influence. How does 
their immodeſt and obſcene talk ws ho and 
ſcatter their own impure fires, to the inflamin 5 
6f others ? And whilſt they ipſcribe upon Fhel 
Poyſons the inyiting names of Ingenuit 
Eſprit ; they do nat only tempt men rec ly w-_ 
imbibe them,but even defame and pr bY oltitute, yo 
Wit they pretend to, render it a ildermeſs for 
all ſayage radenels to range in, and make as mas 
ny Cazaiaates for that reputation, as there are 
impious and beſtigl men in the world. And - 
this ſort of Wit they have Fg out 2 YeF uy 9s 
portionable Rhetorick, I mean thag their 
Oaths,, that hellifh piece of Orcory, which fo 
overſpreads their language, that (like a pro- 
fuſe Embroidery chat even quite hides. the 
Stuffe) it becomes the moſt remarkable part of 
it. 'Tisngt a line Grange how wth _ de- 
formity bath gotten to pals for gn embel{iſhmeat 
Fnd ornament of Stile ;- hur. that it dqthi 10, is 
yery viſible not gnly from (the. no. pretgnce 
other tempration to is, but [ally from zhat a 
fected X ny iy: obleryable amgng 
theys, as }fuhe F bad the ſame SONAR. tor 
their Diſcourle, which .2hty they - have for them- 


My | ſelves, 


——_— uw 
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ſelves, viz. that it may every Year appear in 
fome new piece of Dreſs, have ſome Oaths freſh 
minted to ſet it off. 

20. TO alt theſe we may add their vain 
Boaſtings and aſfumings, which are often fo de- 
ptorably ridiculous, that 'tis doubtful whether 
more pity or contempt belongs to them. Thus 
oftentimes,he that has but croſt the Seas to fetch 
a Feather and fantaſtick Mien, brags more of 
his Travels, than if he had paſs'd the Ezze, and 
felt the ſcorchings of the Torrid Zone. And up- 
on the ſtrength of this he takes authority to im- 

ſe on others the tnoſt abſurd and incredible Re- 

tions ; yet {till impoſing more perniciouſly on 
himſelf, 2. e. a belief that he appears very illuſtri- 
ous and glorious in all this, and on that conh- 
dence the {miles which his auditors mean in 


ſcorn, ſhall be taken in applauſe ofhim, and fo 


encourage thoſe follies they deride. 
21.-INDEED where this vain humour 
dwells, it will betray it {elf in innumerable inde- 
cencies of ſpeech ; but never does it give it ſelffa 
fuller or' worſe charaCter, than when it lets looſe 
to anger and rage, : one of the moſt genuine and 
fruitful branches of this bitter root. And this we 
frequently ſee overflow in all the invenometd re- 
proachfut language imaginable, ſuch as one 
would wonder ſhould fall Fom the mouth of any, 
whole education had not been wholly barbarous ; 
an inverted kind of Eloquence, whereto ſome, 
who have been taught the rules of better Rheto- 
rick, havea great fluency. | 
ON 22, If 
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22, I F now weſhould proceed to take a view 
of their Imployments, there is little doubt but that 
Tekel, Dan. 5. 27. might be a proper. inſcription 
on them, yea a mild one too, Lightneſs and Va- 
nity being many times the moſt innocent ingredi- 
ent inthem. And this is but a natural inference 
from the former : for ſince the Principle of A&i- 
ons as well as Wordsis within, it will certainly 
operate alike in both; as Water ſent from one 
fountain through ſeveral pipes, 1s the ſame; arid 
hath equal vertues or faults in each. It were too 
ealie togive as particular an account of theſe”as | 
the former ; but foreſeeing an occaſion to do-that 
in another place, I ſhall transfer it thither} as not 
deſiring to1terate the importunity on ſo ungrate: 
tula ſubject. ; SEL 

23. AND now he that ſhall conſider, ' that 
all this is but the partial Image and repreſentati- 
on of thoſe, who have had that Educatioti we {0 
much magnified, will ſure be tempted to ask Ju- 
aass quattivn, Ad quid perditio hec ? Why was all 
this waſte of Diſcipline and Literature ? To what 
purpoſe was ſo coſtly a foundation laid, when the 
ſuperſtruQtureis in the Apoſtles phraſe, x Cor. 3; 
I 2.nothing but hay and ſtubble? And Idoubt ma- 
ny defeated Parents have cauſe to make this com- 
plaint: but I fear alſo diversof them may with 
juſtice accule themſelves as Acceſſories to their 
own diſappointments, who! by an overhaſty de- 
fire of ſeeing their Sons men, 'do at once” antici- 
pate and fruſtrate their hopes, evacuate the be-! 


nefit of many years Education, by taking thenv 
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too {oon from under its benign influence. Which 
though'it uſually ſpring from immoterate indul- 
gence, is yet _—y the greatelt {everity ; for 
what can be more ſo, than'to tie them toall the 
labour, and toil of the Seeds-time, force their 
Childhood to that ſtudy and intention of which 
that giddy age is moſt impatient;and then ſnatch . 
them away at the Harveſt ; ſuffer them to con- 
verſe.no more with Learning, when once they 
grow capable of receiving either delight or profit 
by it-?. Thus of late it hath been the method of 
Breeding, to poſt them with an inconvenient 
{peed from one ſtage to another, many times 
bringibg them too 1oon to the Univerlity, but 
muchoftner taking them too early from it, be- 
fore they have near gained. what they came thi- 
ther to-furniſh themſelves with. And trom thence 
the next ſtep is over the Ses, which ſoon waſhes 
away thoſe Notions, which lie crude in their 
braids,.but have wanted maturity of years to di- 
velt-into their manners. Indeed *tis not imagi- 
nable how they ſhould retain them,they being at 
their-coming abroad ſolemnly put in a direct 
courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what they formerly 
learnt,their whole time being then by order to be 
taken up in other unſpeculative exerciſes, where- 
if if they do happen toattain to ſome emineacy, 
yet 'tis {ure but a dry exchange for what they quit 
tor 1t. But then 'tis' not one in twenty that ar- 
rives tothat : the.negligence-of Governours, or 
their own headineſs, when they find the rein 
thus ſlackned, often makes their progreſs little 
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in any thing they are appointed to ; but inltead 
of has, en thi a Fol cafeer in all debanche 
pleaſures,advance there in an inſtant tothe high- 
eſt profictency. I ſay not this to decry Trave/- 
ling in general, but only the unſeafonable time 
that is choſen for it. He that would really im-. 
prove his Son by that means, ſhoufd fend him at 
ſuch a mature age, when by the help of his fore- 
going education his judgment is ſetled and quali- 
fed to make uſeful obſervations,his manners well 
weighed and fixed, that fo he may be capable of 
all the good, Foretgn climes can afford, and ſe- 
cured from the :afeRtion of the ill ; kke a Load- 
ſtone, attraCt things of weight only, and not 
like Fet, draw nothing but chaffand ſtraws.Bue 
I confeſs this a digreſſton, and therefore return 
to thoſe who have thus embezled this precious 
Advantage, ( and who have too much of their 
own wilts in it,to be able to transfer the guilt up- 
on any error of their Parents) beſeeching them 
ferioully to lay to heart this their fo ruinons ill 
husbandry, and tolet at laſt ſome better fruits of 
that feed appear ; not to ſuffer a piece of Plzre 
teft to the School or Colledge, to be the” 6nl 


Teſtimonials that ever they were there, and 


bring thoſe Societies under the reproach of extor- 
tron, or fraud, of profeſſing learning but 4m- 
parting none, of having taken ſomethin= from 
them without giving them any valuable confide- 
ration, making them any proportionable returns. 
But that they would at laſt take up this "Talent 
thus long buried in the napkin, ws yet fall'a tra- 
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_ ding with it. And though the time they have 
loſt ſhould render them deſperate of the reward 
of the Ten Cities, *tis yet motive enough to indu- 
ftryp to reſcue themſelves from the ſentence of 
. the Slothful Servant. And yet that will not be all, 
for there being no middle ſtate between reward 
and puniſhment, he that delivers himſelf from 
the one, puts himſelf likewiſe intoa certain ca- 
pacity of the other. But beſides all he 1s to ex- 
pect hereafter, he is {ure at the time ofa very fair 
Antepaſt of pleaſure here, which he will imme- 
diately reap from it, as the firit-fruits of the fu; 
ture rich harveſt, which though the Law -com- 
manged to be ſacriticed,yet ſuch is the indulgence 
of the Goſpel,that it exacts nothing, but that men 
would themſelves enjoy them. 


24+ FOR ſuch is the admirable goodneſs of 


God, that he is generally pleaſed to adapt his 
commands, not only, to our Eternal, but Tem- 
pora] concernments; for knowing the impatience 
of qur nature, that we love nat to depend wholly 
upon - teverſions, -he hath been pleaſed to put 
ſomewhat of preſent guſt and reliſh upon every 
part of-duty. . This might be evidenced diſtinQ- 
Iy through the whole Codex of Chriſtian Pre- 
* cepts, his Toke « ap ealie, nay, gracious Toke ; his 
burden a light burden, Mat. 11.28. And from this 
general ground, I may have warrant ſufficient to 
affirm the like of this particular I am now upon. 
But it may be yet more clearly eyinced,by refleQ- 
' tog onthe ſeveral improvements of this' Talent, 
which have been mention'd, as the Duty of all 
thoſe that poſſeſs it, - 25.AND 


— 
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25. AND firſt, for that of an acute and ele- 
vated Underſtanding, IT need appeal no further 
than to common Vote, to have that pronoun 
a very deſirable thing, it being hard to pick our a 
manof ſuch an avowed brutality, that will own 
the deſpiſing it. Even thoſe who will be at no 
pains to acquire, will yet profeſs to eſteem it, 
' And we may believe them 1n earneſt, if from no 
other argument, yet from this, that every man 
affes the reputation of being Wiſe, is pleaſed 
when he ſucceeds in that aim, and on the contra- 
ry is not more troubled and diſcomfited at any 
thing, than to be taxed of Ignorance or Error. 
If any ſhall deny this,I ſhall ſuſpend his confuta- 
tion till ſome body reproach him with folly, and 
then from the diſpleaſure he finds in himſelf, 
leave him to conclude his own value of Wiſdom. 
And indeed why do good men look upon a foes! 
with ſo much pity, and ill men with ſo much 
{corn, if knowledge be nor both a Felicity and a 

Credit? Nor isthis the ſentence only of the. vul- 
gar whouſually admire thoſe things moſt, from 
which they ſtand at the greateſt diſtance, but 
ripecally of the more diſcerning ſort of men, 
who from every-taſte they have had of it, have 
had their appetites ſo raiſed, that they have in- 
Oy thirſted after the fuller draughts. This 
made ſo many of the old Philoſophers renounce the 
enjoyment of thoſe ſenſual Pleaſures, that offer- 
 edthemlſelves, to go in queſt after this one tran- 
Icendent delight ; and Volomon to prefer this in 
his election before Riches and Honour, the two 


principal 
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prineipal parts of worldly ſplendor, to the reCti- 
tude of which choice God himſelf bears Teſtimo- 
ny. And now if this be in it ſelf fo valuable, ſo 
taviſhing a thing, ſhall its being here conneRed 
withduty, prove ſuch an allay, as to deprive it 
_ of alltheguſt ? Certainly if tt do, it muſt argue 
the palate very perverſe and diſtemper'd : for to 
all other, that one conſideration would pive a re- 
tiſh and flavour to the drieſt, the moſt unpleaſant 
teadertaking. The conſcience that I amz now em- 
ployedas I ought is ſucha refrefhment as is able 
tofweeten the ſevereſt labour, yea the greateſt 
fiffering. Shame is a thing ro which humane 
natttre hath an innate abhorrence, yet the 
Apoſtles made it matter of joy when it befel them 
for Chriſts ſake, Afts 5. 41. And ſhall this bleſ: 
ſed" Copy of theirs be transformed in ſtead of 
eranferib'd ? Shall thoſe who have not ſo much 
Chriſtian patience, as to bear the ſlighteft re- 

rozch for him, have yet fo much anchriſtian ftu- 

idity, as to endure the greateſt 1 oppoſition to 

im? Chuſe rather tobe ignorant, when *tis 
both their fin and fhamey than wiſe, when *tis 
their daty and reward ? Invert S. Paa/'s choice, 
and be- fools againſt Chriſt, as he owns to be for 
him ? Tf there be any ſuch 4nipodes in our clime, 
their unhappineſs will yet ſervetoilluſtrate what 

they refuſe to partake of, viz. the felicity of ha- 


ving performed this part of duty in the improve-. 


ment of the underftanding. 
26. I N the next place the regularity of the 


Willis extremely both amiable and profitable. 
Fo | For 
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For that being art uncontroulable facult j1f it be 
wrong ſet, what torrents of miſchief and confuſi- 
on does it let in? If in all its conceptions it per- 
mit the ſenſual appetite to ay, = _ its 

illed rods before it, all its births will be ring-fre- 
, calknls of a 


ed, ſpeckled and ſpotted, The ruin 


perverſe will is ſo generally underſtood, that there 
15 nothing renders a manevenin common account 
more miſerable and deplored. He whoſe Will 
runs counter to his Reaſon, every man is Aſf#rolo- 
ger enough to read his deſtiny, and prefage his de- 
ſtruction, And by the undecent and pernicious 
ctietts of a diſordered, we may make aneftimate 
of the beauity and advantage of a rectified Will. 
The former, like a vicious improvident Gover- 
nour, expoſes his Territories toa deluge; firſt of 
luxury, and then of ruin : bur this latter like a 
vertuous and prudent Prince, at once ſecures the 
innocence and felicity of his ſubjetts.” Indeed 
it 1s this alone that really and effeCtively gives us 
the preeminence above beaſts They havechvices 
as well as we,. and they have ateQions, but 
wanting the higher principle of reaſox, their 
choices are neceſſarily determined by their aftt- 
tions. Now if we who have both, are guided 
only by the latter, wherein does our ſtate differ 
from theirs, fave only that our liberty makes us 
guilty, whereas their necefſity leaves them inno- 
cent? I preſume I need fay no more, to evince 
the happineſs of a well ordered Will, ſince none 
can conteſt it, but he muſt tacitly confeſs him- 
ſelf weary of his humane nature, and emulous, 
not 
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not of a/greater dignity, but of a degradation to 
that of the Brutes. 

27. AND as much may be ſaid concerning 
the Afetions, which if they be not curbed and 
held in by the underſtanding, will have as free 
anduncontrouled a:{way in men, as they have in 
mere 'animals, but with worſeette&ts, by how 
much we have more objects to incite them, more 
inſtruments to attuate them than theſe have. If 
any manican be tempted to think this no unplea- 
fant condition, let him yet further conſider, that 

- this metamorphoſis 15. not like the fanſied tranſ- 
migration of the ſoul, wherein it was ſuppoſed to 
aſſume'the nature, and conſequently the paſſions 
but of one beaſt alone: no, here is the whole 
Wilderneſs let looſe upon a man, with all their 
contrary: appetites tually combating one 
with-another.. He that hath the rapaciouſneſs of 
2 Wolf, may-yet have the timorouſneſs of an 
Hare, and {o is racked between the defire of ha- 
ving, and the fear of ſuffering. He that hath the 
luſt of a Goat, may yet have the: intemperance of 

t a Swine, and be diftracted to which of the appe- 

tites to. give himſelf. -He that hath the cruel- 
ty of a Tygre, may yet have the wilineſs of the 
Fox, which will give him the pain of many irk- 
ſome delays, in attending an advantageous op- 

rtunity. And ſo proportionably 1n others. 
And what can be more unſupportably uneaſie, 
than to have theſe continual tumults within, to 
be ina ſtate of hoſtility, not only-with other 


men, but with him{elf? Or what can there need, 
eyond 
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beyond this conſideration, to recommend the 
contrary condition to us? The ſubduing'thele - 
brutiſh Inclinations is the introducing Peaceiinto 
a Land, haraſsd and wafted with inteſtine 
War: And ſure none need be told (at leaſt in 
this Age ) that that is a moſt raviſhing pleaſure. 
And I may with the ſame contidence appeal to 
the verdi&t of any who hath tried theſe two con- 
trary ſtates, and doubt not but he will from his 
experience confirm the moſt profuſe and even 
Poetick declamation that'can be made on'this 
Theme. | 

28. ALL I ſhall add is, in ajoynt rekation 
to this and the two former, by obferving that 4l- 
luminated underſtandings, regulated Wills and 
affeftions, make up a great part of the celeſtial 
happineſs. The Angels of tisht would no longer 
have right to that title, without theſe. The-ſpi- 
rits of juſt men made perfect, were improperly 10 
ſtiled, Heb. 1 2. 23. had they not received this ac- 
compliſhment of their nature. And the greater 
degrees hereof we arrive to here, ſo much the 
more ſenſible anticipation have we of thoſe divine 
joys. And ſure thus topartake with Angels and 
Saints, 1s to be happy,and will be acknowledged 
ſo by all, whoſe value and wiſhes of a Mahomeran 
Paradiſe render them not uncompeteat to elti- 
mate theſe purer and refined pleaſures. 

29. IF from hence we proceed to thoſe ovr- 
ward effetts, which are the- reſults of theſe in- 
ward, we ſhall find they are all full of delight and 
latisfaction, Courteſie and friendlineſs of Be- 


haviour 
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havipxr does not only caſt a glorious luſtre round 
about; attract the eyes and _— of others, but 
it alſo reflefts with chearful and comfortable 
[SI our ſelves. For, Man being de- 
gned by God for a ſociable creature, hath ſuch 
propeaions and-inclinations put into him, as are 
proper to that end; and theig are gratified and 
plcaſcd when we {o demean our ſelves, as may 
anſwer that intention, towards which nothing 
can be more neceflary than this Debonair an 
gentle carriage. For that allures people to our 
converſation, whereas the contrary roughneſs 
frights #nd deters them, ( the churliſhnels of a 
Nabs/ makes men they cannot ſpeak to him, 1 Sam, 
25.17.) it gives a man part of Nebuchadnezzar's 
fate, ſeparates him from among men, by farcing 
them fo withdraw from him ; and that the —_ 
partof it too; the hairs like Eagles 4 ap and 
the wails like Birds claws, being much the lighter 
degree of the jnfliQtion, fit to paſs for dreſs and 
nn pens with that more deforming 
diſguiſe this rugged temper puts upon a man. 
And as the one fide, this anode. phy ſour- 
neſs of humour is very uneaſie, {0 on the other is 
that form of fawning and flattering compliance, 
which fome call Civility : It obliges men in ma-- 
ny circumſtances to renqunce their eaſe, their 
health, yea their underſtandings too, and keeps 
them-in- ſuch cooſtraint, that one may truly ay, 
a leſs meaſure of ſel-denial would {verve toconfti- 
tute-a ma.n a good Chriſtian, than an exact Cour- 
tier ; .whereas he that keeps himſelf in a juſt 
mean, 
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mean, neither drives away one ſort of company, 
nor buys the other ſodear ; He has a Standard- 
meaſure, by which to diſpenſe his Civilities, v4, 
the quality and worth of the perſons ; andcon- 
founds not himſelf with thoſe more unjuſt and 
mutable rules of their expeQtations, So in the 
firſt of the inſtances he keeps himſelf a Man, 
whilſt the other is in ſome reſpett a Beaſt ; in 
the ſecond he preſerves himſelf a Freeman, whilſt 
the other is a Slave :' And ſure I may refer it 
" any mans deciſion, which is the pleaſanter 
ate. 

30. NEXT forthe Words, 'tis mot to be 
doubted but that calm and remperate Language 
has the advantage of that which is paſſionate and 
rageful ; and that not only in reſpe&t of decen- 
cy, but ceaſe too; of which there needs no other 
teſtimony, than that viſible perturbation and 
uneaſineſs obſervable in all who are under ſuck 
a tranſportation. Soin like manner, when the 
words are pertinent and weighty, they give not 
only more ſatisfaftion tothe hearer, but to the 
{peaker allo: This may be judged by the contra- 
ry diſplacency men have at themſelves, when 
they areconſcious to have ſpoken impertinently 
or undecently. By ſatisfaction I mean not 
that vanity, which men too often afeQ of ſhew- 
| ing their parts, buta juſt and ſober complacency, 
arifing from the conſcience of having regulated 
their diſcourſe by the meaſures of a Wile man 
and a Chriſtian, the having ſaid that which may 
be of benefit, but cannot be of miſchief to his 

Auditors. 
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Auditors. And this ſurely is a much more real 
pleaſure than any can be had in the contrary 
kind of diale&t: If to this it be objeCted, that 
generally none are ſo much delighted with their 
own diſcourſes, as they who talk the moſt vain- 
ly andabſurdly : I anſwer that even theſe are 
not- pleaſed with the vanity and abſurdity ;: their 
pleaſure reſults from a miſtake, ſuppoſing it to 
be the quite contrary. And this helps to evince, 
that ſolid and prudent ſpeaking gives fatisfaQion, 
fince even the ſhadow and fiction of it can be 
made to yield to it. | 
3r. LASTLY, for theemployments, they 

. furely muſt afford molt of contentment, when 
they are moſt noble and excellent : they doo at 
the time inthedirect line, they having more of 
agreeableneſs to the nature and Ugnity ofa man; 
bur they do yet more ſon the refletion, when a 

man looks back upon his day or week ſpent, and 
finds his buſineſs bad been worthy of him, it ex- 
hilarates and revives him, enables him to paſs 
his own approbation on himſelf, and as it were to 
anticipate the Exge he fhall one day receive from 
his great Maſter. But he that gives himſelf 


- only the. idle advertiſements of a Child, or ſets 


to the baſer drudgeries of Vice,. cannot reflect 


without confuſion : which is ſo well underſtood = 


by ſuch perſons, that they are fain to take fantu- 
. ary1na total inconlideration, never daring toask 
themſelves, what have I done 2 Which bears 
full teltimony to the excellency and felicity 
of ingenuous Imployments, fince they that = 

cline 
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Cline thoſe, are forced alſo to decline themſelves 
grow out of their own acquaintance and know- 
MEOH crb5206 5 
7 2. AN D now what objeCtion can there lie 
againlt this duty, which is in all the parts of it 
ſo advantageous and eligible, that it becomes 
duty not only tg, God, but even to thetnlſelves, 
their own preſent intereſts and fatisfaQtion ? 
Shall pleaſure it ſelf loſe 1ts nature, adopt the 
properties of its direCt contrary, and become irk- 
{ome and abhorred,only becauſe 'tis.twiſted with 
Obedience ? Is there ſo perfeQ an Antipathy be- 
tween God and them, that *tis impoſſible they 
ſhould have the ſame objeRs of delight? Or can 
no Joys have any taſte with them, that are nor 
the eauſes and fore-runners of eternal ſorrows ? 
This were ſuch a degree of perverſenels, as com- 
mon Charity bids me not to expett ; and1I ſee 
not what elſe can evacuate the pleaſure that at- 
. tends the improvement of this Talent of Educa- 
£t10N., uh 34163 us 1 NG 4 iris 
- 33 AFTER allthis, I foreſee it not im- 
poſſible that ſome may plead an Exemption from 
this Obligation, by affirming they want the 
ground of it, that they never had this Education. 
Iam not willing. tofanſie there have been ſo ma- 
ny unjuſt and unkind Parents as may gualifie 
any conſiderable number of Gentlemen [x this 
Plea : But to thole few that can really make it. 
I ſhall not think the foregoing Diſcourſe wholly 
impertinent ; for, by ſhewing them the Advan- 
tages of what they fay they thus want, it may in- 
| E cite 
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. . cite them'( not to murmur at the negligence of 
therr Parents, but ) to attempt the repairing of it. 


. by becoming their own Guardians,putting them- 
ſelves tnto Diſcipline, and by the ſtrict Laws of 
Reaſon governingand reſtraining thoſe Paſſions ; 
' whichby thelibetty of their Breeding have got 
head, by this means ſupplying to themſelves the 
firſt part-of Education : And the like may cer- 
tainly be done for the latter alſo, if they will but 
depolite that common error, of thinking it more 
, manly to be ignorant than to learn, and be con- 
tent to put themſelves in a courſe of Erudition, 
whicha Man may do for himſelf in his Cloſet, as 


well as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple in a 


School ; and though he want many of thoſe Ad- 
vantages the other hath, yet *tis poſſible they 


may be in a good degree ſupplied by that induſtry 


and deſire, which all thoſe are fuppoſed to have, 


whoare thus their own Pupils ; and there want 


not inſtances of the ſucceſs of them who have 
thus attempted, but I confeſs there are too few 
Examples of the Attempt, Men being apt to fit 
down contentedly under this want ; whereas let 
the ſame perſons have an entailed Eſtate aliena- 
ted from them by any act of their Fathers, they 
are not then ſo tame, but will ſtruggle to the ut- 
.. moſt to recover their rights. Yet certainly an 
Ingenuous Education 1s as properly the 'Birth- 
right, of a Geztleman,as any the moſt firmly fetled 
Inheritance can be: Why ſhould they then ac- 
quieſcein that ſo injurious an Alienation,and not 
feek by all endeavoursof their. own to- retrieve 
this ſo precious a Poſſeſſon ? SECT. 
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Of the ſecond Advantage, Wealth. 


FH E ſecond Advantage weare tocen- 
{tder,is that of Wealth, which that it 
isa bleſſing will I know readily be a{- 
ſented to by all, Mens deſires and earneſt pur- 
ſuits after 1t ſufficiently evidencing the general 
eſteem is had of it. Yet though the Concluſion 
be right, it is to be doubted many infer it not 
upon due; premiſſes. *Tis not Riches {imply 
conſidered that are the felicity, much leſs thoſe 
luxuries, to whichthey are often made to mini- 
ſter ; but they are like toa fertile ground,which 
tf left without culture,none bears ſorank Weeds, 
but if rightly husbanded, yields abundant profit ; 
and thus to manage and improve them is not only 
the Intereſt, but the Duty of all thoſe to whomt 
God hath committed them ; this being the one 
deligned Advantage, for which they were in- 
truſted ro. them. | +524 3 | 
2, SEVERAL Improvements there are, of 
which they are capable ; but before I proceed to 
them, I muſt mentionone part of Duty, as funda- 
mental to all the reſt. And that is the well hul- 
banding of them ; not in a figurative, but real 
{enfe, the having ſuch a provident care of thoſe 
E 2 g00US 
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goods and poſſeſſions, wherewith God hath bleſ\t 
a man, as may ſecure them from that Conſumprt1- 
on, to which careleſne{s and floth will infallibly 
betray. them. This ſurely 1s obligatory in many 
reſpects. Firſt, in Thankfulneſs (IT hadalmoſt 
ſaid civility ) to. God, who having diſpene'd them 
as a liberality, *tis ingratitude, yea affront to 
givethem no regard. Secondly, in Juſtice to a 
Man's poſterity : He that has received a fair In- 
heritance-from his Anceſtors, if he ſuffer his ſu- 
pine negligence to cut off the Entasl, he defrauds 
thoſe that were to have ſucceeded him in it, and 
becomes that troubler of his own houfe, to whom 


Solomon, Prov. 11. 29, aſſigns no other Inhers- | 


tance but the Wind,which is indeed all ſuch a per- 
{on is like to derive upon his Iiſue, the common 
air being oftentimes their only Patrimony. 
Thirdly, -in order to all thoſe ends to which 
Wealth was deſigned by God, which depend on 
* this, as Accidents on their Subjects, and ſo are 
all at once evacuated and nulled by the difſipa- 
' ting ofthat wherein they are founded. All which 
conſiderations do naturally inforce upon Men the 
neceſſity of # prudent managery. 

}. T HIS being ſuppoſed, andthe perſon ha- 
ving as inour Law-forms is uſual, covenanted to 
frand ſeiſed of: the Eſtate, let us now ſee what are 
the proper uſes, to which it is to be limited. 

I'N the firſt place, wemay rank that of Con- 
tentedneſs in his portion ; which though to one 
bat is ſet to wreſtle with-want it might ſeem a 
hard precept, yet to him that flows with _ 
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danceit might be thought rather a needleſs than 
difficult injunQtion, if experience did not teſtifie, 
that contentmentis ofrentimesas great a ſtranger 
in Palaces as Cottages. 

4. OF this excellent both vertue and felicity, 
there are two parts, the one a chearful enjoyment 
of ſo much of his Wealth, as may decently (TL 
ſay not vainly) ſupport him in that quatiey 
wherein he is placed : God does not make Ric 
Men ſuch meer Conduit-pipes of Wealth, rhat 
they muſt paſs all, without retaining any thing 
themſelves; but rather like the Earth, which 
though ſhe conveys the ſprings through her veins, 

et is allowed to ſuck in ſo much, as may give 

er a competent refreſhment ; and he that does 
this moderately, and with a thankful refle&tion 
on that 11beral Providence, which thus gives hinz 
all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6.17- fallifies no 
part of his truſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip, 
this being, as it were, the allowed Fees of his 
Place, a Penſion allotted him by .the bounty of 
' his Lord. 

5s. THE other part of contentment is' that, 
by which the deſires are terminated within the 
bounds of his own poſſeſſions, and not: ſuffered 
ro range wildly into other Mens, like 4had's into 
Naboth's Vineyard, uſing their Wealth, as Ang- 
lers do their Fiſh, to bait Hooks for more, 
by making it an Inſtrument of extorting from 
others ;.which is ſo great a guilt, thar it near- 
ly concerns them to ſecure themſelves againſt it, 
by a perfect ſatisfaction in what is properly 
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their own. Nay, even in whatis {aid, there 1s 
caution to be had, that there be not too eager 
and vehement endeavours of multiplying it, and 
that not only by an unlawful commixture with 
other Mens, which 1s the {1n either of oppreſſion 
or fraud; but even from its own ſtock, for that 
may be covetouſnels, and is ſurely a dire op- 
poſition to the divine CG For when 
God hath given a Maa a full fortune,and by that 
manumitted him from thoſe carkings and {ſo- 
licitudes to which needier Perſons are expoſed, 
for him to .make it his grand bulineſs to pro- 
ject how he may add to that heap, or in the 
Prophets phraſe, /ade ' himſelf” with thick clay, 
Hab. 2.6. \What 1s 'it but the degrading and 
pulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein God 
hath placed him, a voluntary ſale of. himſelf to 
the Gallies or Mines? In this reſpeCt therefore I 
may not unaptly apply that exhortation which 
the Apoſtle makes in another, Gal. 5. 1. Stand 
faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
free. Letnot him whom God hath by a gracious 
and peculiar providence exempted from this 
meaner ſervitude and vaſlalage to the World, re- 
linquiſh that ſo valuable a priviledge, give up his 
ear to be bored by Mammon,' when God pro- 
claims a Jubilee. Yet tis poſſible the quality of 
{ome Mens eſtates may be ſuch, that they may 
be capable of advancement by a moderate and 
ealie Induſtry, ſuch as may no way divert them 
from more excellent Imployments, but may ra- 
ther be a recreation than a toil: And in thar 
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caſe I know no obligation lies on them fo to de- 
fie an Improvement, as not to chuſe a profirable, 
before an expenſive divertiſement, to ſpend thofe 
vacant hours upon that, which remain by way of 
overplus from more worthy deligns and-eritet- 
tainments. But the perpetual folicicous: 'par- 
ſuit after more wealth, is certainly a culpable 
inordinacy, as being inconſiſtent with thar'eo 
tentment and acquieſcence which is the duty” of 
every Man for whom God hath thus" TiberaF 
ly provided, and ſuch as will beſides be-TiRe- 
ly to undermine another main part of this obliga- 
t10n. 24 vt 
6. SUCH in the next place weare to ac- 
count the Charitable diſpenting of his ftore,ro 
ſupply the indigencies of wanting perſons ; which 
ſurely is to be lookt on as the grand and moſt 
conſiderable end- of his receipts. God, who 1s 
the common Friend, as well as Father of all Men, 
1s not to be imagined fo partial, as to provide 
pomps and luxuries for ſome, and in the mean 
time leave others deſtitute of the neceſfary ſup- 
ports of life; yet if we look no deeper than the 
viſible portions of Poor and Rich, there is"i9 
evidence of,the contrary. But when we examine 
upon what Conditions and Provi's that Abun- 
dance is conveyed, we ſhall have no temptati- 
on lo to aſperſe or charie God fooliſhly :' 'For 
though we have not diſpenſed ſo 1mmediately t9 
the Poor, yet he gives them as'it were, 'Bilks' of 
Afhgnment upon- the plenty of the Rich;'a 
right to be fupplied by them : ſo that the dif- 
| E 4 ference 
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ference ſeems to be only that of an Elder, and 
Younger brethren; the Elder uſually carriesthe 
bulk of the Eſtate, but then that is charged with 
proviſions for the Younger ; and if the quantity 
of thoſe be not diſtinaly expreſt, but left in- 
definitely, that act of Trult in the Father Jays 
the greater obligation on him, not-to deceive it 
by too mean _ ſcanty a diſtributzon ; for now 
 Humſelf is become a Father to them, and there- 
fore ſhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
derneſs and bowels of that moſt atſeftionate re- 
lation. And this may not improperly be deemed 
one reaſon, why among ſuch multitudes of com- 
mands-of Charity in the Goſpe], there is yet 
none that expreſly allots the proportion of pur 
Alms, that by thisa& of confidence, as it were, 
Men might beobliged to the higher liberality : 
And he that {hall make this Incentive tot, a pre- 
 tencetoexcuſethe want of it, 1s ſurea moſt cri- 
minous perverter of the divine intention, trea- 
cherouſly countermining God's ſacred arts, as if 
*twere not enough to rebel, unleſs in a further 
contempt he aflaulted him with his own wea- 
pons.. .Certazaly 'God never deligned Lazarus's 
 portion-ſhould be made up only of theCrumbs from 
the Table: For though indeed Dives is taxed that 
he gavehim not them, yet if he had, ſuch a dole 


would ſure never have: reſcued him from the 


place of torment. He whoreſts ina Rich Man's 
boſpm: in Heaven , is to have ſpe proportion- 
hoſpitable reception than a lying at the: Gate, 

: ſome 
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ſome better Chirurgeons than Dogs to cure his 
Sores; and thoſe that refuſe it him,” muſt be pre- 
ſumed to contemn not only the Lazarus, but the 
Abraham, yea the Heaven too that receives him, 
fince thar which qualifies him for an admittance 
there, isnot able torecommend him to their leaſt 
regard. : 

7. I SHALL not attempt: to proportion 
Mens Charities, ſince God hath not ; yet there 
are ſome general meaſures to be made to bound 
them on the ſinking ſide, that they fall not to too 
ſcandalous a lowneſs ; which having been done 
already by a * better Pen, I ſhall re- «* pr. zen- 
fer the Reader thither. But thoſe mens Pratti- 
yet leave Mens Compaſſions full - ® CAD 
ſcope to grow up to what -_ height Gods 
grace and Mens exigencies ſhall advance them : 
And ſurely the latter may ſometimes be ſuch,thar 
it will become every Rich Man not only to rifle | 
his Coffers, pour out whatſoever his {uperflui- | 
ties have there amaſſed, but alſo to defalk much 
of his own accuſtomed enjoyments,c2uſe the Ra- 


. forto pa even upon his whole Equipage, to cut 


off all Excreſcencies, all exuberant Expences, 
that ſo the ſtream may run the fuller in that one 
channel which God's providence thus cuts out for 
it. Whether this may not bea proper ſeaſon. for 
it, I leave every conl(idering perſon to judge. At 
the preſent I ſhall beſeech every Man to whom 
God hath given Wealth, ſadly to ponder how 
icandalous a thing it will be for him who has 
been the QbjeQ of ſo great Bounty, to _ 
p23) wo | the 
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the beirig an Agent in any ; to diſcover himſelf to 
have ſuckrin nothing of- the virtue, amidſt ſuch 
an influence of the commodities ; and to dehie the 
Example of that Liberality, by whoſe effefts he 
lives. But withal let him conſider the danger of 
italſo, how dreadful a guilt (and conſequently 
vengeance) he draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall 
defeat this ſo main end of his receipts. It is in- 
deed a complication of many crimes not only 
againſt Man but God alſo : I ſhall in{tance only 
1n two,moſt generally decried, and yet moſt emi- 
nently contained in it, Unthankfulneſs, and 
Falſeneſs. | | 
8. GODinhis wiſdom diſcerning that Equa- 
tity of Conditions would breed confuſion in the 
W orld, has ordered ſeveral ſtates, delign'd ſome 
to Poverty, others to Riches, only annexing to 
the Rich the care of the Poor ; yet that rather 
as an advantage, .than a burden, a feed of more 
wealth both temporal and eternal. Now in 
this diviſion of Men, thoſe on whom he hath 
cauſed the better lot to fall, can owe it to no- 
_thing-but his gracious diſpoſal ; and therefore 
had been certainly obliged to ſubmit to any the 
moſt difficult tasks he ſhould have diſpenſed to 
them.But now that ia his great indulgence he has 
ſfotempered the command, as torender it not an 
allay, but an enhancement of the mercy, he that 
ves.it only.a bare taſtleſs compliance, betrays 
Fimfſelf to-wanta juſt ſenſe of it ; but he that flat- 
ly reſiſts it, is in the moſt tranſcendent degree 


barbarouſly ingrate. Nay, I think I might have. 


laid 


_— 
— —— 


— OS OCG_— 


SeA.V. Advantage of Wealth. 59 


laid the charge higher, and called it malice ; for 
what beneath that can provoke a Man thus to re» 
ſiſt his duty and intereſt together ? | 

9. NOR is this all, 'tis alſo the greateſt 
Perfidiouſneſs : Every rich Man 1s, as I faid be- 
fore, God's Steward, and particularly intruſted 
ro provide for the indigent parts of his Family, 
{uchare the poor and needy. Now if he leave 
them deſtitute, and ſuffer either his riot or cove- 
touſneſs to feed upon their Portions, what more 
deteſtable falſeneſs can be committed, not only 
inreſpet of them, whoſe right he thus invades, 
but of God alſo, whoſe truit he abuſes ? Man 
other enormities there are in Uncharitableneſs, 
whichas ſo many miſ-ſhapen limbs concur to the 
making up this deformed Monſter ; but I ſhall 
nar, it ſufficient to have pointed out theſe 
two, which being the moſt profeſtly contrary to 
ingenuity, I muſt hope will carrya very averting 
appearance to thoſe who ſo eſpecially pretend to 
that quality. | 
10. T O thispolitive part of duty, the being 
rich in good works, wefind the Apoſtle conneCts a * 
negative, 1 7 :m.6, 17. Charge. them that be rich 
in this world that they be not high-minded, nor truſt 
in uncertain riches, And we need not reſort toim- 
plicit faith in the Author, to perſwade us of the 
great propriety and fitneſs of theſe cautions ; 'tis 
too evident that Pride and Confidence are difſea- 
ſes that uſually breed in full and opulent fortunes, 
and as they ſpring from the ſame root, ſo do they, 
like neighbouring branches, mutually _ 

an 


Rn etl 


60 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. 


and ſuppert one another. He that is high mind- 


ed, abhors the ſubmiſſion of any foreign depen- 


dence, and therefore gladly anchors on any thin 

he can call his own ; and thinking his Wealth 
moſt properly ſo, he hasas great an aptnefs, as 
holy Job expreſſesan averſion, to make gold his 
hope, and to ſay to the fine gold, Thou art my confi- 
dexce, Fob 31. 24. On the other fide he that 
truſts in his Wealth, is by that fortified in his 
pride. It is Ariftorle's obſervation, that wealth 
makes contumelious and inſoleat ; which I pre- 
ſume he infers not only from experience, but 


' reaſon alſo; for the ground-work of humility 
| being the ſenſeof impotence and defeQ, he that 


aſſumes a ſelf-ſufficiency, undermines that foun- 


dation, and inſtead of it lays the Baſs of the 


quite contrary temper, all haughtineſs and ela- 
tion of mind.. A memorable example of this we 
havein the infolent refleQtions of Nebuchadnez- 
zar, Dan. 4. 3o. which had withal ſo diſmal a 
conſequent, as, methink, ſhould like Lot's wife, 
remain a perpetual Monument to deter others 
from all approaches towards the like vanity, 
11. AND certainly it is a moſt important 
concernment of rich Men, to fence themſelves 
againſt this double temptation ; to which purpoſe 
they can hardly find a more complete armour, 
than what they may borrow from one ſhort ſen- 
tence of the Apoſtle, x Cor. 4. 7. What haſt thou 
that thou haſt not received? Let them look on 
themſelves as meer Receivers, and then. with 


| whatpretence can' they pride themſelves in that 


wherein 
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wherein they are barely paſſive ? Nay indeed if it 


be throughly ſcann'd, theſe Receits imply cauſe 
rather of ſhame than boaſting ; the being filled 
from anothers hand, is a ſure Argument (and ta- 
cite Reproach ) of a natural and original empti- 


" neſs; andif God have dealt fo liberally with 


them, they may collect *tis in compliance not 
with their merits, but mfirmities ; his having 
made them rich is ſtrong preſumption, he ſaw 
them not prepared to be innocently _ And 
ſure Pride muſt be a ſubtle Alchymilt, that can 
hence extraCt matter of vanity, and might with 
equal Logick have perſwaded the Fewsto glory in 
thoſe Indulgencies, which were grantedthem on- 
ly for the hardneſs of their hearts. 

12, IN like manner if they refle&t on their 
riches as received,it renders them alſo a moſt un- 
fit objeCt of Truf. For if they were given, they 
may alſo be taken away. We hold all by that 
old tenure, which the Lawyers ſtile A/odium, be- 
cauſe it is from none but God : and his gifts ( of 
this kind at leaſt) are never fo abſolute, as toex- 
clude power of revocation, He then that enjoys 
a thing not upon right but bounty, mult ask his 
benefactor how far he is topreſume on it. And 
if they would do {o in this caſe, they would ſoon 
be reſolved how little confidence were to be re- 
poſed in wealth. They may hear God the great 
Patron tell them by Solomon, that riches make 
themſelves wings,and fly away as an Eagle, Prov. 23. 
s. by Chriſt, that the ow ys which they lay up 
here are liable to. the ory, and Ruſt,aud Thieves ; 
an 
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molt gives ſome renewed inſtarice of it. What 
multitudes of accidents are there to which Mens 
goods are liable? A rough Wind, a' tempeſtu- 
ous Sea ſinks at once the Merchant and his Ship ; 
an ill ſeaſon, an hungry foil eats out the Huſ- 
bandman : and they who run not either of theſe 
hazards, thoſe whom neither the water nor the 
earth ſwallow up, a Fire may yet conſume. And 
can there any ſecurity be fan{ted in that wealth, 
whichis thus a prey to each element ſingle, and 
yet more often to them united in Man, to whoſe 
| frauds or violences more have owed their impo- 
veriſhing, than to any ofthe former accidents ? 
And now what greater infatuation can there be, 
than to placea truſt on that which is ſo flitting 
and unſteady, to lean on a broken reed, or in 
Solomons phraſe, to ſet ones eyes upon that whith 
# not? | 

13. BUT if by an impoſſible ſuppoſition, 
weſhould imagine Riches to be as permanent, as 
they are indeed tranlitory : yet unleſs they had as 
well Strezethas conſtancy, they could with no 
reaſon be depended on. He that ſtays by. his 


friend to the laſt minute, 1f he have no power to. 


aſſiſt him, is only a ſpectator, not a reliever of 
his ſufferings. Andalas, how many miſeries are 
Men ſubject to,in which wealth'can give them no 

aid !Is a Manaffliiged in his body withypain? The 


btydies 


| 
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Indies are not a competent price for- a minutes 
eaſe, an hours ſeep. Is he perſecuted: in his 
Name with reproach ? *'Tis not whole Izgors of 
gold that will ftop the mouth of Fame : nay of- 
tentimes the obloquy is it ſelf meerly the proge- 
ny of his wealth, that breedingenvy, and envy 
detraCtion. But-if the ſore lye yet deeper, if it be 
the Soulrhat ſuffers, that i yet farther removed 
from poſhbility of relief this way. Itit ſufferas 
2 ſlave, under the dominion of fin, no treaſure 


can redeem from that vaſſalage. Wealth does *' 


indeed too often by adminiltring temptation 
ftrengthen thoſe chains, - but it cannot break 


them, as appears too evidently by the number of . 


fuch rich bondmen. If it groan under the guilt 
of fin, labour under the terrors of an accuſing 
Conſcience, alas! gold is no balm to a wounded 
ſpirit : the luxuries which that has ſupported 
may help to pierce, but it has no power to heal. 
Or laſtly, if the ſoul fall finally under the pu- 
niſhment of fin, there is no commuting that pe- 
nance, buying off thar ſmart; Riches abuſed 
may indeed {well the attempt, and multiply the 
ſtripes, but they can never bribe the remiſs of 
any. The Wiſe-man hathafſured us this, Prov. 
11.4. Riches profit not in the day off wrath, - Nor 
does this carry any oppoſition to the counſel of 
our Saviour, Lyke 16. 9. of making friends of the 
Mammon of unriehteouſneſs : for he refers not 
there to any natural or inherent property of 
riches, but only tothat extrinſick and accidental 
advantage may be made of them proportionably 

iT to 
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to what was ſaid before of the »njuſt Steward; 
whoſe dextexous, managery was it that rendred 
his Lords debts ſo-uſeful to him ; not that they 
had any proper innate vertue to ſecure him from 
the neceſlity either of begging or digging. And 
therefore we ſee Chriſts words run not in an An- 
nunciative, but an Exhortatory ſtile : he tells 
us not that Mammon ſhall make us friends, but 
excites us to make that our own care, and by a 
prudent diſpolure to make it {ubſervient to an 
 endabove'its native efficacy. But all this 1s ſure 
very, reconcileable with that natural imporency 
we haveoblerved in it. Wealth charitably dil- 
poſed may have excellent effects, but, yer thoſe 


are to beaſcribed to the charity, not the wealth, - 


which ſtill remains in its own eſſence the ſame 
vnaQtive lump ,in the Cheſt that it was in the 
Mine, like the heathen Deities,unable to protect 
its moſt zealous Idolaters. As a further inſtance 
whereof I may add that which will found very 
like a riddle,that riches cannot deliver even from 

reſent Want ; which yet is demonſtrably true 
1n all thoſe rich Miſers, whole bellies are lank, 
while their coffers are full ; a ſort of Tantalized 
| creatures, not peculiar only to this latter age, 
for we find them deſcribed by Solomon, Eccleſiaſt. 
6.2. A min to whom God hath given riches, wealth 
and honour, ſo that he wanteth nothing for his ſoul 


of all that he defireth, yet God giveth him not power 


20 eat thereof. So unlignificant a thing is wealth, 
that without the addition of a new power, it en- 
ables him not to receive the leaſt benefit from it:; 

| | 14. WHEN 
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14, WH EN allthis is conlidered, what is | 


there in wealth that can invite the leaſt. confi- 


dence, ſince it appears ſo utterly unable to ſecure 
men in their moſt important intereſts, nay todo 
that which it moſt immediately and moſt colour- 
ably pretends to, the keeping them from want ? 
And therefore he that will not run himſelf upon 
that ſad defeat of being diſappointed in his truſts, 
failed in his greateſt exigents, muſt look out for 
ſome firmer ground whereon to build. But alas ! 
our {oil affords it: not, all here below was long 
ſince pronounced by one that wanted neither 
wiſdom nor experience, to be Vanity. Such 
mutations and viciſſitudes attend all ſublunary 
things, that he that attempts to ereCt. any du- 
rable ſatisfaQtion on them, out-does the folly of 
that abſurd architect Chriſt mentions, and 


- buildsnot on the /ad, but water: and in this 


ſence the world is ſtill under a deluge, not ſo 
much dry ground, as where a dove ray reſt her 
_ *MPA'D | | 
15. WE are then driven by way of neceſſary 
refuge, to that which ſhould be our voluntary 
choice, to come home to the Ark to ſhelter our 


felves under his wings, where alone we may ſe- 


curely re(t, and according to the advice which 
the Apoſtle ſubjoyns ro theſe cautions, to ruſt i» 
the living God. And todo this amidlt all the ſe- 
ducements of Wealth, to ſee through all thoſe 
miſts which the fumes of Plenty raiſe, and whilſt 
they enjoy the gift, to confide only in the Giver, 
is indiſpenſably the duty, and ſhould be the care 
p | 


of 
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ofevery one,to whom S. P«w/ directs this charge, 
All that are rich in this world. 

16. AND ſuch in the laſt place are to take 
notice of another branch of their obligation, and 
that is to uſe that advantage which their Wealth 
gives them towards the exerciſe of Temperance : 
which indeed can never be known to be truly 
fach, but when there are opportunities and tem- 
ptations tothe contrary. He that hath nothing 
wherewtith to maintain a Rio, leaves it doubtful 


both to others and himſelf, whether his Abſtinen-- 
ces be the effetts of Poverty or Temper ; but he 


that has all the fuel for Luxury, and yet permits 
it trot to kindle, he approves his Sobriety to be 
indeed: his Choice, not his fate. And this is a 
moſt excellent priviledge of Wealth: and 
though tis to be doubted it ſcarce finds room in 
moft of our Catalogues, yet certainly it merits 
a principal place, as being much the greateſt of 
all thoſe, which refle&t only upon the perſon 
himſelf. This reſiiting of Temptari8ns is truly 
that Heroick courage worthy of thoſe that pre- 
' tendto Honour, fit to denominate a Gallant mar. 
I wiſh thoſe who ſeek that reputation by many 
raſh and unwarrantable Adventures, would here 
entertain their youthful Ardours, this being gz 
Field where they may be aſſured never to wan 
| Combatants. One while G/utrony preſents it felf, 
. armed with the allurements of a full and delicate 
' Table: and though one would think him but-a 
| deſpicable Affailant, that has only the Kirchin 
for his armory, yet experience ſhews us, thoſe 
| edgleſs 
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edgleſs weapons may vie with the keeneft for, the | 
mottalneſs of their effetts. Ar another' time | 
Drunkenneſs ſends a Challenge by delicious Li> | 
quor, cheerful and diverting Company;and thag 
not without menace obinfamy to him, who fhall 
own ſo much religious cowardile, as to fear to | 
hazard his: Sobriety in the encounter. Some- 
times again Lyff attaches him with the piercing 
darts, the kilhng glances of a proſtitute Beauty. 
In the mean time Pride, the moſt flie-and trea- 
cherous of all the reft, 1s perpetually laying am- 
buſhes for h1ym im the adorations of his Flatrerers, 
the vanity of his Attire, and ihnumerdble kinds 
of Exceſfes. And now what Kyight-Errand 
would wiſh for mofe Encounters? ..Qr why 
ſhould men range abroad to invixe:Quarrels, 
whileſt they tamiely ſiffer fuch troops of enemies 
to bid them daily defhance? 'Tis, they fayy a. 
Maxime among the Swordmen, That he that has 
once been baffled, is ever after an incompetent Chal- 
lenger. I wifh it might have this one fober appli- ' 
cation, that men would ſuſpend all other Dmels, 
till they have righted themſelves on rheir Vices, 
and by forme fignal Conqueſts redeemed them- 
ſelves from that obloquy and defamation, which | 
theſe mean, yet inſulting Adverſaries have expo- 
ſed them to. | 

17. HAVING fheived what Uſcs areduly 
to be made of Weadirh, tet us now look back; and 
conſider whether any of them be ordinarily dil-, 
cernible in Prattice, And here we ſhall meer 


with one fort of nien, who ftumble-at the very 
"2 threſhold, 
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threfliold,” that fail in that firſt pare of duty, on 
which all thereſt depend :T mean thoſe who by a 
ſupine negligence ſuffer-their Efares to moulder 
and conſume.inſenſibly, for want 'of an eaſe in- 
ſpeQtion and overſight. 'Of ſuchas theſe former 
Ages have afforded inſtances, and doubtleſs the 
preſent alſo, thoughthe number of. the luxuri- 
ous waſters do now ſo overwhelm them, that they 
are the leſs difcernible. And though this ſeem 
to be the effett only of ſloth, yet certainly there 
areother concurrents to it, generally rs two: 
firſt fuch an overweening of their wealth, that 
they think it inexhauſtible ; and ſecondly an opi- 
nion that it'is a mean and peaſantly. thing for a 
Gentleman togive himſelf the trouble of looking 
after his fortune. The motives are too ridicu- 
lous'to deſerve a confutation ; but in the mean 
time 1t cannot but extort pity, to ſee Families 
ruined by ſuch vain whimfſies. And what tole- 
rable account can ſuch a Parent give to his beg- 
 gar'd Off-ſpring, to whom 'ris _ likely he may 
propagate,the pride and ſloth which made the 
mere managery of an Eſtate too hard for him, | 
and yet withal bequeaths them the {adder toil of 
getting one? Nay, what account can hegive to 
God, from whom he received it, in order to ſeve- 
ral ends, if he thus at once defeat them all? 
?Twasa Command to the Fews, that they ſhould 
not cut down Fruit-trees, though it were for ſo ne- 
cellary an uſe as to advance 4 Siege, Dewt. 20. 19. 
Bur this 15 the hewing down that Stock, from 
which ſo much good Fruit ſhould ſpring, __ 
that 
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that without any pretence either of neceſſzty or 
reaſon, 

18, OUR next view will preſent us with a»0- 
ther ſort of perſon, whoas much tranſgreſles the 
duty of contentedneſs in. both the 'parts of it. 
"Tis no prodigy to ſee men, whom God hath at- 
forded the portion of the rich, ſcarce to allow 
chemſelves that of the poor ; ſo letting their ee 
be evil even to themſelves becauſe Gods is good, 
The Egyptians were ſuch jealous Reverers of thoſe 
Creatures which they worſhipp'd, that he that 
violated them was in darger of ftoning, Exod. 8. 
26. So theſe men who have ſet up their Wealth 
for their God, pay it ſo much veneration, that as 
they are impatient to have it invaded by others 
ſo they areafraid to offer the leaſt violence to it 
themſelves. They have Inſhrined it to receive 
their adorations, and it is now become Sacriledge 
(indeed the only one they ſcruple ) to debaſle it to 
the ſupply of their neceſſities. They are ſtrange 
auſterities which the Yotarzes of this Deity wall 
endure, even, beyond the mortifications of the 
molt rigid Aſcerick, Their whole lives area per- 
petual contradiQion to all the appetites of Na- 
ture; yet alas! that infers here no compliance 
with thoſe of Grace, but as if they meant to ſer 
upa Third party in the world, they equally op- 
poſe theſe. And now he that thus oppreſſes him- 

elf, no wonder if he do the like to others, if he 
extort the utmoſt that either power or fraud can 
_—\ from any. And that this work may not be 
retarded, he is provided of variety of inſtruments 
F 3 for 
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for it. Sqmetimes Bribery muſt givg him 2 legal 
colour to rob his neighbour. Or it a Wirnels 
provea better pexny-worth than the Judge, Subor- 
nation ſhall do the buſine's. Sometimes Extor- 
ticn {hall prey upon a needy Creditor, and that 
not only with the ſlower gnawings of a Canker, 
but with the more ravenous devourings of the 
Vulture... Sometimes the Rack is brought out, 
and a paor Tenant taiined on it, and there 1q 
ſtrained and diſtorted, that he can never knyjt 
again toany competeat ſubliltence. Sometimes 
again a poor neighbouring Prodigal {hall be ſpur- 
red on-to-farther riot, fed with money, that ſo 
by a forfeited Morigage he may ſeize on his 
Eſtate. Ina word, *twerg endleſs to reckon up 
all the engines of :apine which this greedy Inva- 
der hath in his magazine. And of ſuch a oaeI pre- 
ſume every man will pronounce, that he noto- 

rioully violates the precept of Cantentedaels. 
19. BU T. though this be the groſſett, bo is 
he not the only Tranſgrefſor. Theres allo exo- 
ther more plauſible ſort, who though they dg 
not thus ſeek to encreaſe their wealth at. other 
mens colts, yet do it too much at their own ; 
whole brains are mere forges of Projects, perpe- 
tually hammering out ſome new Contriyance top 
gain, that continually travel in birth of ſomg 
reſh Improvement, ſuffer all the pangs and 
throwsofa carkin ſolicitude in purſuit of it, J 
know this piece of Coverou/nefi hath _ luck 
than the reſt, and paſles for a credi thing, 
under the ſpecious nameof good husbangry Lu 
ure 
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ſure ifit be throughly penetrated, it will appear 
no leſs oppoſite to Contentment than the for- 
mer. Nor can that guilt be invaded by thoſe 
that ſay, they ſeek-to advance their Fortunes, 
not out of the Miſers deſign of hoarding-up, but 
out of the more generous purpoſe of living more 


iplendidly. For ſure he that covets more to 


ſpend, is as little contented in his portion, as 
he that covets more to lay up : he that thinks 
his Table too ſcanty, his equipage too low, is 
as far from being ſatisfied, as he that thinks his 
land too little, his bag too empty. So that 
'tis apparent theſe arrows come out of the 
fame quiver, though they be ſhot at ſeveral 
marks. 

20. AND between both theſe motives of 
griping no wonder if the Duty of Alms-giving be 
crouded into a very narrow compaſs. That ex- 
cellent vertue of Charity has indeed much of 
the image and impreſs of Chriſt upon it : but the 
World has given it a further kind of conformity 
with him than he ever deſign'd, its crucihxion 
between Covetouſneſs and Luxury, being the 
counterpart of his hanging between the Thieves. 
There wants only one member of the parallel, 
the breaking the legs of theſe Malefatfors, which 
God knows our Sowldiers, nay many Armies of 
them have not been able to do. The many in- 
ſtances theſe times have given of the ſudden dif- 
{ipation of mens Idolized heaps, have not yet { 
diſciplin'd the Worldling, as to perſwade him 


tO lay uþ his treaſure in Heaven, And the loud calle 


F 4 C 


72 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. *® 


of God to weeping and mourning and girding with 
ſackcloth, have moſt prepoſterouſly been Echo- 
ed back with the louder noiſe of mens revellings, 
and wild jollities. And then they who .thus | 
deſpiſe the judgment of God, are very unlike- 
ly to compaſſionate the milſeries of men, and I 
doubt there are many who thus anſwer the cha- 
rater of the unjuſt Fudge, Luke 18. that neither 
fear God nor regard man, nay that far outgo him 
in inexorableneſs of temper. He was to be 
, wrought upon by i»portuxity ; but ſo petrified are 
theſe mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears 
can diſſolve them. *Tis a much eaſier task to 
dig Metal out of its native Mine, than to fetch 
it out of the covetous mans Coffer. The Earth, 
though ſhe hide, yet ſhe guards not her treaſure, 
*F1Ss acceſſible to the ndabry of any that will 
ſearch for it: bur he like an 4724s ſtands Cen- 
tinel about his, and ſounds an alarm upon the 
remoteſt appearance of a poor {uppliant. With 
what jealoulie does he eye any that he can but 
fanſie to come upon that ungrateful errand, and 
\ then how many arts has he to prevent the aſſault ? 
Or if by ſome extraordinary Charm all his eyes 
have ſo ſlept at once, that * happen to be ſur- 
priſed, yet he has ſo many weapons of defence, 
that the aſſailant ſhall gain little by it, but the 
ſhame of an open repulſe, being ſure to find 
him impregnable. As for the Yoluptuary, he. has 
ſo many expenſive luſts to maintain, that he has 
difficulty enough how to gratifie all them in the 
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diſtribution of his wealth; they are competh- 
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tors to each other, yet joyn to keep out that 
which would be a common one to them all. He 
that grudges not the wildeſt profuſions of his . 
| wealth, yet thinks an Alms will undo him.*Tis 
the grand buſineſs of his life to contrive ways of 
expence : yet when any object of charity preſents 
one, he becomes thrifty on the ſudden, like the 
Senſitive plant ſhrinks at that touch, and that 
open hand of his clutches as faſt, as if ſome con- 
vulſion had contraQted it. Thus totally have men 
forgot upon what terms their wealth wasgiven 
them, and thereby like miſerable Chymiſts, ex- 
trat Poyſon out of Cordials, a Curſe ont of a 
Bleſſing. Riches were deſigned by God-to be 
ſubſervient to that Compaſſhon which he has im- 
planted in humane nature : but now they are be- 
come the means of ſuppreſſing and eradicating it. 
- Rich men look upon poor, as if they were crea- 
tures of another ſpecies, things wherein they 
were perfectly unconcerned. *Tis Stradz's fan- 
cy, that there is ſuch a ſympathy raiſed between 
two Needles touched by the ſame Loadſtone, that 
perſons at the greateſt diſtance may by the conſent of 
their motion maintain 4 correſpondency. I ſhall 
not undertake for the truth of the Experiment, 
but however methinks *tis matter of reproach to 
us, that theſe inanimate creatures ſhould have 
{o much obſervable accord, as to give pretence 
for ſuch a conjecture, whilſt men who:haveſo 
many undoubted principles of union-both from 
nature and grace, have quite extinguiſhed all ef- 
fetts of them. That too many have fo, there 


needs 
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needs no other evidence than the many unſuc- 


cour'd: extremities of the Poor. For how elſe 


can it become poſſible, that one rank of men 
ſhould gluttonize, and another ſtarve? That he 
that thinks it death to endure either the want or 
moderation of a Meal, ſhould never conſider 
what are the gripings of the ſtill empty ſtomach ? 
That he ſhould without all regret ſee his own 
humane nature pining and languiſhing in the 
perſon of his poor brother, whilſt in himſelf'ris 
reſt with the quite contrary exceſſes, and 
might be relieved in both by a more equal diſtri- 
bution ? 
| 21. AND now whocan ſufficiently deplore, 
the wants of the Poor, ſhall I ſay,or rather the in- 
humanity of the Rich ! This ſurely is the ſadder 
ſpeQacle of the two: the one only ſuffers, the 
other fins. And that ſuffering too may end in 
eternal refreſhments, whereas the other in end- 
leſs torment. Lazarw reſts in Abrahams boſom, 
when the uncharitable G/utton fries in perpetual 
flames. Andoh that this were through \mpi.neve 
ed, thatthey would conſider that every degree 
of maretitnk they ſhew to others, reverts 
with a rebounded force upon themſelves ! Alas, 
*tis not ſo much the poor mans body,as their own 
- fouls that ſue for their alms.. And whenever they 
ſhut up their bowels of compaſſion from the one, 


what do they but opeayilar rauda, feal wp Gods 
Pore-houfes and treaſuries from the other ? When 


they deny the crambs from their table, they deny 


themſelves a drop of water to cool their tongues. 
22, BUT 


| 
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' 2%: BUT I fearthis of Liliberality may paſs 
for a moderatecrimein this Age,” when ſo many 
are guilty of another ſo far tranſcending it.-For 
do we not{kedivers, who inſtead of abating their 
Exceſſes to relieve the Poor, do maintain their 
Riot upon them ? If the deſperate Debrs of pagr 
Tradeſmen were examined, I doubt not this 
would a a fad truth. *Fis became io 
faſhionable a thing to run into Scores, and ſo un- 
faſhionable to pay them, that he is ſcarce th 
well-bred, that bh not bankrupted one at leaſt 
of each Trade hedeals with. Their onlycare is 
to get credulous Merchants, who fo long as they 
truſt ſtoutly ſhall have fair words, but if once 
their faith fil, then, as if the So/id;ian doftrine 
| had ftretcht it ſelf into Traffick as well as Di- 
vinity, they are pronounced Reprobates, and as 
{olicitouſly avoided as the Separarift ſhuns a per» 
{on whom he is pleaſed to call carnal. Poſterns 
and obſcure paſſages are contrived, on purpoſe 
to eſcape them ; ſo that a poor Creditor: muſt 
we many days, nay months attendances, be- 
ore he can fo ſurpriſe a Gent/eman, as to come 
but roask his own ; and then the heſt return he 
uſually meets with, is ſome empty promiſes to 
bribe a delay. But ſometimes he fares much 
worle, andas if 'twere a crime not to ſtarve (i- 
lently, he is reviled and reproached, and harſh 
and cantumelious language become his only pay- 
ment. It has been receivedas a Maxim, That we 
are all kind to our own creatures : But this caſe 
ſhews tis no univerſal rule ; for thoſe who thus 


make 
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make poor men, are of all other, the moſt bar- 
barous to them in their poverty. But let thoſe 
who thus ſhuffle off their reckonings with men, 
remember that there will come a day, when the 

ſhall not be able to decline their. Account to God. 
And with what horrour and confuſion muſt they 
appear at that Audit, when they ſhall-be charged 
not only with the miſ-ſpending their own eſtates, 
but other mens, the having added robbery to un- 


mercifulneſs ? 
- 23: IF in the next place we ſhall refle& on 


the Apoſtles caution of zot being high-minded or 
rrefting in uncertain riches, we muſt turn'to our 
Bibles to be ſatisfied there was, ever any ſuch 
charge given, there is-{olittle of it to be read in 
mens. practices. Humility is a plant, that is 
carefully weeded out of all rich grounds, ac- 
counted a mean degenerous quality, that like 
Treaſon attaints the blood, and forteits Nobili- 
ty:"; Gentlemex, though they are for the moſt 
part: very guiltleſs of the Phariſee's abſtinence, 
the faſting twice a week, do yet tranſcribe the 
worle part of his copy, the thinking they are zor 
Hike other men, and believe it a juſtice they owe 
their birth to do ſo. They have mounted them- 
ſelves aloft, and looking down from thoſe Pi- 
nacles of Honour,:. all below feetn little and con- 
temptible creeping things .of the Earth, Worms 
and no Men. T am not ſo for confounding of Qua- 
licies, as to exat they ſhould chuſle their .Inti- 
mates and Companions out of the loweſt rank. 


I know Prudence as well as Pride has drawn a 
: Partition- 


| 


ly with the other; and while t 
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Partition-wall between them (though perhaps 
the latter has raiſed it to an unneceſſary height ) 
but I wiſh it might be remembred, that as the 
Precept of Not eating Blood was deſfigned not 
for it ſelf, but as an Hedge againſt Murther, {o 
that juſt diſtance, which Order recommends be- 
tween the Nobleand the Mean, is valuable only 


as a fence againſt baſe and ignoble praftices ; true || 
greatneſs conſiſting in deſpiſing not the "_—_— [| 
as! the 


but the vices of the vulgar. Yet here 
ſcene is quite changed, and many wholook the 
moſt faſtidioully on the one, will et mix free- 
| bo ſoar the 
higher in the opinion of their ſuperiority, do 
yet ſtoop to the ſordid-beſtialities of the moſt 
abje&t of men. Nay, indeed this Lure does 
ſometimes make many of theth deſcendeven from 
their punCtilioes, and thoſe who at _ another 
meeting muſt have lookt for no other treatment 
but what S. James defcribes, Jam. 2. 3. Stand 
thou there, or ſit here under my foot-ſtool, ſhall in 
the rounds of good fellowſhip be equal with the 


beſt : ſucha Levelſr is Debauchery, that it takes 


oft all diſtinttions. But in the mean time how 
_ a ſhame is it, that ſuch vicious motives 
all have force enough to make them thus de- 
grade themſelves, when all the Engagements of 
Chriſtianity are notable todo that which is much 
leſs, toabate any thing of thoſe tumours, thoſe 
{welling conceits of their own greatneſs, or (in 
the P/a/mi/*s phraſe ) to make them know them- 

ſelves to be but Men. 
24, NOR 


— - 
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24. NOR has the other branch of the cau- 
fiori any better-ſicceſs among them, 'Tis in 
many of them too diſcernible, that they place 
chat Truſt in «ncertajn Riches, which they ſhould 
repoſe only in the /iving God, ſo making his 
Gifts his Rivals, and railing him a Competitor 
even of his own Bounty. For this we need no 
other ways of probation, than only to examine, 
whether it is, that in any caſe of difficulty or 
diſtrefs they make their earlieſt and moſt impor- 
eunare addreſſes, for there we may conclude them 
ro fix the greateſt confidence. And I fear 'tig 
coo apparent, that where wealth makes but an 
the {lighteſt pretences, promitles the leaſt aid, 
though but remote, and at the ſecond hand, it 
has moſt of their applications. Thus in caſe of 
Diſeaſe, they whoſe plenty enables them for the 
cofttier methods of care, is not their firſt reſort 
thither ? do not their Fees flie faſter than their 
\ Prayers? and are they not much haſtier to in- 
vite the Phyſician than the Divine ? Nay, in- 
deed the latter is ſcarce ever admitted, till the 
formet have forſaken them ; ahrewd indication, 
where their prime hopes are built. So again in 
any diſaſtrous event, the firſt Eflay is whether 
Money will heal the Wound. He that is un- 
der the diſpleaſure of a Superiour, ſeeks to a 
peaſe by Preſents, or buys the frrerdſbip of a 
Blaſts, Afts 12.20. to mediate for hum. He that 
& brought before a Tribunal, endeavours witlt 
the fame golden Engine to draw. off his Profe- 


cutor, to bend and incline his Judge. He whoſe 
Wealth 
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Wealth makes him purſued as a deſirable Prey, 
expects his ſafety even from that which is the 
original of his danger ; and as if like a Scorpion it 
alone could cure its own ſting, tries whether a 
part will ſecure the whole. Andin the mean 
time'no attempt is made to call in God to their 
reſcue ; as if he werean idle unconeern'd SpeRa- 
tor of humane affairs, or fo inconſiderable art 
Ally, as not to be worth the care of engagi 
him on their fide. Nay ever: in their lait an 
dreadfulleſt danger, many ſeem not to quit their 
dependence on their Wealth ; ſome Teftmentary 
Charities muſt then do wonders for them, and 
pals for all thoſe Fruits of Repentaxce, which 
ſhould fecure them from the Wrath ro come. 
Even thoſe that have drunk the blood of the 
Poor, ſuffered the moſt of it to incorporate into 
their Eſtates, think by diſgorging ſome ſinall 
part of it ( which perhaps lies crude, not yet {6 
digeſted) in a Legacy, to eaſe their conſciences : 
ſo adapting their Reſtitutions to their Rapines, 
only in thts one reſpe&, that thoſe as well as 
theſe are of another mans goods ; they never com- 
mencing till death hath difſeiſed them of all pro- 
priety, as if the Iniquity of the Fathers were in 
this fence to be vifired upon the Children, Thus 
their Wills become their only Paſs-port,,to con- 
vey them to Abraham's boſom, and by Thus ca- 
Joling the Poor ar parting, they truaft «to extin- 
gutiſh the clamonrs of all former oppreions, and 
in ſpighr of Solomon will hope, that Riches ſhall 
profit tn the day of wrath. It will not here bs 


perti- 
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pertinent to inquire how many other objects of 
Truſt they have, which divert them from that 
one, to which the Apoſtle directs them. It may 
{ſuffice in general to ſay, that none can be ſuppo- 
ſed indeed to truſt ox the living God, but thoſe 
who by ſincere piety qualife themſelves for his 
protection ; according to which meaſure 'tis to be 
feared many even of the faireſt pretenders will be 
excluded. | 
25. I F now we proceed to the /af? part of the 

Rich mans Duty, the exerciſe of Temperance, we 
may without an Awgur divine the return of that 
; Tnqueſt. For it having formerly appeared, that 

they turn that ſtream, which ſhould flow in Cha- 
rity, tomake- the fuller current for their Luxury, 
*tis viſible: they are far from deſigning any ſelf- 
denial.. But if that inference were not proof 
enough of it, they daily give us ocular demon- 
| trations: What ſtudious proviſions do they 
make for the, fleſh to fulfil the Iuſts thereof? Rom, 
13.14. Nature affords not Meat delicate enough 
for their palats; it muſt be adulterated with the 
_ coltly mixturesof Art, before it can become Gez- 

tile nouriſhment. And in this they are arrived to 
{ucha niceneſs, that Cookery is become a very 
myſterious Trade, the Kitchin has almoſt as 
many Igtricaciesas the Schools. And the quan- 
tity of tfeir, Meat is not leſs extravagant than 
the kind:; One that did but examine their Bz/ls 
of Fare, 'would think the Dogs appetite were 
the Epidemick Diſeaſe among them, if he did 


not conſider they had Eyes to be ted as well as 
| Bellies 
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Bellies. Nor-will they be-ſo Ununiformy, as-not; 
to have their Dritik bear a full-ptoportion; with 
their Meat ;/ and *twere well if it did no: more, 
that their Drinking had but thoſe ſet: hours of 
their Meals, that ſo there mightbe at leaſt ſome 
Intervals and Pauſes in their Debauches; wheres 
as now many perſons . allow 'themſelves | no 
longer Intermiſſfions than may juſt quabfie. them 
fora new Exceſs ; recover their- wits) _ {o 
far, as may put them in capacity of loſing then 
again. 
BG. BU T beſides theſe; there is a#ather ſort 
of provifes for the fliſh, of which they are noleſs 
ſolicitous, and which many bny tn at very dear 
rates. The embraces ofa Wife are as nauſeous 
to them, as Manna to the Iſraelites. *Tis Vas 
riety they huntafter ; and ſo they might have the 
Turk's Seraglio, the would not ſtick to take his 
M #hometaniſm withal. Nay if that were. as 
#greeable to their Reaſontobelieve, as to5their 
inclinations to-embrace, they woutd .certainly 
reckon it a conſiderable part of the prize, as that 
which to the preſent poſſeſſion ſuperadds a liberal 
reverſion” of thoſe brutiſh delights, and would 
think they had made a very commodious Bargain, 
to have ſo exchang'd the Chriitians preſentpuri- 
ty, and future Heaven! 21 7 ooo Gt | 
27. T-O all theſe Excefſes,. that of their 4p» 
parel does perfectly correſpond: fo, much coſt; fo 
much bufineſs.goes to it,” that'one may almoſt as 
eheaply and-eaſily- rigrout'@ :Ship;; as" et out 4 
Gentleman in his complete  Equipage;, How 
& C many 
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many: Artificersgo there to the piecing bim up ? 
He that ſhould aſſign him one to each Limb, 
would much contract the number, which 1s in- 
deed ſogreat, that if it were computed *twould 
befourd irconſtituted moſt of the Trades in a 
Commonwealth. A ſtrange diſproportion, that 
thelittle World ſhould ſo much outvy the Grea- 
ter; anda lively inſtance it is of the multiply- 
ing faculty of Vanity, - that can improve Natures 
ſimpke neceſſity of covering, to ſuch an exorbi- 
tant exceſs, and has nurſt up the firſt Fig-leaves 
to ſuch a luxuriant growth, that 'the Herciniar 
Ozks, which Mela tells ſuch wonders of, are 
but a kind of Pigmy-plant to them that thus 
over-ſpread the World, and from covering of 
Shame, are grown to ſhadow and darken Reaſon 
it ſelf, ſocreating a Moral nakedneſs, whilſt they 
hide a Natural. 

'28. TO all the reſt we may add their Sports 
and Recreations, the expenſiveneſs whereof is no 
7 Guic-and, to all the former. Gamirg, like 


a Quick-fand, ſwallows up a man in a moment ; 
and how many ſuch Wrecks have theſe latter 
Ages produced ? Hawkes, and Hounds,and Horſes, 
&c. areſomewhat ſlower devourers, yet as they 
are managed by ſome, tend much to the ſame 
end: ſothat methinks ſuch men ſeem to make 
the fame menace to ther Eſtates, which Gol;ah 
. didto David, 1 Sam.17. 44. 1 wilt give thee to 
the fowls of the Air, and to the beaſts of the field. 
$iich vaſt numbers of them:they have, and rhoſe 
kept with ſuch niceneſs and curioſity, as if my 
IF 
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had a deſign to debauch the poor animials,and in- 
ſe them with their luxury. *Tis now no new 
in the literal ſence to have the Childrens brea: 
given to Dogs; and it may within a while be ag 
Petle, to have not only their Children, but them- 
ſelves want it. ForProdigality is of the nature 
of the Viper, and eats out the bowels of that 
Wealth which gave it birth ; and A#eor's fate 
was both Emblem and Story, to be eater up with 
his Dogs. 

29. W E haveſeennow how much their Pr4- 
Fice ſwerves from their Daty : Let us next alittle 
conſider, whether they might not be happier 
if they were regulated by it. And firſt, a prudent 
overſight oftheir Eſtates is ſure far from being 
ſuchan oppreſling burden as ſome are willing tg 
fanſie it. For if it be moderate, and ſuch only- 
I recommend, it is ſuppoſed toexclude all pain. 
ful and diſquieting ſolicitudes, and then it be: 
comes only of the nature of a Divertiſement, 
helps themi off with ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, 
whoſe emptineſs becomes their Load, and which 
they would elſe bein pain, and probably at no 
ſmall coſt to diſpoſe of. And I ſee not why it 
ſhould not be full as pleaſant at the inſtant,totalk 
of their own affairs, as of other mens, (which 
/et are the uſual entertainmient of thoſe that neg- 
ect their own : ) to take up Accounts at home, 
as Reckonings atthe Tavern: AndI am ſure tis 
much morg lo inthe conſequences of it, as miuctt 
as Peace is above Diſcord and Tumult, Plenty 
aboye Indigence and Neceſſity: EET 

G 2 30. NEXT 
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30. NEXT for Contenrtment, univerſal con- 
ſent ſuperſedes the labour of proving that a hap- 

ineſs, it being unanimouſly accorded to be the 
Elixir and Quinteſſence of all chat pretends to 
that title ; tobe to all theſe outward things, as 
the Soul is to the Body, that which animates and 
inſpirits them, without which they are bur dead, 
yea noiſom carcaſſes, preſſures inſtead of enjoy- 
ments: This'is the true Philoſophers ſtone, that 
turns all-it touches into Gold ; the poor man is 
Rich with it, and the Richeſt poor withour ir. 
Whoever therefore deſires to improve his Eſtate, 
let him begin his culture or husbandry upon his 
mind, plant there this Tree of Life, the ſhade 
whereof will yield him a perpetual refreſhment, 
twill make him always as rich as he deſires to 
be ; and he certainly knows not what he asks, 
that demands more. 

. 31, THE next Duty, that of Liberalrey, 
may perhaps be thought not to have ſo amiable 
an aſpect ; but it is only by thoſe who look upon 
It through falſe Glaſſes: men generally conſider 
it asa piece of ſpiritual rapine,an Engine framed 
by Divines to force open their Coffers, and plun- 
der them without a War. But if they would but 
turn the right end of the Perfpeftive,twould theri 
have a quite contrary appearance; they would 
diſcern that it is the means to multiply, not, di- 
miniſh their ſtore, a more profitable way of uſu- 
Ty than any the greedieſt Extortioner hath ever 
found out. *Tis 4 lending to the Lord, Prov.1 g. 
17.who ſurely is the moſt ſolvent Debtor any man 
| | can 
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can deal with, and one who never makes ſcanty 
retributions, This I am confident might be at- 
teſted eventually true by all thole who have at- 
tempted to make the experiment. The only pre- 
gudice that can lie againſt their Teſtimony 1s the 
paucity of thoſe that have ſo attempted ('and 
would to God men would conſpire toſolyg'that 
objection ) for were all charitable perſons ſum- 
mon'd to give in their accounts, I doubt not ut 
would appear their bounty had enriched, not 1im- 
poveriſhed them. I am ſure I have'met with ſe- 
veral remarkable inſtances of it, but never yet 
with one to the contrary ; and therefore if either 
reaſon or precedent may have force,he that conlt- 
_ ders but rightly his own temporal-Intereſt canaqt 
but have appetite to this Duty, in reſpett of him- 
ſelf. And yet where there are many bowels, this 
is but a faint.inducement compared with that 
which ariſes from the calamities of the perſons 
to be relieved; The wants of the Poor are loud 
and paſlionate - Orators, ſuch as cannot muls-to 
work upon any, on whom covetouſnels harh nat 
frſt wrought the unhappy Metamorphoſis, of 
turning them into ſtone. And theſe having ance 
conveyed into a mans mind a compaſſonate-re- 
Bret, himſelf groans under that preſſure,-which 
eſcescruſhing the other : and then what can be 
more pleaſant than by a ſeaſonable charity to cate 
both ? None doubts of the Receivers delight, -bur 
lure that is ſhort-of the Givers, by how much'the 
interiour ſenſe is- more ſubtle and acute than the 
exterior, Would God thoſe who make it their 
TH SM - Trade 
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Trade to hunt after pleaſures, would try but this 
One piece of Epicuriſm, and then I doubt not, 
they would acknowledge that all meat is inſipid, 
compared with that, which they eat with the poor 
mans mouth ; the moſt ſplendid apparel ſordid 
and lgRefous, in reſpe& of that they wear upon 
.his'back ; and all pleaſures and recreations joy- 
J6 and uneaſie, balanced with thoſe tranſcen- 
dent delights which attend the exerciſe of Chri- 
ſtian liberality, | | 
}2. NOR havethey in the next place any 
reaſon to ſuſpeR the Apoitle treacherous to their 
preſent intereſt, when he ſeeks to deſpoil them of 
that either Pr;de, or confidence which their 
Riches are apt to create. For the former *ris 
certain all haughity perſons may very properly in- 
terrogite themſelves in that form, we find Wi/d. 
5. 8. What hath Pride profited ws, or what good 
ath Riches with our vannting brought us ? It would 
ſurely puzzle the moſt experienced man to define 
what there is in Pride, that can afford any felici- 
ty. The uttnoſt that can be pretended is, that it 
38 alively chearful thing to have good thoughts 
of ones 1elf; but he that can in earneſt make this 
plea for Pride, does in juſtice owe as fair an ex- 
 comiiins to Bedlam : fot according to this meaſure 
that contairis the happieſt people, there being 
thoſe'that are the molt highly rapt in the opinion 
of their own Excellencies. Yet ſure we ſhould 
judge him in good EleCtion for 'the place, that 
ſhould look upon it 'with appetite. But admit 
this might indeed paſs for a ol eaſure, yetit is the 
parent 
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parent of a far greater uneafineſs, and likea car- 
caſe breeds a worm that devours it ſelf. For he 
that looks on himſelf with ſuch a reverence, ex- 
peers that all others ſhould do ſo too, and when 
e fails in that aim ( as none-{o frequently does, 
as the proud ) what diſquiers and impatiencies is 
he under ! ſuch as infinitely overwhelm all the 
pleaſure ofhis vain complacencies. A little dil- 
reſpe&t from Mordecaivs able to evacuate all He- 
»1ax's proſperity. Such a Cheat and Tinpoſtor 
is Pride, that whilſt it pretends to exalt, it de- 
baſes ; whulſt it elevates a man above others, it 
really ſubjects him to them, puts hinm'in-theit 
power to torment and cruciate, and wWhilit it 
makes ſhew of advancing, *tis but in the fame 
manner that the Rack extends the ſtature by dif- 
locating _FOY then I hope*rwill be no 
unfriendly office to perſwade men to keep them- 
ſelves from that engine of pain, or to recom- 
mend to them ſuch an humility-of mind, as ma 
preſerve them in that ſecurity and compoſednels, 
dries is fundamentally acelfary to all true hap- 
neſs. 
F 33. THE very ſame judgment is to bemade 
of the other Branch of the Cautton, the #0t rra/t- 
ihg In uncertain Riches, but in the livins God ; 
which is moft viſibly every mans preſent concern- 
ment. He that can entertain a doubt of it, let 
him but fall into the hands of ſome treacherous 
of but impotent perſon, that ſhaft in ſome znpor- 
cant affairs betray his truſt, or deceive his hopes, 
and then let him tell me whethet it be not a nians 
| G 4 immed1- 
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immedjate; and moſt preſſing Intereſt, to build 
his confidences on,the Rock, not on the Sand. 
Nothing but the amazing exigenciesof a ſinkin 
man can excuſe the folly of catching at Reeds ; 
but;he chat ſhould deliberately ele&t ſuch Suppor- 
ters would be thought as mad, as he is ſure tobe 
miſerable. Yet this,is but the faint, and imper- 
fett Emblem of him who reſts upon his Wealth 
whereas on the other ſide he that ſhelters himſelf 
under #he ſhadow of the Almighty, .is-poſſeſt ofa 
moſt;inexpugnable Fortreſs. For how can he fail 
of ſecurity that has Omaipotency tor. his Guard, 
or, he. deluded in his. truſts, that. depends. .on 
Truthit ſelf? Let theſe ſo diſtant ſtates be'com- 
pared, and then fyreT ſhall not need to anticipate 
any mans judgment, but may leave, him to pro- 
nounce.on which1ide his Intereſt as wellas Duty 
lies 4h this'particular., ' (2: 
:34:LASTL:Y, Temperancealſo puts in her 
claim to Pleaſure, which I preſume thoſe will be 
ſure torelilt, who place that wholly in the ſatis- 
fon of the ſenſual appetite. Yet I believe 
one might take even theſe men in ſuch a ſeaſon, 
when-they ſhould be forced to give up thetr yer- 
dict forit. Come to the Glutto when he' is la- 
bouring under the load of an qvercharged ſto- 
mach.; tothe Drazkard when his mornings qualm 
is revenging on him his laſt nights debauch ; to 
the 4uffful perion, when the torment of his bones 
admcniſhes him of the ſins of his fleſh : and then 
ask them whether Temperance be not more plea- 
ſant than its contrary. I can ſcarce think.the 
PRE, ' Devil 
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Devil has any ſuch ſtout Corfeſſors, but” will Then 
betray his cauſe. But this vertue is in it ſelf too 
amiable to need any of theſe Foils to illuſtrate it ; 
the pleaſure of ſubduing a Luſt, '6f denying an | 
Appetite, is not only nobler, but greater than | 
any is to be had tn the moſttran{porting moment 
of ſatisfying them. Every man will call him a 
Brute, that when an Enemy is in the Field loſes 
the opportunity ofa glorious Victory, an 
ſes himſelf to certain Captivity, rather th 
fake his Liquor, or other forth 4 ledſure. 5 
this.is the juſt deciſion of the preſent caſe 7 
Luſts are our mirtalleſt Enernies, and every Jane 
they aſſault us, 7t1s it our choice either by refifft 
ing them to_gaina ſignal Conqueſt,” pr ET 
ſtogping to thoſe ep Fable Tares they they —_— 
to us, tb be vanquiſh ſhed by the "'He th Ei 
ſes the laſt, if he have any lhadb? of” h1e: fire! 
us. only that of a Beaſt, "Clike 4 *Horte,* who 
though he hath indeed the farisfaftion” of. recei- 
P Meat f he ao takes the Bridle, yea the 
Wh too # the fame hand. J *Tis he Þ forme 
enly, Fhatl ist feafure of ,2.2v4n,. which Tip: = 
ſufficient to Evince to'which 'the differer 
before s. For ſure noe can think God hath* then 
ſo unkind to his own Image in humane nature; as 
in the diſpenſation of felicity ts. aſſign the pat 
ſhare to the Brazes, And'therefore in'this | 
cular as well as the reft we ma y conclude, f 
1s not only the moſt” pious. but the- "moſt boy 
perion, that takes ht right uſe df his 'Weat 
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SECT. VE 
Of the Third Advantage, that of Time. 


E T usnow proceed to tha Third Ad- 
vantape, that of Time : which though 
men do often ſo induſtriouſly walſte,as 
if it were rather a burthen than an advanta e,yet 
abe differing eſtimates they make of it, when it 
— isnearexpiring, the paſſionate Death-bed wiſhies 
of a few ays reprieve, witnel$ that it has areal 
value. For were it.an empty uſeleſs thing, i 
' would not then begin to appear conliderable, 
ent all other vanities ag 19 contempt with 
: The unhappinels 0 it is, that mea learn to 
Es it,as the) wy eh other good things, rather 
_ the want than the enjoyirig, buy the skill of 
ing with theloſs of the Talent, which ſhould 
maintain the Traffick, and ther only come t0ac- 
count it a treaſure, when they can no longer diſ- 
poleit toany baneht and that diſpoſing alone 
Sit eat can rend i he truly valuable. It is there- 
fore. a moſt nece ſary providerice to learri this art 
of 1m provement, this piece of ſpiritual hisban- 
dry, ut which 4 mans ſelf becotries that ac- 
ſoil, the le mientions, Hh. 6. 8. 
Whoſe end is to be burned. T.et us therefore 4-while 


examine what are thoſe Imployments of our 
Tune, 


FT. 
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Time, which may render it moſt fertile to our 
preſerit comfort, and future account. 
2. EVER Y manſays{ though perhaps few 


conſider ) that our tire here is but 4 Prologut to 


Fternity elſewhere,and that the condition of that 


| Eternity, whether happy or miſerable, depetids 


upon the well husbanding of this titne. Thar 
therefore and that only can be the tight manage- 
ry of it, which tends to make out future Eſtate as 
happy, as it is ſure tobelaſtitg. To this pur- 
pole God hath chalked us out Tothe $teat lines of 
Duty, from whence ſo many leiſer do atiſe, 4s 
will, if we will permit them, twiſt and_wind 
themſelves with every hour of our lifes. And 
chough theſe Duties are in the kind of ther bbli- 
gatory to all conditions of men, yet frequenter 
Ads of them are expetted frotti thoſe, whoſe 
Qualities and fortunes give them more vatancy 
from ſecular toils. 

3. FOR certainly it is not to be fatſied, chat 
God who has put art ative Principle intoout na- 
ture ſhould induſtriouſly provide for the = 

a Ye- 


'B __ its operations in _A— fixeh 


et number of rtieti, as an Heratomb to beviſered 
up to Idlexeff. And yet much lels can it be 


thought, that he ſhould {6 promote that Iniqui- 


ty, which heprofeſſes to hate, as to thettt 
to the purſuits of that, Manamir thetti from In- 
bour, to leave them freer for vice. An if nei- 
ther of theſecan be ſuppoſed, iftheir leiſure were 
not indulged thetn either thar they might do no- 
thing, or do ill, there remains only a third end - 

| imaginable, 
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- .iImaginable, and that.is'the coung good ; (foras 
' for Sports and Paſtimes, - the belt of them come 
{onear to idleneſs, and the worſt of them to 
| Vice, thatas the one is not to be allowed any, 
| {ſotheother no conſiderable part of their time.) 
| .Now becauſe none. good but 'one, that is God, 
Mark 10..18.. we can take our. meaſures of good 
ations only from his preſcription ; and ſo thoſe 
which he.has commended as ſuch to Maakind in 
eneral, point out to this particular rank of men 
-the- nature of their Exerciſes, as their eſpecial 
Vacancy, and leiſure does the higher degrees of 
them. 
' 4 AND firſt thoſe of . Picty. towards God 
jutly. challenge a great ſhare of their Time. For 
whereas God may ſeem to have limited and con- 
fined the poor mans zeal, by that Rule of prefer- 
mercy tO themſelves before erifice to. him; 
Rees by exempting the rich from thoſe neceſſi- 
PEG require, their devetiaz. to {well-up to 
ome proportion with, his bounty. tothem, who 
being freed from thoſe weights wherewith others 
ate clogs ed.and incumbred, even nature it ſelf 


ſuggeſts. fhe expetvuon of their ſoaring higher. 
He ha I t them-ata diſtance from the: mcaner 
os Mlicitades of life, as if he were jealous 


thoſe might prove his rivals, and keep them from 
ALE into a. cloſer ;intimacy with hingſelf. 
it 


A his delig n. of his love. be. defeated ? 
And, ", en he has ahem ſecured himſelf from .one 
ſort f Competitor ,. ſhall more. and -baſer be 

Fog wk . WT] the triflingeſt and vileſt Enter; 


taintment 
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tainment be courted to come and ſupplant him ? 
This were indeed toanſwer that odious charafter 
of the Adwtereff, Ezek. 16.74.” which was:not 
ſolicited, but did lonen And thoſe that car 
mak&@fuchunworthy and provoking returns to ſo 
endearing a kindnels, evince themſelyes deſtitute 
not only of grace, but of all degrees of common 
good nature. For when he ſo projets for their 
tamiliarity and converſe, what can be more inhu- 
mane and ingrate, than thus ſcornfully ro decline 
it? Yetunder this charge all thoſe will certainly 
fall, who do not employ ( nay devote) every day 
ſome conſiderable- part of this their vacant time 
to the keeping up their intercourſe with'God; by 
Reading, Prayer and Meditation. gobgactl 
5. IN the next place, Themſelves put 'in for 
a part. But here I mean not thoſe brutiſh ſenfual 
y ſelves, which have in many (like Pharaoh's kan 
| kine) devoured the nobler and more-excellent ; 
but it is the more divine and. ſublimared part 
ofthem,on which their time is to belaid ont. And 
here they can never want buſineſs, that being in 
ſeveral reſpects a very proper objeCt of their di- 
ligence. For -firſt, their Vnderftandings, how 
clear and vigorous ſoever, 'attain not their height. 
at once, are not like Adam created in a' ftateof 
maturity and perfection, but, like his degraded 
poſterity, make gradualmorions towards 1t, ad- 
vance by ſeveral iteps and degrees of proficieney i 
nor can we inthis life aſcend to ſuch a Non-witre, 
as excludes a poſſibility of growth. So rhar*no 
advantage of Education can ſuperſede the _ of 
After- 
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 'After-induſtry, that being ftill able to make far- 
ther improvements, bring in new acceſſions to 
their Knowledge. And this is ſo inviting an en- 
tertainment, as may very reaſonably __ their 
companies ſome hours of the day in their Sty- 


S, 
6. BUT though this be a conſiderable, yet is 
it not the weightieit part of that care they owe 
themſelyes. For as the Soul conſider'd in its I»- 
zeleeF, may thus become their Pupil, ſo in its 
Morals it has often need to be their Patienr. For 
though in its Original Conſtitution it was per- 
teAly pure and healthy, yet by inhabiting in this 
peſthouſe the Fleſh, jt hath contracted much of 
its contagion ; and by how much the more deli- 
cate and refined its peinen is, ſo much the 
more mortal are the diſeaſes to which it is ſub- 
je. It will therefore require acloſe and wary 
attendance. A Phyſician that has a nice and ten- 
der Patient, mult be very aſliduous in his Care, * 

obſervant of all I FmPros, watchful againſt all 
accidents. And fo certainly ſhould ads, here ; 
they ſhould make daily obſervations how their 
ghoſtly ſtrength increaſes or decays, what Hu- 
mour moſt predominates, whether Choler boil 
up iato rage, Phlegm freez into ſloth ; whether 
the Sanguznene(s of their temper make them luſt- 
ful, or the melancholy revengeful, and accord- 
mgly apply their ſpiritual Purgatives, the Baths, 
or the Pa/eſtra,preſcribe rules of Dietand Exer- 
ciſe. And doubtleſs whoever makes thele daily 
ſtri& inſpeQionsmto himſelf, wilt by the wy 
ITE 
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mable benefit he receives from it, be taught how 
great a bleſſing his Time is, and how much a 
greater to have grace thus to employ it. 

7. BUT though a Mazs ſelf be a Province 
wide enough to take up a good part of his time, 
yet muſt he not þ ingrols it, as to defraud his 
Neighbour, who has allo a right to ſhare in it, 
G toning made man after hisown Image, has 
( as part of that) ſtamped upon him the 
and Communicativenels of his nature : and there- 
fore when we live wholly toour ſelves, we raſe 
and deface that Impreſs. And whea *tis remem- 
bred that the:hazaouſneſs even of Marder is. by 
God pratiguaded te ariſe from the violation af his 
Image, ern. 9.6, parity of reaſon muſt conclude | 
this no light galt;t Nor is it oaly our Goods we 
are to impart4{ fur that were a very partial Tran- 
ſcript of that. Bounty we are to imitate, which 
gives us ſo mych beſides) but in general whatever 


' Other Ability we have by which our neighbour 


may receive advantage : and ſoa man hasas many 
employments of his time, as he either fiads or 
can make opporturnuries of doing good to others. 
I ſay make; for ſure ſince God hath conſtity 
Love to our neighbour one of the fundament 
laws to Mankind, we are not to-lopk upon itonly - | 
as an accident or caſualty, bug as a main 3nd: de- 
liberate buſineſs of our lives. ; not. refer it whally 
to chance whether ever we ſhall do an aft of this 
kind or no; but induftrioully ſeek out and. im+ 
prove occaſions. Thus we-find xhe Liberality. of 
our Bleſſed Lord repreſented, 30 us in the pee 
(4 
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of the great Supper, Luke 14.6. where there was 
not only liberal proviſions made for ſuch as would 
come in, but importunity uſed to draw them, 
particular invitations made tothe poor and. the 
maimed, the halt.and the blind; and when that 
brought-not in gueſts enough, the High ways and 
Hedpes were to beranfacked;and a general Preſs, 
aSit were, made of men, to receive not the Ear- 
neſt-pennv of Death, ( which is uſually the {1gni- 
fication of our Preſs-money ) but the Antepalſt of 
Eternal life. O that all thoſe who PRIN to 
greatneſs of mind; would-capy:out-this Munifi- 
cence, that they, would prevent'mens- deſires, 
and invite them to 'comeand be oblipedibyxhem, 
For want of this, many oceMi6gs otdofayeibene- 
fits are loſt ; the modeſty of! {#6g; Pethaps the 
ride of others,” averts therti ffhi14equeſting; 
thoſe aſſiſtances they moſt need 'Mewere there- 
fore the nobleſt Study a Gezr/emaJjwitbuld enter- 
tain himſelf with; toſearch the various Wants of 
thoſe- within his ſphere. But then he muſt be 
ſure todo it witha candid deſign, the more op- 
foreach apply himſelfto their aid : he muſt 


or treacheroufly inquire, who wants knowledge 

0&deride, but inſtruct them ; not hunt out a de- 
bauched perſon; to make him his Companion, 
but his Convert # not find out quarrels to foment, 
but compoſe them"; ina word, not pry into other 
mens-concernmetits; -like a buſie- body, but a 
Friend; not t6-cotnply with his own curiolity, 
buttheirneed?VARYnow hethat pays 4 juſt Tris 
bute of 'his Tiri&t&theſe rhree mm 

| WI 
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will ( when the other dues to Nature, temporal 
Afairs, and neceſſary Civilities are. deducted ) 
not have much 'to/ ſacrifice either to Idlenels. or. 
Vice, but will rather think he wants Time than 
Buſinels. - - 111. BY. 2 Fort 
8. BUT alas, the full: leiſure they generally. 
find for- the dire contrary employments, , wit- 
neſſes too irrefragably that they are. notthus ta- 
ken up. Itis true indeed, we find God often in 
their Mouths, but it is rather .in Oaths,; than 
Prayers; as if they meant their profanations 
ſhould be 'the only teſtimony that they believeda 
Deity. How many are there ſuch profeſt Vota- 
ries to Bacchus, that their Knees are reſerved 0n- 
ly for him, gever.to be beot but in drinking.of 
Healths ; that ſeem to have enacted to them- 
ſelves the prophaner part of Darizs's Law, Dar. 
6.7. that of as4ing no Petition of God, only herein 
out-vying him, that their's is for an indefinite, 
not limited time ; who reckon ſaying of Prayers 
among thoſe Pedantick tasks of their childhood, 
which expire with the Rod and Ferula, and can 
never think fit to debaſe their more Maaly ſtate 
to it, unleſs perhaps a reftleſs night may force 
them to callit in to ſupply the place of a more 
uſzal and pleafing Azodyne. Whether this be not 
the pitch of many Gerr/emens Devotion, I appeal 
toany that obſcrves their Practice. - 
9. NOR have they much more to doin the 
Library, than the Oratory, unleſs it be ſtored 
with Romaxces, any deeper ſort of reading is as 


formidable to them, as the Mines or Galleys ; 
H nor- 
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not do they without wonder look at thoſe who 
cati” voltittarily fet therhfelves to'tug ar thoſe 
Oars.” But Divitiity i beyond: all others under 
gyms with'them, - decried not only asa. crab- 

, but «»gertile ſtudy ; ſo that upon pain: of 
Reproach, hone are to know more of it, than may 
juft qualihe them 10 deride it ; orread the Bible: 
to arty other purpoſe; than to enable them to blaſ- 
pheme'God iri is own ſtile. If theſs then may 
be fatd-at aft to' converſe with God; 'it is in the: 
fame manner that the Phariſees did withour / Sa- 
Viour, with the infidious deſign of exrangling him! 
in hit talk, Matth.'22. And ſure the more time is 
thus ſpent, the worſe. 

16. PROPORTIONABLY to this 
they acquit themſelves of the orhey parts of this 
Dutty ; that Time which they ſhould beſtow ei- 
thet in preventing or_curing their ſpiritual Ma- 
ladies, they lay out wholly in contraQting or in- 
crealing them. They have niade a moſt ſtrict 
league with the Fleſh, and like faithful Confe- 
derates they omit no endeavour to ftrengthen its 
Party, to ſupply it with freſh forces, the ex- 
pence of the whole day 1s managed wholly in or- 
der to that end. Thus that they may be ſure to 
keep their Luſt high and vigorous, they give it 
a nouriſhing breakfaſt of Sloth in the morning, 
a full meal of gluttony at noon, beſides multi- 
- tudes of collations in obſcene Diſcourſe and Fan- 
cies, all theday: and with theſe Auxiliaries, ic 
need not doubt to maintain the Field againſt 
. Poor macerated Chaſtity, Soagain, leſt'Sobrie- 


ty 
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ty ſhould happen ro ſurprize them, and gain but 
the honour of one Day, how vigilantare they to 
give it the firſt aſſault ? Scarce a day that they 
draw not up in Batalia againſt it, and ſeldom 
miſs giving it a total Rout ; .and if {leep like a 
Miſt befriend it to ſteal upon them in the 
morning again, yet that little ſuccefs- is but a 
preparation to a more ſignal Defeat in the aſter- 
noon, which is with many, a time allotted whol- 
ly to theſe skirmiſhes ; perhaps the chale follow- 
ed all night, nay, purſued fo far by ſome, till an 
habitual Sotriſhnels fave them the labour of theſe 
Quotidian Combats. Nor is their- Pride {0 af-. 
fronted, as to be forgot in the diſtribution of 
their Time, a good ſcantling of it 1s Cur out to 
its uſe ; ſome 1n contriving and deſigning their 
Cloaths, and ſome in purting them on; ſomein 
admiring themſelves, and ſome in projecting to 
be admired by others ; ſome in hearing flatte- 
__ more in reflecting and rumitiatiung upon 
tnem. 

tr. AS for thoſe broken parcels of Time, 
which are not thus devoted to theſe or forme 
other ſet and folemn Seaſualities, they are 
gleaned up by Sports and unſighniticant paſtimes : 
nay, even ſome whoabſtain from the former, do 
yet ſo wholly abandon themſelves to the latter, 
that their lives,become utterly unprofitable, Un- 
der this number I have no intention to include all 
who allow themſelves Recreations; I know fotne 
divertiſement is ſo neceſſary both to the Body 
and Mind of a man, that it it keep within mo- 
H. 2 derate 
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derate bounds, it is but a juſt debt to himſelf, 
and cannot fall under any ill character : but 
that which is reprehenfible in this matter, 1s 
the exceſs and inordinacy of it, the making 
that a buſineſs, which ſhould be but a diverſion. 
Arid this'we ſee too uſual with many, whoabſurd- 
ly ftretch this priviledge of their Gezti/iry, even 
till ir break ; purtue their ſports of Hawking and 
Hunting, &c. ſo vehemently. and aſſiduouſly, 
that ere they are aware, they adopt theſe their 
Callings; never conſidering that a Faulconer 
or Huntſman 1s indeed as mean a Vocation, as 
-thoſe they moſt deſpiſe. But whatever other 
| paſtimes of this nature any man ſuffers to uſurp 
is time, he does 1n it extremely reproach him- 
_ Telf, tacitely confeſſes, that he is untit for gene- 
rous and manly imployments, and calls himſelf 
Child; while he thus trifles and plays away his 
days. 7: 
12. ] KNOW not whether I may rank the 
great and deep Gameſters in this File : for though 
the nature of their imployment belong to it,- yet 
thereare ſuch conſiderable ruinous etteQs of it, 
as ſeem to place it in the number of more- ſeri- 
ous Ills.” And indeed, though Cuſtom hath cal- 
led it Play, yet the many anxious fears and un- 
ealie Commotions which uſually attend it, evince 
the great impropriety of the Title, and would 
more reaſonably have given it a name of the di- 
rect contrary importance. Butas feigned names 
are — an art of concealing perſons, ſo 
this Tradeaſſumes the ſtile of OI of 
_ 
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deed todiſguiſe its true original which undoubt- 
edly is Covetouſneſs. For, what imaginable cauſe 
can there be aſſigned, beſides the deſire of Win- 
ing, that ſhould make men venture what they 
are ſo unwilling to loſe ? It is certain, he thar 
plays for a Piece, has as much of the divertive 
part, as he that ſtakes a thouſand : and were that 
all weredeſigned, men need not, and certain] 

would not ſo profuſely over-buy what offers it 
ſelf at ſo much a cheaper rate. I know this 1s a 


motive men think too ſordid to own, but would ' 


God they would once learn (in this better ſenſe) 
torevere themſelves as well as others, and de- / 
ſpiſe to be prevailed on by what they are aſha- 
med to avow. But the event ordinarily ſpeaks 
it as greata Folly, as Meanneſs, of which there - 
are too many fad inſtances .in the ſhipwrackr 
Fortunes of theſe Adventurers. And indeed there 
i5 nothing wonderful in it, but that men will be 
ſa mad as to run the hazard.. For that _— 
{uppoſed, it is not at all ſtrange to ſee them ſin 

under it. For a man has here todeal not with 
Chance alone ( which yet were but a tickle bot- 
tom to imbark in ) but with fuch combinations of 
Deceit, that even good Fortune it ſelf will not 
ſecure him : ſo that he that has not: learnt to 
Plough with the ſame Heifer, is like to make but 
{ad Husbandry of it. And even 'thoſe that have, 
it they happen to get ſome few good Crops, yer 
they quite wear :out the foil with them, forteit 
that Reputation with all conſidering men, which 


ſhould let them in to farther opportunities, and 
_— leave 
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leave themſelves to live not ſo much upon their 
own Wits, as other mens Follies. It is true 1n- 
deed, that hath in theſe latter days proved 4 

retty large'Common to graze on, and ſome have 
eemed to thrive well upon it ; but generally ſuch 
Cattle meet at laſt with a pinching Winter, 
which leaves them as bare and meagre, as ever. 
In ſhort, Cheating has uſually a reflexed efficacy, 
and deceives none more than thoſe that uſe it : 
yet ſuch a ſtroak hath it now got in Gaming, that 
1n moſt Companies it leaves men only this miſe- 
rable choice, Whether they will be aCtive or 
paſſive in it. Which methinks ſhauld be enough 
to awaken men, as immoderate Tyrannies uſe to 
do, to vindicate their Liberties, and reduce Ga- 
ming from this exorbitancy to its Primitive uſe, 
make it ceaſe to be a Trade, and become a Re- 
creation : and that too bounded within ſuch juſt 
limits, that it may not incroach on thoſe hours 
which ſhould be deſtined to greater concern- 
ments, But as it is between this and the reſt, 
ether Impertinencies or Vi ices, all their time 1s 
ſo pre-ingaged and fore-italled,. that their moſ 
impo-tzat intereſt is left forlorn and neglected ; 
they have as little Leiſure as Will to contider the 
poar Soul, or ſcarce to remember that they carry 
any ſuch trifle about them. 

13. AND now they that thus forget God 
and themſelves, no wonder if they afford little 
conſideration to their brethren. They will not 
| beguilty of ſuch an Izdecornm, or deny the Body 
'of {in its exact ſymmetry, by making this part 
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unproportionable tothe reſt : and therefore they 
either allow no part of their Time to others, or'do 
dtto ſuch inverted perverſe purpoſes,as makes the 


£ 


[ 
' 


payment worle than robbery. - Thus many be- ' 


ſtow Viſits on others, not out of any purpoſe-of | 


kindneſs, but either to trifle away ther -own 
time or to-make obſervations, what they can 
ipy ridiculous toentertain their laughter; Army- 
ery the London vilirants are generally welt read 
in, who have- put this bufinels long faace into a 
ſetled courſe ; 1o that the diſcoveries of one Vi- 
ſit ſets them in a ſtock of defaming, backbning 
diſcourſe for the next, and ſo ſucceſſively ad #n- 
finitum. So again, many who call themſelves 
Gentlemen, much to the reproach of that title, 
if they can find out a youn2 Heir of much wealth 
and little prudence, how officious, how diligent 
are they in attending him? watching him as glad- 

1y as a Vulture does the fall ofa Carcaſe, till the 
findan advantage to rook him at Play, entangle 
Him in Sureriſhip, or perhaps betray hum to ſome 
mean and unequal Match. So. if they, hear but 
of a beautiful Woman, what contrivances, what 
deſigns do they lay, firſtto fee, and then to cor- 
rupt her ; make it a buſineſs 'to themſelves, as 
well as a trade to their agents and faCtors, to 
ſpring ſuch game ? and upon ſuch occafions as 
theſe can liberally facrifice their T ime, of which 
when any Charitable office would borrow from 
them but ſome few minutes, they are then ich 
buſte perſons, they can by no means afford it. 
A NabaPs blunt and churliſh refuſal, or at beſt a 
H 4 Felix's 
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_ 'Felix's put off to 4 convenient ſeaſon, are the uſual 
returns to ſuch motions. But to anticipate the 
- 'Propdfal; to go in queſt of ſuch; Opportunities, 
looks with them like a piece of Kyight-errquntry, 
has ſo little of their pradtice, that it ſcarce eſcapes 
their-fcorn. a T5 | 
14::A N D now what a heavy Billof Indic- 
ment. is like one day to be brought. in againſt 
them, when God, their Souls, and their Neigh- 
* bours ſhallalljoyn ia their Charge-! Qh that they 
would ſeaſonably cqnlider how dls obnox10us 
they are to it, and that condemnation which will 
inevitably follow it ; 'that ſo they may accord- 
ing to Chriſts counſel, Matt; 5.25. agree with 
theſe gdyerſaries while they are in the way, 
and by yielding to each of them for the fu- 
-ture'4 juſt portion of their -T i7#e, compound 
the buſineſs, ſtop the Proceſs againſt them, 
That they would remember, that of all their 
_ -prodigalities, thisof their Time is the moſt de- 
ſperate, ſuch as is. moſt impoſſible to redeem, 
and yet that wherein they are of all others the 
 Ceeplieſt concerned. And this they would cer- 
. . -rainly be convinced of, if their Atery fancies 
| could but ſo condenſe into Earth, as to bring 
' thiminto any acquaintance with their Beds of 
- Cuſt, giye them ſome foretaſte of their Dying 
; terrors: for let them butſadly think what they 
. wouldthengive for ſome few of thoſe Days the 
; row ſtudy tofling away, and they cannot chuſe 
| but infer theneceſlity of. being better Husbands. 
Fea PO Yr ren 
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'We read in Scripture-of the Demoniacks, dwel- 
ling among the Tombs : but the Devil has ſure 
changed hat habitation ;. for thoſe whom. he 
now "poſſeſſes he permits nor tq converſe- at-all 
there, as knowing it isrhe properelt preparative 
to his diſpoſſeſſion, Ahd doubtleſs it would be 
the moſt powerful Exorciſm, as of all others, '{o 
of this Evil ſpirit ( this filching Devil, that thus 
ſteals from men their precious hours) often to 
deſcend into the Vault or Charnel-boyfe, and 
by ſerious conſideration how ſhort their T ive 
is, to inforce upon themſelves a care of redeem- 

ing it, | L 
| = NOR need they fear, that. to - redeeme 
their Time, they muſt ſell their Pleaſures, give 
up themſelves to a joylels ſtate of life. For 
though itis true they muſt reſign their counter- 
feit, they ſhall have real Delights in exchange; 
they mult part with their” Glals, but ſhall. have 
Gold inſtead of it. And as none but a;rude 1n- 
dian will repine at that bargain in the Literal, fo 
none but a ruder Chriſtian can diſlike it in the ' 
Moral ſenſe. For in the firſt place, he that-;,un- 
ploys his time in converling-with God, is not on- 
ly more honourably and more profitably, but al- 
1o more pleaſantly buſied than he can poſſibly be 
any other way. We all ſay, That God # the Cen- 
ter of felicity : but he gives himſelf the lie, that 
does npt withal confeſs, that the cloſer acquain- 
tance we have with him, the nearer approach we 
make to happineſs. For whoever believed the 
: | | Son 
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Sun to be the Fountain of heat, and yet feared'ro 
freez by drawing near its Rays ? Indeed none but 


the on Atheiſt can with any tolerable - 


vick; diſpute'the ipleaſantneſs of this Duty. 
ns ary wheſd Faith has ſet up a God, ſuffer 
their fancies to dreſs him like a Fiend ? Put on 
him ſuch unlovely ſhapes, as may beget averſion, 
deter them from approaching to him? Can they 
call him a Deity, to whom they will not ateri- 
dute ſo much as they will to every ingenuous 
man, the honour of being good Company ? This 


3s to be not only prophane but abſurd. And if | 


there be any of ſo ſhort Diſcourſe, I ſuppoſe him 
wncapable of conviction by Argument : the com- 
mon Proverb hath aſſigned him his Teacher, viz. 
Experience. Let him by frequent,- yet reverent 
Addreſſes to God;' grow into ſome familiarity 
with him, bring himſelf within diſtance of re- 
ceiving his refreſhing Influences,and then he will 
diſcover how very unkind he hath been to him- 
felfin thus long _— off.' In humane Con- 
verſations we uſe notco find the guſt and reliſh of 
them; till wearriveto ſome degree of Freedom : 
they that converſe as __ are under con- 
ſtraints and uneaſineſs. And certainly the main 
cauſe of that difguſt men have to this Spiritual 
entercourſe, is their unaccuſtomedneſs to it. 
They addreſs to God perfettly as ſtrangers, now 
and then pay him a flight Viſit, as it were-by way 
of formality and complement ; and thenno won- 
der if it be neither ſatisfattory to God nor them- 


_ ſelves. But then 'tis ſure great injuſtice to de- 


fame 
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fame that as unpleaſant, -which becomes ſo only / 
by their own ill managery ; to lay there.is no wa- 
ter in the Well, only becaule they neglect to pro- 
vide a Bucket for the drawing of it up. ' . - + 

16, 1 N the next place *tis ſure, their Souls 
mean them no malice in exaQting part of their 
Time, For firſt, what they beſtow 1n unproving 
and exalting their Unaer/tandings, does not only 
bring them inadvantages in the end, but aflrds 
them alſo very fair accommodations by the way. 
Learning yields ſuch variety of agreeable enter- 


- tainments, that like the Marra in the Wilder- 


eff, it adaps it ſelf to every mans taſte, he that 
likes not one ſort may fit himſelf with another ; 


_ andſurehe muſt have a ſtrangely vitated palate, 


to whom nane of them will reh{h. I can ſtarce 
think Nature has produced any thing fo diſtem- 
per'd ; but men take up general and implicite 
prejudices, and will look on Books in no other 
notion but as Taskmaſters, whereas if | 
would but conſider them as Companions, 'they 
could not miſs of one kind or other, to find a plea- 
{ant converſation among them. 
17. AS forthat portion of their Time which 
is ſpent in attendance an the yee more {piritual 
rt of them, 'tis rather a INE robbery, to 
elp them to ſuch a way of expence. Ingenuous 
men think it a prize when they meet an opportu- 
nity to reſcue from the ſullage of time any thin 
that carries the ſtamp of ancient worth and No- 
bility. Bur this is a piece of the greateſt Anti- 
quity, of the nobleſt, yea divineft Impreſs. How 
can 


can mens hours be better laid out, than in reſto- 

/ ring 'itto its primitive luſtre, in'wiping of that 
foil wherewith the ſteam of boiling paſſions hath 
obſcured it, and by disburdening it of thoſe loads 
of noxious humours under which'it labours, like 
ood Phyſicians, recover it from a langaiſhing, 

* anfirm; toa vigorous athletique habit ? And ſure 
the fatisfaQtion of this mult far exceed all other 
entertainments. Indeed that which is uſually 
taken up inſtead of it, can with no juſtice pre- 
tend toany tolerable complacency. No man en- 
vies -his felicity, but contemns his ſordid and 
abje& {pirit,. that picks out the baſeſt and un- 
worthieſt company : And ſhall ir here paſs; for 
| p_ toconſort only with the plebeian part of 
himſelf, thoſe ſenſual Apetites, which are the 
' Common people of this Little world, to ſpend 
| all his time in Treating and Careſfling of thele, 
 andinthe interim let the Soul,. which is of {6 
noble an extraQion, ſo excellent endowments, 
ſtand by neglected, nay be trodden to death -in 
the croud of this vulgar ,rabble ? Certainly this 
' is a Tragedy, that no man could fee upon the 
Stage without indignation :'yet God knows, this 
isit men daily a& over with applauſe to them- 
ſelves. Would God they would once ſhift the 
Scene; and let the oppreſt Soul have its ſeaſon 
_ of triumphing : dopbleſs they would find- it 
more pleaſant to ſhare in its Conqueſts than-in 
its ruine. We read indeed. of ſome Nations 
that have by the. rztes of a. barbarous religion 


been forced to. make Humaze ſacrifices: yet we 
| find 
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find not that they had ſo ſlaughtered Humanity 
it {elf, as to make it matter of delight. And has 
out Civility ſo far out-done their Barbariſm, that 
it ſhall be pleaſure to do that in ſpight of our Re- 
ligion, which they did in obedience to theirs ?: 
To butcher the Man within us,and leave nothing; 
but our outward Form and inward- Guilt to dif: 
ference us from Beaſts ? He that diſclaims this, 
mult neceſſarily confeſs the pleaſure lies on the 
other (ide, in reſcuing the Spirit from the uſur- 
pations, yea tyranny of the Fleſh; and conſe- 
quently that the Time he thus beſtows is not loſt, 
but improved to his own greateſt preſent, as well. 
as future advantages. : | 

18. THE like may (in the laſt place) be- 
ſaid of that part of it which is laid out to 
the benefit of others, which 'is that which 
brings us to taſte the moſt delicious of humane 
delights: the pleaſure. of Obliging being of all 
thoſc the moſt raviſhing and tranſporting. And: 
for this we need not the verdict of Chriſtianity : 
the Philoſopher atteſts it as well as the Divine. 
Nay it is ſo received a truth, that.ſcarce any man 
will avow ſo much 1ll nature as to reſiſt it in 
diſcourſe, how much ſoever his praCtice diſowns 
it. Indeed this is a pleaſure of ſo exalted, ſo 
quinteſſential a kind, that what Herod's Audi- 
tors ſaid in flattery of his Qyation, we may ſay 


in truth of this. *Tis the delight rather of « God 
than a man, That Soveraign Being, though he 
were eternally happy in himſelf, yet as if he had 

y. wanted 
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wanted of his complete felicity,whilft he enjoyed 
it alone, waspleaſed rather tocreate, than want 
objefts of his goodneſs. And a pleaſure to which 


' * God himſelf has given fuch an atteſtation, as to 


make-w World inorder to it, ſurecannot, with- 
ourthe'moft impious contradiction of his choice, 
be deſpiſed by man, And certainly 'tis none of 
the leaſt of thoſe benefits he hath vouchſafed our 
. Nature; that he hath given. us a capacity of it, b 

affording us thoſe powers by which we may ad- 
vatitage and oblige one-another ; ſo pointing us 
outa courſe, whereby we may not only inno- 
cently, but ſucceſsfully entertain Lucifer*s deſign, 
of being {ike the moſt High. It really makes Men 
what the Heathens vainly fanſied their Heroes, 


even. Demi-Gods, O that thoſe, who think it 


Nobleto be aſpiring, would thus verifie the opi- 
nion, by terminating all their wiſhes and endea- 
vouts1n this one Generous Ambition! and then 
'tis fure they would not need to be told the happi- 
neſs of this ſo Deitying an imploymeat. 


SECT. VIE. 


Of the Fourth Advantage, that of his Autbority: * 


” 


1. If N the Fourth place we are tocotſiderthe . 
Gentleman's wo in reſpe&'oF his* | 
Authority over thoſe that relate to, or de- 

pend on hitm. And-this if rightly marizged; is" 
of excellent uſe, though as capable of being per-" 
Verted as any of the former. | He who- has' fecu-' 
lar ties upon men, may often, by thofe cords 
which bind their worldly intereſt, drawtheriit 
a conſideration of their ſpiritual. - A Texan? who” 
thinks his livelihood concerned in the good: WF 
_ of his Landlord, a Penſioner- whoſe-{ibliſtenee 
reſts upon the bounty of his Patron, will ftrive 
to model themſelves to ſuch a form, as may beſt 
ſuit the inclinations of the perſdn' they defire to 
endear : they are ufually Wax to him, that are 
Flint to others. But then, -as variety of Seals 
make differing Impreſſions, & this lenefs: 
of theirs may beeither abuſed ro Hl, or improved 
to guod 4 this Wax may rective the Image of a 
Beaſt or an Angel. It is therefore the duty of 
thoſe who are poſſeſt of this advantage, to ule it 
to the impreſſing not of Vice, but Vertue ; to 
contrive how they may moſt effeQually dif- 
countenance the one, and encourage the _ 

| n 
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And this they may doubtleſs have frequent op- 

rtunities of, towards either of thoſe relations 

orementoned; 7 'f 7-2: 5 

2. BUT tonone ſo often as to their Dome- 
ſticks and Menial ſervants. - Theſe are always ſo 
much in'their road,'-that they ſeem to be marked 
out by God as their moſt peculiar Province. 
Every Maſter has ſo much of the Prophet, that 
heiis /et.as a Watchman, Exzek. 3.17. over his Fa- 
mily; and ought: as jealoully to obſerve the ap- 
proach oof any Vice towards it, as a Centinel does 
thatof.an Enemy, ?Tis a very. pernicious. error- 
for men to think themſelves no other ways con- 
cerned in; their Servants, than'they are in their 
Horſes or .Oxen, to look-upon them. only as ano- 
ther ſpecies of Working-cattel, and ſo they do. 
their buſineſs,” care: not how arrant Brutes they 
be.: - Whereas they ſhould remember, that they 
with.themſelves are Common: ſervants to the one 
Great Maſter, and that the ſubordination of the 
one to. the other is but the wiſe Oecozomy of their 
Lord, who has. ( as in great Families we {ce it 
uſual.) conſtituted the one as Stewards or Super- 
viſors, to regulate the reſt : and then *twill ap- 
Pear. 4.Plece of enormous unfaithfulneſs to neg- 
ett this charge. To avoid which guilt, it will 
concern. Gentlemen to have a ſedulous care over 
thoſe that are thus intruſted to them, to make 
ſri inſpeQions into the manners of their ſer- 
vants, and accordingly to apply inſtructions,and 
admonitions, reproots, or incouragements. And 


that they may not tranſcribe Pharaohs Tyranny of 
exatt ing 


= 


—— 
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exact ing brick without ſtraw, tequire the ſuperitru- 
Qture of Chriſtian lives, where there wants the 
neceflary foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, 
they mult provide that none under their charge 
be deſtitute of the means of laying that ground- 
work, of knowing ſo much of Religion as may 
bring them intoan acquaintance with their duty. 
But to give life to all theſe endeavours 'tis indi{- 
penſably neceſfary for them to avow ſuch a Love 
to piety and vertue, and ſuch a Deteſtation of 
the contrary, that their ſervants may ſee, that 
there is but one way of approving themſelves 
both to their carthly and heavenly Maſter. 

3. IF it be here Objected, That it 1s but a 
counterfeit vertue, 'which derives it ſelf from the 
care of pleaſing men, and ſo that this is, but to 
teach them to convert prophaneneſs to hypocri- 
fie : I muſt yield fo far as to confeſs, that where 
that continues the final motive, it will never 
avail any man. But as God often uſestemporal 
and outward occurrences, to produce inward 
and ſpiritual efteQs, ſo it may here happen, that 
thole whoſe firit approaches to Goodneſs were 
mercenaay, and out of compliance to others, may 
by coming within view of it diſcern it ſoamiable, 
that they may after love it for it ſelf. And in- 
deed conſidering the rude ignorance uſual among 
the vulgar, 'tis WW imaginable they ſhould im- 
brace 1t upon the bare ſtrength of ſpeculation, 
and therefore muſt be allowed ſecular invitations, 
as baits to allure them. As for thoſe that never 


advance higher than the meer Form of Godlinef, 
] what 
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what weight ſoever it may add to their own 
doom, yet perhaps that may juſtly be accounted 
leſs miſchievous to the world, than the _— 
extreme ; Hypocrilie being a {in that cannot well 
ſet up for Proſelztes, becaulc it never owns it ſelf 
' of adiſtinCt party from true Piety. And 'tis not 
impoſſible, that the example of a feigned Chri- 
ſtian may teach others to ſurmount their copy, 
and be that in (incerity, which he is but in appea- 
rance : whereas open Vice pretends to no fuch 
poſſibility, breaths nothing but Contagion, and 
like a Peſt infetts communities. We have there- 
fore reaſon to conclude, that if this care were ge- 
nerally taken, 'twere a ſervice not only to God, 
but the Common-wealth, which has not more 
unprofitable, nay noxious burdens lying on her 
- fromanyrank of men, than from lewd and idle 
Servants ; who uſing their places only as a ſhelter 
for their floth and licentiouſnels, when that 
Goxrd withers, know not whither to retire, but 
uſually either live Beggars, or die Thieves: 
whereas if Gentlemens families were {0 ordered, 
as to become Seminaries of Induſtry and Sobriety, 
the number of them is ſo great, that they might 
be able to ſend out many Colonies of uſeful and 
civil perſons. ; 
4. THERE 1s alſo another ſort of Relative, 
V1z. 4 Friend: over whom though they have not 
that Authority, which ſprings trom this ſervile 
ſtock of hopes & fears, yet they have one of a much 
more noble deſcent, and more vigorous efficacy. 
Friendſhip has a key to the heart, which it may uſe 
not 
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not only to let it ſelf into'its ſecrets, but alſo to 
introduce its own conceptions, ſentiments, and 
inclinations; it ſo mixes with the mind, that it 
may inſenſibly convey intoit any 1des. Now to 
uſe this intimacy to the bringing 1n any thing 
baſeand unworthy, is the vileſt treachery, ſuch 
as is but imperfeQtly repreſented by the treaſon of 
him, who requites his friends hoſpitality, b 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon him. A 
guilt ſo vehemently to beabhorred,that none is to 
think himſelf at a ſufficient and juſt diſtance from 
it, but he that induſtriouſly purſues the direct 
contrary ; he therefore that hatha Friend, ought 
ſtudiouſly tocontrive how he may moſt promote 
his advantages, and thoſe not only his outward 
and ſecular, but alfo ( yea principally ) his in- 
ward and ſpiritual. This is the only ſenſe where- 
in*tis lawful to have deſigns upon him, and in 
this he is not only licenſed, but obliged to have 
ſo. He muſt here uſeall friendly ftratagems to 
recommend and endear vertue to him, make his 
kindneſs the Vehicle, wherein the more grateful- 
ly toadminiſter whatever 1s moſt wholelome, e- 
ven reproots, when they appear fo ; and yet by ta- 
king his own turn in being the Patient, evince, 
that *tis no aſſuming humor, that creates him a 
Phyſician. If friendſhips were thus managed, it 
would be indeed a moſt ſacred relation, ſuch as 
would be above the violations of thole petty tri- 
vial diſtaſtes, which now adays diſfolve them. 
Hearts that are tyed together with theſe conſe-. 
- crated bands, are like Mz» and Wifejoyned toge: 
8-2 ther 
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ther inſeparably by God, and much for the ſame 
end of propagation ; only herein as far ſuperior 
to their pattern, as the mind 1s tothe body, the 
divine excellencies of a Saint to the natural com- 
poſition ofa man. We may reaſonably believe 
they were Friendſhips of this making, that firſt 
brought that name into ſo much veneration, and 
were they again reduced to this, no Excominms 
could be too laviſh for them. Sucha reducement 
werea work well worthy the ſpirit and ingenuity 
of Gentlemen: who fince they generally profeſs 
much reverence to the word, 'tis pity they ſhould 
caſt away their adorations on an empty ſhrine: 
The Heathens had Incantations to recal their dif- 
pleaſed Deities into their forſaken Images. I 
wiſh they would alſo try ſome holy magzick to 
bring back ſomewhat of the primitive divine ſpi- 
Tit, toanimate this now hvelels trunk : that they 
whojuſtly think it an »»geztilereproachful thing, 
not to have ſome body whom they call Friend, 
may think it much more ſo, not to pay all the real 
kindneſs due to that appellation. 

s. HAVING thus far given an account 
what are the proper and juſt employments of this 
Authority over their ſeveral Re/atiozs, our me- 
thod now requires us to reflect a little on their 
Prattice, and that in the moſt we ſhall find as far 
fwerving from the rule in this particular, as any 
of the former. So far, alas, are Geztlemen from 
making their Power inſtrumental to the infuſing 
g00d,that there is nothing more ordinary than to 
ice then diſpoſe it to the direct contrary. I” 
Corn 


SeR.VI I. Advantage of Authority. I 7 


{corn and contempt they publickly caſt upon all 
piety and vertue, teaches their Dependents how 
dead a trade that 1s like to prove to them. And 
then 'tis very improbable that Godlineſs ſhall 
with them cait the ſcales againſt Gain. He that 
aims to get an Exhibition, or any thing propor- 
tionable, will ſoon diſcern his way lies 1n a quite 
oppoſite road. He mult find out what Vice of 
the Gentleman he may be moſt ſerviceable to. . 
Sometimes he muſt purvey for his Luſt, ſome- 
times for his Intemperance ; and even when he 
has cloyed thoſe groſſer appetites, yet his Pride 
will always remain inſatiable. He mult ſtill > 
wide air for that Camelion, lay out Iis whole 
breath in flatteries ( a more helliſh wind than any 
the Laplanders fell.) "Tis this enſhrining his 
Diana whichis the craft by which he expetts his 
wealth: and therefore whatever other office he 
executes by ſtarts, a Paraſiteis tobe his conſtant 
trade. 

6.I N like manner their Servazts are diſciplin'd 
to be the Miniſters of their Luxuries, and not 
only to ſerve but tranſcribe them. The Maſter's 
Vices ſeldom mils to be taken up by the whole 
Houſe, as if they were to be the Cognizances and 
Badpes to witneſs to whom they retained. And 
though for this they might very well truſtto the 
efficacy of their bare Example, .yet as if they 
could never be ſecure enough of corrupting their 
Families, they too often add to it Precepts and 
Rules of Inſtitution, Thus it is one of the Fun- 
damental Laws of their Hoſpitality, That xs 

I 3 ſtranger 
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ftranger be ſent Sober away. So that their Houſes 
may well paſs for inchanted Caſtles ; no Man ſcarce 
that comes intothem, being able to guide him- 
ſelfout. They keep, as it were, ſolemn Juſts 
and Twrnaments of Debauchery, to challenge all 
comers, and have variety -of Champions to deal 
withal, Combatants of all ranks. In ſhort, Ger- 
tlemens Families are become ſuch perfect Acade- 
mies of Licentiouſneſs, that the moſt innocent 
Puny will there ina very ſhort time become profi- | 
cient, And this God knows is the ordinary 1m- 
provement they make of their Authority ; as'if 
they afſeQted to outbid the tyranny of the Turk, 
in Cadings Halter to his Vaſſels, and makin 
them their own Executioners ; or thought it a FF 
paragement to their Qualities,to go to Hell with- 
out an honourable Retinue. 

7.. A S for the other ſort of power,that which 
they have over their Friexds and intimates, *tis 
not diſcernible that they manage that better. 
Who-almoſt is there, that ſeems at all toadvert 

. tothe Eſſential part of Friendſhip ? Whata Ra- 
rity, I had almoſt ſaid a Prodigy 1s it, to find 
(even amongſt thoſe that profeſs the greateſt 
dearnels ) any that hath either the Courage to 
give, or the humility to receive an Admonition ? 
But in ſtead of thoſe wounds of a Friend, Prov. 27, 
6. there is nothing more common among them, 
than the kiſſes of au Enemy, ſuch mutual ſoothing 
in 1ll, as renders it inveterate and incurable ; and 
like Joab to Amaſa, 2 Sam. 20. 10. ſheds out the 
bowels, when it pretends to ki Nay, as if it 

were 
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were not ſufficient for them to nouriſh thoſe Vi- 
ces they find already planted, they ſow new 
Seeds, communicate their perſonal ones to each 
other, as if the community of Friendſhipobliged 
them mutually to diffuſe their poiſons. Were 
many of the cloſeſt intimacies now adays ranſack- 
ed to the bottom, it is tobe feared this would be 
found the baſis and ground-work of them. He 
that hath advanced above the beaten road,arrived 
to the more elevated myſterious parts of wicked- 
neſs, ( The depths of Satan, as they ſpeak, Rev.2. 
24.) would bole much of the guſt, if he ſhould 
not get ſome- Confident, to whom at once to 
boaſt, and propagate his Proficiency. Thus ſa- 
crilegiouſly is this venerable relation of Friend- 
_ profaned, by being proſtituted to the vileft 
and moſt deteſtable purpoſes ; and by this accur- 
ſd abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeſt Metamorphoſis, be- 
comes only a Confederacy in fin, a Combination 
and league againſt what they account the com- 
mon Enemies, God and Vertue. 

8. THESE are ſuch wretched perverſions of 
their power, that one would gueſs it were ſome 
great and very conſiderable weight of preſent 1n- 
zereft, that ſhould thus byaſs and diſtort them. 
But when that is examin'd, *twill be found to lie 
wholly on the other fide. The former SeCtion 
gave us occaſion to diſcern how tranſporting a.de- 
light it is, to be the Inſtrument of any good to , 


- others. But as there is no good can bear propor- 


tion with that which is done to the Soul, {o cer- 
tainly to be an Agent in that, mult far tranſcend 


I 4 the 
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the pleaſure of all other Benefattions. He that 
ſo diſpenſes his. Bounty, as to engage men ta Ver- 
tue by it, is indeed the magnificent Perſon, out- 
vies the molt profuſe Donations of the greatelt 
Potentates. They can give but ſome little par- 
cels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and like a migh- 
ty Monarch hath Kings to do him homage. So 
he that by well ordering his Family, makes his 
Servants to be God's, does not only oblige the 
Common-wealth, but 1s as 1t were a Patriot even _ 
to Heaven it ſelf; provides it with Inhabitants, 
and helps to ſecure it from that emptineſs and de- 
population, wherewith the general wickedneſs 
of men ſeems to threaten ir. And then in relati- 
.on to {uch his Servants, heis of all other Maſters 
the moſt bountiful and obliging : they provide 
perhaps ſome petty Annuities, he gives a (tate af 
Inheritance, nay of Eternity. 

9. THIS 1s a vaſt Munificence, yet that 
which the arranteit Worldling can have no tem- 
ptation to grudge. A man may thus without a 
Riddle give much, yet part with nothing, nay, 
acquire that very thing to himſelf, which he dil- 
penſes to others. So that here is no place for 
the uſual ( though ynjuſt ) Objection of impove- 
riſhing ones ſelf, which is that alone which often 
deads thereliſh, or divertsthe attempt of other 
Libetalities. And therefore this ſort which 1s 

_ reſcued from that one poſſible allay, muſt certain- 
ly yield the moſt vigorous and unmixt Pleaſure ; 
it being ſure, that Bounty has 1a it ſelf ſo much 
of agreement with Humane Nature, as will ine- 
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vitably produce Complacence and Delight, 
where it is not {o interrupted or allayed. 

10. I MI GH T hereadd ex abnndarti, that 
there is likewiſe a Secular Profit attending it. For 
if Gentlemen had their Dependents truly Conſci- 
.entious, they would be of very much more uſe to 
them. , They might employ them ſecurely, and 
need no other Spies upon them but their own 
Conſciences. *Twould not then be, ſo man 
Servants ſo many Thieves and Harpyes, but 6 
many FaCtors and Trafftickers for the Maſters ad- 
vantages. So that here again their own intereſt 
engages them to this Care :. though I confeſs tis 
to be wiſhed, that the former more ingenuous 
Motive may be ſo prevalent, as to ſuperſede all 
uſe of this ; it being very unreaſonable that God 
{ſhould need Augiliaries' from Manmmoy, Yet 
as once the 1/raelites borrowed of the Aigyptians, 
{o it may not be amiſs to make this Interior con- 
ſiderationa ſtep to the other more Noble : that 
even they who have yet no guft of that more He- 
roick Pleaſure, may on the ingpition of this 
Worldly Advantage, endeavour to improve their 
Authority to the Spiritual good of all that belong 
to them. 

i1. BUT from no part of this Performance 
may they reap ſo rich ſatisfaftion, as from that 
whuch is exerciſed towards a Friend. For as their 
concernment 1s nearer in him, than in the former 
more diſtant Relations, ſo the Pleaſure of doing 
good to him, muſt proportionably encreaſe; as 
that heatis moſt intenſe Which is conveyed by the 

neareſt 
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neareſt Reflection, He who ſo maintains his Vi- 
tal ſtation in the great Body, as to ſympathize 
with every Member of it, muſt yet neceſfaril 
have the moſt acute ſenſe of what befalls thoſe 
parts,to which he is moſt immediately conjoyned. 
But there is no'{tricter Union upon Earth, than 
that ofa'Virtuous Friendſhip; and then whatcan 
be more fatisfaCtory, than to preſerve or advance 
[the Health of that, whoſe Maladies himſelf is 
ſure to feel, to improve and benefit that perſon, 
who is thus become a part of him? Perſons of 
quality love to deck and imbelliſh the place 
where they inhabit, abhor to dwell in a Stie or 
Dungeon: - but friends dwell in each other ; and 
therefore cannot but be delighted in beautifying 
and adorning thoſe Minds they have thus choſen 
tolive in, in purging them from all foulneſs and 
pollutions, and rendring them as pureand imma- 
culate ; nay, as ſplendid and illuſtrious, as is poſ- 
ſible. Certainly, there is nothing upon Earth 
more raviſhing, than a Friendſhip thus entertain- 
ed. *Fis ſomg Anticipation of Heaven, where 
thoſe lines of love, which ſtretch themſelves to 
every part of the Circumference, do all meet in 
God as their Centre. Itis indeed that which ſur- 
mounts the 'poſſibility of an exatt deſcription, 
and reſerves its full diſcovery to be the prize of 
Experience, Let it be tried, and then I'doubt 
not, but he that hath made the Experiment will 
readily atteſt the pleaſure of thusemploying this 
part alſo of his Authority. 


SECT. 


SECT, VIII. 
Of the Laſt Advantage, that of Reputation, 


I. H E laſt Advantage is that of Reputa- 
tion and Eſteem : which is generally 
preſumed the due of perſons of Qua- 

lity, unleſs where ſome perſonal unworthineſs 

hath cut off the Entail, and forfeited that right. 

And though theſe days have taught the Vulgar 

to defalk much of that reſpe&t which former Ages 

paid to Superiors of all ſorts ; yet I cannot think 
the Leveling Principle has ſo univerſally difftu- 
ſed itſelf, as totally to raſe out all Impreſſions 
of Reverence towards them : ſo that there ſtill 
remains ſomewhat of this Talent for them to ne- 
gotiate with. It will be their part ſo to manage 
and diſpoſe it, as to bring in profit totheir Lord, 
by making it alſoan Engine todraw men topiety 
and virtue. | 

2, T HIS they may ſometime do by Counſel ; 
to the ſucceſs whereof there is nothing more con- 
tributive than an eſteem of the Adviſer, moſt 
men being rather apt to conſider who ſpeaks,than 
what is ſpoken. And therefore perſons, whoſe 


Quality and Education have agg = them 
with an opinion of their Wiſdom, have a great 
advantage towards the working on them. _ 

this 
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this it will befit theni to make diligent uſe of, by 
ſeaſonable advices and exhortations of thoſe 
whom they ſhall diſcern thus prepared for the 


entertaining of them, totake all prudent occaſi- | 


ons to recommend Chri/t;an Prattice tothem,and 
by pulling off thoſe diſguiſes which the falſe mea- 
ſures of the World have put upon Vice and Vir- 


rue, torepreſent them in their true and native 
ſhapes, the one the object of horror and detelſta- ' 


tion, the other of love and delight. 'Tis the 
want of this diſcovery, that has given Impiety 
io free a range : it has dreſt it felf up in a coun- 
terfeit ſplendour, falſe Gems and Tinſel-gau- 
dery : andin this glittering appearance it mar- 
ches on triumphantly, receives acclamations, 

ea, and Obeiſance too, nay commands not on- 
h the knees, (as every proſperous Uſurper can 

oO) but even the hearts of men. And will 
none have ſo much Charity, ſo much Zeal for 
publick Concern, as to uncloak this Impoſtor, 
and ſhew the dazled World what it 1s it thus 
bows to ? Perhaps this is lookt upon only as the 
buſineſs of Divines ; but certainly would Gepr/e- 
men allo ſet to it, they were like to prove the 
more proſperous undertakers. What comes on- 
ly out of the Pulpit, paſſes for the fooliſhneſs of 
Preaching, 1 Cor. 1.21. or for the diſcourſes of 
thoſe whoſe Trade it 15 to inveigh againſt ſin, 


All their Thru/fs being of courſe, and expeCted, 


their Wards are as well known too; and we daily 


tee Vice approve it ſelf an expert Fencer againlt 


them. But the endeavours of thels would not 
| be 1 
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be liable to thoſe prejudices : a blow from them 
would come ( like the revolt of a Confederate ) 
with the advantage of a Surpriſe. And there is 
little doubt, but by friendly and familiar Con- 
ferences they might many times inſinuate that 
into mens breaſts, which the more ſolemn and 
Authoritative Exhortations of Miniſters often 
fail of. 

3. BUT Counſel will be of little efficacy, if 
it be not ſeconded by Example, They muſt 
therefore look their Lives be ſuch, as may ſhew 
they believe themſelves, whiltt they go about to 
perſwade others. He that ſhall with never ſo 
preſſing arguments dehort a man from that Sin, 
which himſelf at the next opportunity commits, 
will never be ſuppoſed to have any real ill opini- 
on of it, but rather ſo paſhonate a love, that he is - 
jealous any but himſelf ſhould have its embraces. 
And then ſurely this will be ſo far from averting, 
that it will excite the appetite of the other to- 
taſte of that which he ſees is thought ſo deſirable 
as to be Monopolized. 

4. INDEED there 1s nothing by which 
they have ſo univerſal a influence, as their Ex- 
ample. Things that are ſet in ſome high and 
eminent place, do naturally attract mens eyes to 
them, ſo that eminency of condition wherein 
Gentlemen are placed, renders their actions 
more obſervable. They are like the City our Sa- 
viour ſpeaks of, /et 0x az hill, and have by that 
advantageous ſituation the means of making 
their /ight ſhine farther than other mens. Romy 
there- 
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therefore it ought to be their conſtant care, by 
the bright luſtre of their exact and exemplary 
Converſations, to enlighten the whole ſphere 
wherein they move. Would Gentlemen make this 
their united deſign, what a happy Conſtellation 
of auſpicious Stars would they prove, by whoſe 
benignAſpett the ſterility of Vulgar minds might 
be cured, andeven thoſe Clods be inſpirited and 
rendred capable of excellent productions ? | 
5. FOR what can be moreper/ſwaſive to thoſe 
of the lower Ranks to embrace Vertue, than to 
fee it made the election of thoſe whom they ſup- 
ſe to have moſt judgment to diſcern its value, 
and ſo fall not on it blindfold, and who have alſo 
all the contrary pleaſures of Sin within their 
reach ; nay proſtrateat their feet, ſuing for en- 
tertainment, and fo are not caſt on it by impo- 
tence ? What a blur and infamy would it caſt 
upon Vice, if it were once baniſhed out of Gertile 
company ? And how fair a ſtep would it be to- 
wards its excluſion out of all? We ſee what a 
natural aſpiring the lower ſort have toapproach 
ro the condition of their Berters. And though 
that being now aimed only at their Pomps and 
Greatneſs, be no commendable temper, yet 
fure it were much in the power of thoſe emulated 
perſons tomake it ſo For would they ſo order 
the matter, that their Vertue ſhould out-ſhine all 
their outward ſplendors, that it ſhould become 
the charaCter and diſtinttive note of a Gezilemar, 
to be eminently good, this werea way to con- 


fecrateeven Ambition it {elf, by making it an en- 
gine 
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gine not to rack and torture men, as common 
ambitions do, but to advance them to all vertu- 
ous Induſtry. 

6. H E that deſired to ennoble his Family, 
would then begin .at his Mind, caſt out thence 
. allbaſe and degenerous Inclinations, and make 
himſelf a Gezt/eman without help of Heraldry. 
Thus haply might they deceive men into Piety, 
and make thoſe Emulations, whole firſt riſe was 
meerly from earth, a ladder wherewith to ſcale 
Heaven. And how noble, how excellent a cha- 
rity is this, and yet of all others the cheapeſt, it 
having that Proverbial property of Charity, To 
begin at home| The being good, 1s primarily a 
kindneſs to themſelves, and to others only by 
way of reſult, and m gation, and eaſie conle- 
quence. How unchriſtian, unmanly, yea un- 
Skilful too will it then be, to deny this bene- 
faction, which has that very argument on its 
ſide, which is oppuſed to other kinds of Libera- 


lities? Thatfear of leſſening a mans ſelf, which- 


in thoſe contracts and ſhuts up the bowels, is 
here in all reaſon to enlarge and dilate them ; for 
in this caſe men cannot deny, without their own 
greateſt injury, and diminution. And ſure 
*twould juſtly paſs for a prodigy both of malice 
and folly, for one ſo to avertthe benefiting ano- 
ther, as toincur the greateſt damage to himſelf 
in avoiding it. 


7. BUT alas, it is not only Charity either 


to others or themſelves, which exacts of them 


thus to promote Piety among men. They have 
brought 


. 
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brought themſelves under another more con- 
ſtraining obligation, I mean that of Juſtice, par- 
ticularly the juſtice of Reſtitution: for tis too 
viſible they have been deeply acceſſary to its de- 
cay. So far have they been from adviſing and 
exciting men to good, that I fear their perſwa- 
ſive faculties have generally been employed to a 
quite diſtant purpole. There are few or none, 
that by their own pious endeavours do at all abate 
the need of the Prieils exhortations ; but ma- 
ny that do evacuate their efficacy, by Greryiog it 
as the greateſt folly, the moſt unmanly ſubmil- 
ſion, to yield them any conſideration. As for 
their own Counſels, they are too often in ear- 
neſt, what Solomzor's was by way of Irony, Eccl. 
11.9. Walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the 
fight of thine eyes, encouraging and animating 
men to all Senſuality.” And if they diſcern any 
begin to ſtartle at the courſe, to entertain but a 
ſober thought of that diſmal end to which it 
leads; he is tobe laught out of that Hypochonariack 
fir,. taught to look upon it as a ſpice of Phrenlſie. 
The loud noiſe of roaring Mirth 1s re-inforced 
to drown that poor whiſper of Conſcience, and 
by the ſound as it were of thoſe Trumpets he 1s 
incited to turn to His courſe, as the horſe ruſh- 
eth into the battel, Fer. 8. 6. all arfs of encou- 
ragement uſed to embolden him to run fearle(ly 
on to Damnation. Þ This is their own known 
Recipe — for all pangs and gripes of Soul. And 
if it be not of every days praQtice, 'tis not, that 


they have any better method of Cure, bur ſuch 
| arts 
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arts of prevention,ſuch means of ſtupefattion and 
obduration, that the diſeaſe ſeldom occurs among 
them. 

'$8. NOR do they omit to back and fortifie 
this with proportionable Examples : which God 
knows are ſo many and ſo efficacious, that like 
a diſmal Cloud they overſpread our whole Ho- 
rizon. They whoare by God deligned as lights 
to illuminate all about them, have been the 1n- 
ſtruments of introducing a more than Ag yprian 
darkneſs, . thereby exemplifying 'that Aphoriſm 
of our Saviours, Mat. 6. 23. If the light that 
is in thee be darknefl, how great i that dark- 
neſs! | 
A WHAT a deluge of Profaneneſs and Im» 
piety at this day overflows this poor Nation, is 
too viſible not only by the direCft, but the reflex- 
ed beams,thoſe ſad Judgments they have brought 
dovn upon it. And though there be roo many 
ſprings which feed this Ocean, yet there will 
ſeares any be found to have miore liberally con- 
tributed, than the open and ſcandalous viciouF- 
neſs of the Gentry, They who are placed as. 
Stars in our Firmament, if they dart nothing 
but malignant Influences, -what wonder'is' it, 
if an univerſal Peſt enſue? *Tis they that have 
brought Vice into countenance, made it the 
mode and faſhion of the times, ſo that People 
dread the fingulatity of being” innocent,” and'a | 
Man may with leſs perk of ſcorn appear in.the 
moſt ſuperannuated dreſs, than own the Qbſolere 


qualities of Meckneſs, Purity; Sobriety, &s. 
| K - How 
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How great and fatal a fnare this credztable- 
eſs of tin has proved, I fear there are too many 
thouſands of entangled Souls can:witnels. And 
6n whom can they more properly charge their 
ruine, than on thoſe who have advanced it to 
thisrepute in the World ? Mens natural pravity 
gives'them-propenſion more than enough to ill ; 
and therefore it hath been the buſineſs of Laws 
- both humane and divine to put a bridle upon 
thoſe inclinations, by fear and ſhame to re- 
rain their inordinacy : but this converts the 
bridle into -a ſpur, when thoſe that ſhould diſ- 
countenance V ice, thus animate and encourage 
It. 

10. FOR whata Temptation is it to the vul- 
gar'to run to all excefſ of Riot, when they ſee 
their {ſuperiors have beaten the path before them, 
and-arethemſelves immerſt in the moſt brutiſh 
ſenſualities ? Which of them will endure to be 
ſober, when Drunkenneſs ſhall be accounted ſo 
dignifying a quality, that it may make a Pea- 
fant company for a Lord ? When Geztlemer are 
Atheiſtical, Clowns will think themſelves very 
modeſtly wicked, if they be but prophane. And 
when-they hear their Betters diſcharge loud 
Volleys of Oaths, they will ſoon find they are 
as well qualified for that part of greatneſs as the 
beſt, Their Toxpmes are as much their own, Pſal. 
 '17'2.4, and will be glad that by ſuch an eaſie im- 

:ployment of them they car! be Geztlemen ſo good 
cheap.  'T were asendleſsas unneceſlary to-enu- 
«meratethe ſeveral forts of infetion, which = 
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ill examples of great Men have diffuſed.  *Tis 
too obvious in the moral effes to need any other 
way of diſcqyery And I am ſure.it ought to 
be matter of the ſaddeſt refletion to all who 
are1nvolved in that guilt ; it being a moſt direful 
account which they will one day have to make, 
who have been the Authors of ſuch-milerable-va- 
Nations, turned Communities-of Men, of Chri- 
ſtians, into Herds of Beaſts, nay into Legions of 
Devils. | 

11. EVERY ſineven of the privateſt ob- 
ſcureſt perſon carries much of contempt and at- 
front to.the Divine Majeſty : but great Mens V1- 
ces are of a yet more giantly frame, they pra- 
claim ſolemn 'War with Heaven, levy forces 
anddraw in Multitudes of abettors and ; confede- 

Tates,tn. their hoſtifities. And,God knows. this 
'kind-of Unevangelical wioJence the kingdom of 
Hewven daily ſaffers. Oh that the Chieftains and 
Leaders of thele unhappy . troops, would at laſt 

.think-fit toſound a retreat ; that they would, in 
pity if not-to, themſelves, yet to their ſeduced 

followers, ceaſe thus deſperately to ruſh on upon 

;the:mguth of the Cannon, the Jaws of Hell! 
And not only ſo, . but that they would alſo en- 
deavoyr-to bring them jato ſome terms of accord 
with that ompapotent ,Enemy;they have provo- 
'ked; -by. thezr, own penitent and reformed lives 

;teach-them the poſtures of- humility and ſabmiſlt- 
on, as; they ;haye ,formerly done that of defi- 

ance. jFhas certayzaly.is that. to.which common 

-$quity. @bliges them, reparation of injuries being 

| K 2 CON- 
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confeſſedly an indiſpenſable part of juſtice. And 
certainly there can no injury exceed, nay equal 
this of betraying Men toeternal ruine : and con- 
ſequently nothing leſs than the utmoſt induſtry 
fo repair it can be any competent explation. God 
grant all thoſe, whoſe guilt gives them a pecu- 
Har title to this admonſition, may own their right 
fo it by a particular and ſerious application, ſuch 
as may for the future engage them to the moſt 
zealous endeavour of reforming not only them- 
ſelves, but others, for reſcuing their reputation 
from that fouleſt blot of being an agent for Sa- 
tan, and advancing it to that higheit dignity of 
being ſerviceable to God. 


12, BUT there is little hope they will right- - 


ly conſider the uſe, who are ſo utterly miſtaken 
in the nature of trne reputation. A man of Ho- 
#017 15 now underſtood only to be one that can 
ſtartand maintain a Quarrel, that for every rhe 
triflingeſt injury expetts like: Lamech, Gey. 4. 24. 
to'be avenged ſeventy and ſeven fold; that de- 
ſpiſes the Chriitian precepts of Meekneſs, Long- 
ſuffering, and Forgiveneſs, as rudiments of 


cowardiſe and unmanly pulillanimity, and has - 
- no other meaſure of courage and gallantry, but 


by.an utter oppoſition to all thoſe. And whileſt 
. reputation is thus hung only at the point of the 
{word, *'tis a very fit inſtrument to deſtroy bo- 
dies, but ſure not to ſave Souls. We find daily 
many occaſions to complain of the Tyranny of 
Cuſtom and Opinion, but ſcarce any where ſo 


much as in thoſe unjuſt and abſurd Laws _y 
"ave 
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have impoſed in this matter : which were they 
conſideringly weighed would ſurely evince them 
ſuch contemptible Legitlators, as would be 
enough to dethrone and depoſe them from that 
uſurped Empire they now maintain in the 
World. » | | 
13. TO takeonly a ſhort and curſory view 
of them, we ſhall in the firſt place find them to be 
horribly impious. For what can be more fo, than 
thus to tear off thole * ſignatures of Honour, 
which God himſelf hath impreſt, and vilifie thoſe 
whom he hath dignified ? God has pronounced 
that it 1s the d:/cretion of a man that deferreth his 
anger, andit ts his glory to paſs over a tranſegreſ- 
fron, Prov. 19.11. Andagain, He that is ſlow to 
anger is better than the mizhty, and he that ruleth 
his ſpirit, than he that taketh a City, Prov. 16. 32. 
But this new notion of Honour proclaims the 
quite contrary; he paſſes for a Phlegmatick fool, 


Whoſe bloud boils not at the firſt glimpſe of an 


Afﬀront; and 'ris Gallantry to offer many Inju- 
ries, but ignominious Tameneſls to bear one, It 
hasalways been the indiſputable prerogative of 
Kznes to be the Fountains of Hoponr ; what an 1m- 
pious daring is it then to diveſt him of that pri- 
viledge, by whom Kzngs reign ?. To cancel his Pa- 
tents, and mark them out as the objects of ſcorn, | 
to whom God gives ſo glorious a teſtimony * Yet 
thus is it daily done to the Men, whom the Kg 
of Kings will honour ; theſe are all the Triumphs 
theſe Mordeca?fs muſt expett ; an evidence how 


much worſe they are than Hamas, that allot 
| SK them 
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them. Certainly there cannot be an act of grea- 
ter defiance againſt the Divine Majeſty than thus 
fo reverſe his Decrees. And upon this hoſtility 
and oppoſition againſt Heaven it 1s, that all the 
private Quarrels, and Combares on Earth are (as 
on their foundation ) ſupegſtructed ; fo that to 
initiate a Dueliſt, his firſt Chafterge muſt be di- 
reed againſt God himſelf. 

14. NOR are theſe falſe meaſures of Ho- 
nour more oppolite to Religion, than Prudence, 
The gloſſes the Srord-mex have put upon the one 
fundamental Law of Not bearing an Injury, have 
introduced ſuch a multitude of ridiculous Pun- 


tiko's, that the next age will be in danger of 


receiving the Fable of Don Q-:/xot for Authen- 

tick Hiſtory. And I ſee not with what juſtice this 

can laughat them in him and his Squire Sazcho, 

and yet think them ſerious enough to govern Men 

in their moſt real and weighty concernments. 

fr would indeed aſtoniſh any ſober perſon to con- 
I 


der, what Chimera's they are, ro which Men ſa- 


crifice all that ought to be dear to them. How 
many Dwels have been fought, how many Men 
kilPd, (when neither of the combatants were ſo 
implacable but that they could willingly have 
compounded the matter) only becaule they 
thought point of Honour exatied it, and the 
declaring it would be inglorious ? Certainly the 
Gallies. is a ſtate of perfeCt liberty, compared 
with this bondage. And were the Releaſe fron 
thoſe neceſſarily to infer a ſubjeQion to this, 
were thoſe Slaves obliged thus to become Gezrle- 

5 men, 
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men, I ſhould ceaſe my wonder why ſo many of 
them have deſpiſed a manumiſſton. For thus to 
have a Man's Eſtate, his Life, yea Soul too, at 
the mercy of Popular breath, (not only to be 
loſt, but lolt by has owa act ) is a {lavery beyond 
all that the moſt abject creature ever groan'd un- 
der. And yet fo prodigioully abſurdis the World, 
as to cut this out for the Benjamiz's | aſs make 
it the eſpecial and peculiar priviledge of Gertle- 
men. They are ſet upon a Theatre, and as the 
Gladzators of old muſt kill one another, only to 
entertain Spectators. And who would not think 
Bedlam the only Seminary to breed Men up for 
ſuch a Trade ? Yet ſo univerſal is this Lunacy, 
that one may ſuſpect the Inſtitution of that Hol- 
pital is perverted, that that incloſes only the So- 
ber perſons, whileſt the Frantick run looſe about 
the World. 

15. BUT perhaps the more Malicious Due/- 
ters willthink SIE exempt from this num- 
ber, becauſe *tis their own ſatisfaftion which 
they deſign in it: their Enemies blaud will 
make ſo delicious a Draught for their Revenge, 
that they gaſp after it, and think it a pleaſure 
well worthy their purſuit. But fure thele differ 
from the former, not as Wile men from Fools, 
but as a worle Natured Fool from a better. He 
that would juſtifie the rationalneſs of any Adven- 
ture, mult proye the Prize at lealt to equal the 
worth of that he hazards for jt. But who that 
conſiders he has a Soul, can ſerioully ſer it at {o 
contemptible a rate ? Or what Man 1n his wits, 
K 4 that 
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that believes a Hell, will ſay the pleaſure ofa Re- 
venge can countervail thoſe pains ? Nay indeed, 
none can with any pretence put it in balance 
with the meer loſs of Life. For he that is kill'd 
( as every Man may be that fights ) can have no 
ſenſe of that pleaſure, and ſo becomes uncapable 
ofthe compenſation,it that, were able to make it. 
' Nay,I ſhall deſcend yet lower,and with ſome con- 
fidence affirm that the uneaſie conſequences even 
of the victory doquite overwhelm the fatisfaQti- 
on. For this I dare refer my ſelf to any of thoſe 
who have had the unhappy Triumph of a Myrde- 
rer, and doubt not that if they w:ll ſpeak their 
experiences, they will tell us that the cry of 
their Adverſaries bloud in their Conſcience, did 
utterly extinguiſh the reliſh of it in their Fancy. 
Or if they were perſons that were hardned againſt 
all ſenſe of Divine vengeance, yet the fear of Hu- 
mane was abundantly enough to defeat them of 
that pleaſure they expected : ſo impoſlible is it 
to gather Grapes of theſe thorns, to reap any con- 
tentment from ſo unchriſtian anattempt. Their 
Revenge is not compleated without Bloud : and 
if they have it, it'proves a Torrent to carry away 
that imaginary Delight they projected from it. 
And then what colour of reaſon can any Man 
bring why he ſhould thus ſel his ſout for nought, 
and become a P/ztozick to Damnation ? — 
16. BU T Revezxge has two ill.matcht quali- 
ties, - Blindneſs and Irppetuolity ; and fo all its 
darts, though they carry force and venome 
enough to deſtroy all about them, yet by being 
OO I} ill 
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ill aimed revert mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhot. Certainly there is not in-the 
World a more prodigious Infatuation, than that 
which rules in this affair. What can be more 
ſenceleſs, than for me, when a Man has don me 
an Injury, to think to wipe off that by expoſing 
my ſelftomore ? When hehas given me the Lye, 
ro invite him to give me the Stab too ? Did ever 
any man —_ to make up a breach by widen- 
ing it? To cloſe his wound by tearing it further ? 
The Phyſicians indeed talk ofa method of curing 
ſome Diſeaſes by Majoration : but ſure Injuries 
are not in the number of thoſe maladies, not ca- 
pable of that way of remedy. The greater may, 
"tis poſſible, overwhelm, but not cure the leſs 
asthe more moderate Pains become inſenſible by 
_ the ſuperveniency of the more acute. YetI pre- 
ſume none will appland his choice, that ſhould 
call for the Rack todrown the pain of a Cut fin- 
ger, which yet is no hyperbolical Emblem of this 

{ort of Revenge. | 
17. BU T beſides all this, our moderxy Gal- 
lantry 15 treacherous to it ſelf, confutes its own 
pretenſion, and whileſt it vainly afſumes the Mo- 
nopoly of Courage, is indeed the meaneſt Co- 
wardiſe in the World. That by which we uſe to 
diſcriminate baſe fear from juſt caution, is the 
formidableneſs of the object feared. No Man is 
reproached for not ſtanding the inundation ofthe 
Sea; but to quake at ſtepping over a Gutter, 
would be a ridiculous timorouſneſs. *Twould 
be neither wonder nor ſhame to run trom the _ 
uit 
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ſuit of a Lion ; but to be chaſed by a barking 
Whelp, is the. property of an Hare, not of a 
Man. And according, to this meaſure, what 
wretched Cowards are our greateſt Heiors? For 
what can be more coatemptible than thoſe unjuſt 
Scorns of Men they fo tremble at? Which if 
they were ſure to be univerſal, yet what real ill 
can they doa Man, who does notby his own fan- 
* cy tend theman edge wherewith to wound him ? 
But neither can this be the Caſe, till all both 
Chriſtianity aad pony be quite worn out of 
the World. For toa Chriſtian, 'tis certain the 
irreligion of fighting a Duel would be the moſt 
infamous thing, andeven to a ſober Heathen the 
folly of it would be ſo too: ſo that hecan bein 
no danger of either of their Reproaches, for de- 
clining 1t. And when theſeare ſet alide, who is 
there whale cenſure can be at all conſiderable ? 
Yet this ſo pitiful deſpicable thing is it, which 
ſo terrifies and amazes them. And how ſhall we 
define Cowardiſe, if this be not it ? 

18. AND as ithas the nature, fo has it the 
Fate of it too, which uſually is by fleeing an ima+ 
ginary danger,” to fall into areal. Men fight, 
that they may not be thought Cowards ; and by 
| fighting they do not only become indeed ſo, but 

alſo ruſh themſelves upon other far more formi- 
dable miſchiefs, run froma Scarcrow into a Pre- 
cipice. And now what a Riddle is this thing they 
call Galautry, which 1o itartles at the weakeſt 
noiſe, yet flands undauntedly the ftroke of a 


Thunderbolt ? They who ſo dread the morooch 
| 0 
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of vain impotent Men, do' yet confidently en- 
counter the anger of the omnipotent God ; andif 
Valour and v4 go 94-4 _ = very diftanr 
things, would confate nry whole argument 
ay. 6h it evident, ras. dare be wr 
Thus by a ſtrange kind of inverted operation their 
Fear makes them bold : would God that 4tipe- 
riſtaſis right go on to work, till that Boldneſfs 
have again brought them roa fear, I mean that 
penitential Fear, proper to thoſe who thus deh- 
berately provoke the Divine Majeſty. 
" 19. A ND that very Deliberation is a circunm- 
ſtance of ſo great an enhanſement, as unmeafu- 
rably heightens the fin. Sudden atts may be ca- 
pable of iome alleviations by the ſurpriſe they 
make on a Man's ſpirit : but contrived and preme- 
ditated Crimes can have no milder appearance 
than of obftinate Rebellion, And this aggrava- 
tion can ſcarce ever be wanting toa Due! ; many 
hours, if not days intervening between the De- 
ſignment and the Execution. And inthat inter- 
val *tis not poſſible for all the Opiate Receipts in 
Satan's Diſpenfatory to keep the Conſcience fo 
drowſie, that it ſhall not ſtartle, but it will un- 
doubtedly repreſent ro a Man che horrour of char 
he is going about : which is no leſs than the enga- 
ging imſelf in a double Murder, his own, and 
is Adverſaries. Fot the wilful hazard of borh 
faſtens on hitn the guilt, though both happen ro 
ſurvive the Combate. But if it be his own fate 


to fall ( as he has much reaſon to expe&t, who 


thus puts himſelf out of God's proteQtion, nay 
| : dares 
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dares his vengeance ) what poſſible hope can re- 
main for him, who thus dies in that very a& of 
the greateſt ſin? We are generally apt to think 
but uncomfortably of thoſe who make away them- 
ſelves :. but certainly many of thoſe deſerve to be 
Canonized, in compariſon with a Man that dies 
in Duel; the Principle of that _ often an ex- 

- ceſſive Fear of God, which fure is leſs culpable, 
than a prophane contempt of him. Beſides the 
temptation in that -caſe 1s uſually more violent 
and impetuous ; it being ( if not begot, yet) che- 
riſht and fomented by Melancholy, the moſt un- 
tractable and obſtinate of all humours : whereas 
the ſuggeſtion to this hath no ſuch Auxiliary to 
aid it, the original of Quarrels being frequently 
from too freea Jollity. And laſtly, that, of how 
heinous a kind fſoever, is yet but a ſingle ſin, 
whereas this, as I {aid before, involves a twofold 
euilt. And of how crimſon a colour muſt that 
{foul appear before God's Tribunal that is thus 
double-dyed in Bloud ! : 

20. AND now who can chuſle butcry out in 
the Prophet E/ay's ſtile, Hear O Heavens, and 
hearken 'O Earth? What ſtrain of wonder and 
amazement can bear proportion with. the deſpe- 
rate madneſs of Men, that can thus knowingly 
and conſideringly ruſh themſelves upon ſuch un- 
ſpeakable miſchiefs ? Eſpecially ſince here they 
wanteven that miſerable Reſerve, which ſerves 
 toembolden them to other ſins, viz. the hope of 
a future repentance. For thoſe that make but 


che ſlighteſt meaſures of that, can ſcarce fanlie 
any 


# 
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any opportunities of it in this caſe : ſince to him 
that dies, their ſeldom remains any ſpace of in- 
terval between his {in and his death, no time for 
thoſe clouds to gather, thoſe penitential ſhowres 
todeſcend, which ſhould waſh away. his bloud- 
guiltineſs; or iftheredid, yet what expeQation 
15 there he ſhould imploy it to any effect ? Such 
preſumptuous conſiderate fins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing but an 
extraordinary grace can remove ; and after fuch 
an high and daring provocation, *tis very reaſon- 
able to expect God ſhould withdraw even the 
loweſt degrees, but ſure not that he ſhould add 
higher. 

21. THESE Conſiderations are allpfthem 
ſo obvious, that they naturally ſuggelt them- 
ſelves. And certainly they are ſo weighty and 
preſſing, that 'tis a Prodigy to ſee they ſhould be 
{o univerſally ineffeQtual : which can proceed 
from nothing but the: want of cloſe and ſerious 
application. Would Men dare but to meet fingle 
with their own ſober thoughts, 'twould certainly 
ſuperſede all other Due/s. There remains there- 
fore nothing for me to add, but to invite them to 
this one Encounter, to beleech them to grapple 
a-while but with the force of Reaſon, a Combate 
of all others the ſecureſt, where to be ſubdued 1s 
more glorious than to conquer in any other : and 
when 1t has deſpoiled them of that falſe courage, 
which expoſes them to ſuch diſmal ruines, to 
permit it to re-inſpirit them with a true one, ſuch 
as may give them daring enough to ſtand up 
againit 
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againſt this ſo:more-than Barbarous.a cuſtom; to 
endeavour:to baniſh it out of Chriſtendom, and fo 
_ takeoff that Reproach which our profeſſion lies 
- under-from {o:tmpious a-prattice, which thaving 
no other Tenure but Preſcription, there needs 
nothing-but Deſuetude to delitroy it. Let every 
Man for his own;part ſtrialy abſtain fromit, ang 
avow the doing:{o, andthen by ceaſing to be a 
#Faſhion, jit-will ceaſe-to be at all. 

22, BU T themiſeryogf it is, no Man will al- 
Jumeto be /eader in this ſo-noble an Enterpriſe, 

to-beginthis:ſo neceſſary a Reformation : -which 
 thoughit have ſo much-more of compliance even 
to carnal Intereſts, than its contrary, that '1 
doubt-not many-wiſh it were univerſal ; yet till 
.it:beo, -they think 'twill be.uncreditable to any 
particular perſon. But were that the certain 
_ eventof it, *tis-ſure that-reproach ought to be-de- 
{piſed, when it comes in competition, with Duty. 
:Inithis caſe the-refolution of David ( as great a 
Sword-wan as any of them) is moſt proper ; 1 
-will yer-bermorewvile-than thus, 2 Sam. 6.22. And 
.certainly.a-man cannot-paſs a more glorjous Mar- 
tyrdom, -than-to ſuffer ignominy upon :; ſuch an 
account. :Iam ſure 'tis a;real ſhame to -{ee that 
:Mencan Offer violence to all their deareſt com- 
-Plicated Intereſts -tocomply with-that unchriſti- 
-;2: cuſtom, yet _cannot croſs a langle jmaginary 
one, :to {upprels it. pn. 

23.'N AY thetruth is, they create PunQi- 
 :hoo's in this caſe, by which themfelves will aot he 
-govern'd in any other. Tn.a:common Fire; does 
any 
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any Man ſuſpend his own endeavours, till he-ſee 
the whole Town running to quench the flame ? 
Or if one of theſe, popular perfons had been of the 
Philiſt ines corpany, when the houſe began to fall, 
Jad. 16. 30. would he have fo dreadedthe'ſingu- 
lariry of a ſolitary eſcape, as not to haveattemp- 
ted it, till ſhoals of others had led the way ? We 
have had ſome experience, under what prejudice 
a publick At? falls, 'that is by its 'makers preclu- 
ded from being a precedent. And ſure thefe Men 
do tacitly .( yet very intelligibly) accuſe the un- 
reaſonablenefs of this fear, whilſt they confine 
it to this ſingle inſtance. And methinks *twere 
bur juſt, -they ſhould berequired to be confenta- 
neous to themſelves, and act in other thinps'by 
the ſame meaſures; which would prove 6 cd 
a penance as were more likely to. reduce them to 
ſobriety, than all-the force of Argument. 

24. BU T- beſides this ſevereRemedy, 'there 
is ſure an Aztidote againſtthis Malaay, a way to 
ſeparate the Duty from the Contempt which 
their fancies have ſo cloſely annext to it : and 
thatis by making their lives fo uniformly Chri- 
ſtian, that it may be evident, 'tis Conſcience, not 
Fear that works with them. "Without" this 'T 
know indeed no fecurity from:reproach. 'For*to 
ſee a Man,whotramples upon allother commands 
of God, catch up this, 'as a Buckler” againſt a 
Challenger, who can be' ſo blindly charitable, as 
to impure this to any thing but Cowardiſe ? Bur 
when the whole tract ofa Man's life 1s one conti- 
nued courſe of Obedience, 'no Man will m—_ en 

ou 
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ſhould violate that upon this occaſion. To this 
may be added a chearful and free expoſing him- 
 Flf toall warrantable dangers, when any publick 
occaſion of hazard is offered : ifhe then ſhew him- 
ſelf daring, 'twill be apparent, that *tis not the 
fear of Death, but Sin,which locks up his Sword 
from private Dzx/s. Or when there is no oppor- 
tunity of this active valour, let him approve his 
paſſive by a contented, nay joyful ſubmiſſion to 
any ſuffering,that attends the diſcharge ofa good 
Conſcience : and of this there is little fear ( in 
theſe days eſpecially) to want occaſions. He 
that does this,will be in no danger to be defamed 
for declining D»els: but on the contrary ſuch an 
equable piety will extort reverence from all; there 
being ſuch a venerable. amability in it, that the 
moſt prophane do even againſt their wills bear it 
ſome inward reſpect. 

25. LE T not Men therefore pretend the 
Fear of Reproach, as an excule, ſince here is {o 
ready a Salvofor that objection : but let them by 
an aſhiduous practice of all other Chriſtian Vir- 
tues, render this alſo ſecure to them, and quali- 
fie themſelves for the propagating it to others. 
And Oh,that we could once 4 all other quarrels 
among(t Geztlemen converted into this one holy 
contention, who ſhould be forwardeſt in this He- 
roick attempt. *Tis the falſe notion of Honour, 
that is one of Satan's principal Citadels, like Z7- 
03 to the Febuſites : and the aſſaulting of that' 

would be an atchievement of ſo much glory, that 
| he that could proſper in it, might juſtly chal- : 
kenge 
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lenge the dignity which Davzd there promiſes, 
2 Sam. 5.8. of _ing Chief and Captain. Here 
then they may lawfully quench their thirſt of 
Honour, yea and that of Revenge too, by wreck- 
ing their utmoſt malice on this their ſo grand 
Enemy. Let it be remembred how long it hath 


. befooled and cheated the World, and beexpoſed 


to all the ſhames and deteſtation of. a diſcovered 
Impoſtor. Nay, let it be brought to a ſolemn 
Arraignment, thoſe innumerable Murders, of 
which it has been guilty, charged onit, andpro- 
ſecuted to death, ſoutterly extinguiſhed, that it 
may never again appear in the World, whullt all 
good men applaud the juſtice, and ſay, So let ab 


. thine enemigs periſh, O Lord. 


26.-HAVING thusrefleted onthe com- 
mon Abuſes of Reputation, all that remains is to 


+ conlider how injurious men are to themſelves in 


their ill managery of this Talent, which might be 
improved not only to their final account,but even 
their preſent pleaſure. For firſt, he that by ſea- 
ſonable advice reſciies any man from a courſe of 
ſin, will infallibly feel ſo unutterable a compla- 
cency 1a having done ſo, that he will find he was 
kind to himſelf, as well as the other, and will 
have no temptation to think himſelf unprofitably 
imployed, though that were to. be his only. Re- 
ward. This bringing ſinners to repentance is {0 
noble, ſo tempting a deſign, that it drew even 
God himſelf from Heaven to proſecute it ; and 
that not by cheap and eaſie means, but by all 


thoſe Sufferings, which humane Nature moſt 
L trembles 
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trembles at : yet ſuch was the joy of Man's falva- 
tion, which was ſer before him, as enabled him to 
endure the Croſs, and deſpiſe the ſhame, Heb. 12. 2. 
How rich a bargain will it then be to a man to 
partake with him in that joy,toſhare with him in 


that prize, upon {o much eaſier terms, to pay but 


a little breath for that which exhauſted hjs blood, 
and to become ( 1n a lower inferiour ſence ) a Sa- 
viour without a Cros ? | 

27. I'N like manner he that by a ſtrict and 
exemplary converſation ſets himſelf up a /azd- 
mark to direct men in this turbulent and dange- 
rous Sea, his light, *tis true, goes forth to others, 
but the warmth and cheriſhing heat of it remains 
within his own breaſt. What chearful, what 
exulting reflexions may he make upon himſelf, 
that can' make good S. Paul's proteſtation. As 
20. 26. that he s pure from the blood of all men ? 
That he hath not by any ſcandalous Example en- 
inared any ſoul ; but on the contrary hath by po- 
fitive illuſtrious acts of Vertue endeavoured fo to 
adorn his Chriſtian Profeſſion, as todraw in Pro- 
ſelytes not to the Name, but the obedience of 
Chriſt? That hath made it his buſineſs to ſtand 
in the Gap, not only by his interceffions with 
God againſt the Plagues, but by his endeavours 
with men againſt the fins of the Nation, and by a 


| ſteady oppoſing himſelfagainſt the inundation of 


profaneneſs and licentiouſneſs, hath invited 
others to give ſome ſtopto thoſe impure torrents ? 
It has always been accounted ſo glorious a thing 


to redeem ones Country from 1lavery, that men 
have 
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have thought their greateſt hazards amply paid 
with the Title ofa Patriot, But there 1s no val- 
fallage fo ignoble, no ſervitude ſd miſerable, as 
thatof Vice, and conſequently no attempr ſo 
worthy, ſo ingenuous, ſo fatisfaQtory to the un- 
dertaker, as to break that yoke. He that aſpires 
to-no more than a private Innocence, 1s only on 
the defenſive part, ſtands upon his guard agaiaſt 
Satan : But he that aims at this ſort of publick 
Reformations,maintains an invalive War againſt 
him, and fo more ſhakes his kingdom. The re- 
ducing of any {inner is the diſpoſſeſling him of ſo 
much of his ofurpt territory, and weakens his 
_ Emnpure an the world. This is indeed the true 
Pablrck Spirit : which though many have pre- 
tended to, from whom we diſcern nothing of 
theſe effects ; yet thoſe very pretenſions bear wit- 
nels to the excellency of the thing, and ought to 
ammatemen tobe indeed, what ſo many have 
coveted tobe thought. | 
28. ISUPPOSE I need notgoon to the - 
other inſtance : every mans ſenſe, withcut con- 
ſulting either his Reaſon or Religion, will be 
able topronounce that 'tis better tobe in Peace 
than Holtility, ro have a whole than a wounded 
body, tokeep ſecurely his own tation, than to 
be hunted likea Partridge on the mountains by the 
avenger of Blood, The greater is the Miracle, 
that men who in all other inſtances devote them- 
ſelves wholly to their ſenſuality, ſhould here on- 
ly abjureir; that when body and foul come 1n 
competition, live as if they had no ſoul, yet up- 
a On 
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on this occaſion can dare, as if they had no bodies. 
Oh that men ſhould be fuch ill husbands of their 
ſufferings, and thus enhance Satan's markets ! 
Alas, Hellisa Purchaſe will never be taken out 
of thetr hands ; how many Chapmen ſoever they 
fee about it, they may ſecure their Eſtate there 
firm enough by tho ſins they have more guſt 
of : why ſhould they be thus madly prodigal to 
out-bid the common rate }, Muft Gentlemen buy 
Damnation, as they uſually do Wares, dearer 
than other men ? How is Perdition become ſo 
amiable, that like Rachel, a double ſervitude is 
- Judged light for it ; whileſt Heaven in the mean 
time, like Leah,zs ſo much depi/ed,that*tis thought 
an injury to have that obtruded pn'them, though 
upon the eaſieſt terms? Certainly they are 
ſtrange transforming Opticks which theſe men , 
make uſe of, Would God they could be but 
perſwaded if not to break, yet at leaſt for a 
while to lay by thoſe falſe Glzfſes, and behold 
things in their genuine and proper ſhapes: and 
\ then F doubt not they will diſcern that Honour to 
be infamy,which ſets men at defiance with God ; 
.and that Reputation then alone becomes eſti- 
mable, when like a River it pays its Tribute to 
the Ocean, promotes his Glory, at whole feet 
Kings ( without diminution ) caſt both them- 
ſelves and Crowns, © 
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SECT. IX 


THE CONCLUSION. 


I.' E have now according to our 
propoſed Method, ſurveyed di- 
| ftintty thoſe ſeveral Advan- 


tages which Gentlemen enjoy, and may ſurely give 
the ſame teftimony which Caleb and Joſhua did of 
Canaan, Numb.14. The Land which we paſſed 
thorow to ſearch it, is an exceeding good Land. 
"Tis arich and fertile Soil wherein theſe men are 
planted, ſuch as hath a natural aptitude and vigour 
to produce the moſt excellent Fruits, But Paradiſe 
#t ſelf required dreſſing, and therefore we find Adam 
had that work aſſigned him in his Innocence. And 
ſurely theſe his Sons may well ſubmit to the ſame 
Li: by the faithful diſcharge whereof they may 
make ſome approaches towards that his priſtine 
ate, ' 
f 2. IT need not be again inculcated, that all theſe 
their Receits have their ſpecial and particular ends 
in Gods affio went. *'T will be more uſeful to remem- 
ber them, how nearly they are concern'd not to per- © 
vert the Counſel of God agatnſt themſelves, by neg- 
leting to give them thetr due expected improve- 
ments. For though he be a moſt liberal, yet is he not 


4 negligent Maſter, but keeps an exact and punctual 
L 3 acconnt 
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account of whatever he thus delivers out, and will yot 

fail ſeverly to avenge the embezeling of his Goods. 
Indeed ſuch an abuſe has fo fatal an Ficacy, that it 
quite changes their Nature, converts them from bleſ- 
ſings to the heavieſt Curſes. would Goda too many 
men had not thus exemplified thetr own deſtructive 
power, and by a kind of Anti-creation brought 
Darkneſs out of Light. 

3. BUT 'tis pity they ſhowld be permitted ta 
ſleep in that Darkneſs, which themſelves have made. 
And therefore if this little Tract ſhall fall into any 

auch hanas, it muſt avow to come apon that uncivil 
yet friendly Errand, to diſturb their reft, to awake 
them to ſome Conſideration, and as Philip's Moni- 
tor was toremember him, that he was but a Man, 
ſo to pnt them in mind, that in the midſt 4 therr 
Gn a—_—_ they are ftill but Stewards, aud 
know not how ſoon their Lord may ſummon them to 
their Acconnts. And with what confuſion and con- © 
fternation muſt they appear at the great Audit, who 
have ſo nnfaithfully manag'd their oy ?T is theres 
fore now no longer time to dally, but by an afſiduons 
care and diligence to endeavonr to redeem their paſt 
il-husbandry, leſt they run the Fate of that Evil 
Servant mentioned, Matth. 24, be {wrpriſed in the 
midſt of” their Inordinasies, and have their portion 
aligned them in weeping and guaſhing of 
teertn, | 

4. AND now what Objeition can they ly 
make againſt this [o meceſſary « Cantion, which is 
founded upon ſuch Motives, as ſhould methinks in- 
fallitly prevail upon all forts of tempers? If they 


ave 
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have any ſenſe of Fear, here are thoſe terrors of the 
Lord, which are amazing enough to ſet even a Bel- 
ſhazzar ( though with the Cup at his Mouth, his Con- 
cubines by his ie) a trembling. Certainly he muſt 
not be only frozen but petrified in deſperate impiety, 
whom even a glimpſe of thoſe eternal flames will not 
be able to diſſolve. 

5. BUT if Fear ( though of God) be too dege- 
neromus a Paſſion for a Gentleman to own, this advice 
can upon as good grounds addreſs it ſelf to their 
Hope : there is as well the Joy of the Lord for the 
Faithful, «s the outer Darkneſs for the unproti- 
table Servant. For though God have Right of ab- 
ſolute Dominion, and might exatt obedience on his 
bare command ; yet he is more pleaſed to ſhew him- 
ſelf a Benefattor than a Lord, and therefore de- 

ſeenas to treat with men by the more gentle and invi- 
ting methods of Promiſes and Rewards. Nay in- 
deed the end of his Commands is only to make us ca- 
pable Subjetts of thoſe Eternal Felicities he deſires 
to beftow. Ana this ſurely is enough to excite men to 
4 diligent negotiating with thoſe T alents they have 
received, ſince it is indeed themſelves they are tra- 
ding for. The Stock it is trae is Gods, but all the in- 
creaſe of it will by his bounty certainly devobve on 
them, And therefore as Naaman's - Servants 
thought the cure he was in a purſuit of, deſerved 4 
[abmiſſion to the ſevereſt Preſcriptions, If the Pro- 
phet had bid thee do fome great thing, wouldft 
thou not have done it ? 2 Kines 5, 3. So ſarely 
we may conclude thoſe endlefſ Joys propoſed by God, 
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are cheaply earned even by the moſt exhauſting Lt 
bours, the moſt vigorous T asks. 


6. BUT ſuch us the tendernef{ and Indulgence 


of our gracious Maſter, ſoearneft his deſire of his diſ- 
penſing his Rewards, that he will not truſt mens ſloth 
and folly with ſuch 4 pretence of defeating them- 
ſelves ; and therefore hath annexed no ſuch Condi- 
tion. Wehave ſeen, through all the ſeveral parts of 
Duty, which conſtitute the Gentleman's Calling, 
that they are of a quite diſtant frame, not Toils but 
Refreſhments, not Tokes but Crowns, ſuch as differ 
only in ſize fram thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they 
tend ; {o that here is bait even to the greateſt Volup- 
Fuary. And wha that obſerves how many ſuch there 
be, would expett this Fruit of Paradiſe ſhould till 
hang untouched ? Tet ſuch a prepoſterous T emper ance 
have they put on, that they are proof againſt all theſe 


allurements, Good God! what contradiftions are 


men made # of ! It is the buſineſs of their lives to 


ur{ue pleaſures, and yet when thoſe of the moſt refi- 
par _- exquiſite ſort Look run ” . _— 
they grom coy, and cannot be courted to receive them, 
We aaily ſee the Devil hath his Martyrs: it ſeems 
he hath his Aſceticks too. And ſo witty is the World 
grown in creating ſins, that they have found aut a fin 
of ſelf-denial. Mould God theſe abſurd Mortifiers 
might be perſwaded to remit ſomewhat of their ſeve- 
rity. The moſt rigid Orders in Religion have ſtill 
 #ndulged ſome relaxation, ſome times of Feſtivity : 
. why ſboull Satan's Votaries be ſo much more zealous 
than God's, as to make their abſtinences ſo perpetual 2 
6h | We 4 
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7. IT ſpeaks indeed the Cruelty of that Maſter 
they ſerve, but ſo it does his Policy alſo. He well 
knows that if theſe Divine Lights ſhould but inſinu- 
ate themſelves, they would ſoon undermine his whole 
Foundation : ſo raviſhing and attrattive are they, 
that nothing but a perfett Ionorance of them can be 
Amulet (aficien againſt their Charms, And there- 
fore it is his —_ concern to keep men fromever 
taſting of them, the leaſt reliſh whereof would be ſure 
to make them deſpiſe all his adulterated Delicacies. 
Ss we ſee he can give ſomerational account of his 
part of the matter, But what can men ſay for them- 
ſelves, who play his Game for him, - even when their 
own Souls are at the ſtake, that at once renounce that 
Eternal intereſt, and Preſent pleaſure ? This is in- 
deed in David's _—_ 2 Sam. 3. 33. todie as a 
Fool dieth. Their hands are not bound, nor their 
feet put into fetters ; no extrinſick hindrance lies on 
them, why they may not ſtretch forth their Hand to 
this Tree of Life, and eat and live happily here 
and gloriouſly tor ever. And yet like Solomon's 
fluggard they hide their hands 1n their boſom, and 
will noe ſo much as bring them to their mouths, 


. Prov. 19. 24. 


8. THIS 3sſo ſtupid a Folly, as none that pre- 
tends to common ſenſe, would in any worldly concern- 
ment be guilty of: Will any man renounce arich un- 
chargeable Reverſion, when he is not only wooed, but 
bribed by a conſiderable Sum in hand not to diſclaims 
it ? I fear there are few ſo mortified to Wealth, 
4s to ao it upon the ſcore of Self-dental ; and ſure no 
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man would be _—_ in his wits, that ſbould do it 
upon any other. For what jealouſies ſoever he had 
- entertained of the Security, or value of that future 
Eſtate, yet the preſent viſible profit would deſerve his 
conſideration. There is but one circumſtance Imaag t- 
able, that could reaſonably avert him, and that is 
the per of Deceit, that the Coin which is offer- 
ed him is falſe and adulterate. And that I may not 
be under a neceſſity of pronouncing ſo many men mad, 
T ſhalt ſoppoſe it not unlikely that this ſcruple Ay 0C- 
cur to them in the rage Caſe. They have ſo long 
brought all their Bullion to Satan's Mint, ſuffered 
him to ftamp their' Pleaſures, that none will ow 
paſt for current with them, which has not his Im- 
preſſ: and upon this account 'tis too probable they 
may diftraft the validity of the preſent Payment, diſ- 
believe the pleaſantneſs of thoſe Duties I have here 
recommenaed to their Enjoyment, as well as Pra- 
| Hice. Nor ſball T defire to impoſe on their belief, 
but ſhall very willingly wave their Faith, and appeal 
zo their Senſe. But then they muſt remember, that 
that is uncapable of judging by any other means but 
Experience : and therefore if all that has been ad- 
areft to their Reaſon be ineffeittual, that remains 
as the laſt reſerve for their comvincement, Let eve- 
ry one of them ſeriouſly and conſcientiouſly ſet 
to the Praftice, ( and allow only for ſo much of 
difficulty, as naturally attends the interrupting 4 
contrary Cuſtom ) and then let him if he can, doubt 
of the Pleaſure, Let him allow himſelf but this 


oze Medium #0 infer it, axd I ſhall defie his diſſent 
FO 
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to the Concluſion. Let him ſow with me this 
handful of Seed in the Tears of true Contrition for 
remembring his Duty and intereſt ſo late, and 1 
ſhall reſt confident he will reap in joy iz this World, 
and carry the news of it to another, even thithey 
alſo bring his ſheaves with him, abundance of 
Fruit to his account, be bleſt here, and crown'd 
eternally, ; 
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A Confeſſun. 


BLESSED Lord, I thy wretched 
Creature, thy not only unprofitable 
and {lothful, but wicked Servant, do 
here proſtrate my {elf at thy Feet, humbly ac- 
knowledging that I have moſt perverſly and 
moſt treacherouſly miſ-imployed thoſe many 
precious Talents wherewith thou haſt intruſt- 
ed me. I have, O Lord, unworthily abuſed 
thoſe common Mercies which thou haſt afford- 
ed me as a Man, anda Chriſtian, my whole 
life having been a continued reſiſtance to the 
DiQates both of Reaſon and Religion. But 
I have yet farther perverted"thoſe more ſpecial 
Liberalities of thine, whereby thou haft aſſayed 
to vanquiſh and melt an ungrateful heart. My 
Knowledge hath had no influence on my Chor- 
ces, but I have obſtinately purſued thoſe ways, 
which I knew led to the Chambers of Death, 
and by advancing my Sins from Ignorances to 
Preſumptions, hath ſerved only to render me 
liable to the, greater number of {tripes. - That 
Wealth whereby I ſhould have glorihed Thee, 
and ſuccoured my Brethren, I have converted 

into 
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into fuel to maintain and accend my Covetoul- 
neſs, Pride and Luxury, ſo levying War 
againſt Thee with thine own Treaſure. Thus 
unfaithful, O Lord, have I been in the un- 
righteous Mammon ; and who then ſhall com- 
mit to my truſt the true Riches? I have waſt- 
ed that Time thou haſt given me, to work out 
my own -Salvation, vainly and impertinently, 
nay often ſo viciouſly and impiouſly, that Idle- 
neſs though a Crying ſin of Sodom, hath been 
the ſilenteft of my guilts, the greater portion 
of my Days having been devoted either to the 
purſuit or enjoyment of my brutiſh Pleaſures, 
 fomaking it my buſineſs to provide for the Fleſh 
to fulfil the Luſts thereof; and of thoſe ma- 
ny Days and Years thou haſt afforded me, how 
few minutes are there of which I can give any 
tolerable account to Thee, or my own Soul? 
Nay, O Lord, as if my ſingle and perſonal 
Impieties had been too little, I have propa- 
gated them to Others, and, have made that Au- 
thority and Eſteem, which thou gaveſt me for 
better purpoſes, the means of enſnaring all 
whom my Intereſt or Example could ſeduce. 
And now, O Lord, how unknown aſtoniſhing 
2 weight of guilt do I lie under, that am to 
anſwer for ſo many Sins of 'Other' men, as 
well as my ſelf, that have thus been a Snare on 
Mizpah, and a: Net ſpread on Mount T abor, 
the Inſtrument of entangling and betraying 
ſo many Souls? O merciful Lord,* who de- 
lighteſt not in the death of a ſinner, look with 
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pity both on them, and me ; Give me a ſincere 
and earneſt Repentance, for my own offences, 
and if it be thy bleſſed will, make me ſome way 
inſtrumental to the begetting the like in them, 
that I may be as contributive to their Recovery, 
| as I have been to their Fall : And let the conſct- 
ouſneſs of my great Sloth and Unfaithfulneſs in 
all the parts of miy Stewardſhip, excite me to a 
more diligent and jnduſtrious improvement of all 
thoſe advantages thou haſt put into my handsfor 
thy glory, the benefit of my Brethren, and the 
eterna: joy of my own ſoul. Grant this, O gra- 
cious Lord, for his ſake, who came to call ſinners 
to Repentance, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


A Thanksgtvihg. 


MOST gracious and moſt bountiful 
Lord, who dolt good unto all, but 
haſt in an extraordinary meaſure 

abounded to me thy unworthieſt Servant. I de- 

ſire with all exuberant thankfulneſs of heart, 
to confeſs and celebrate this thy great good- 
neſs. Lord, thou haſt not been to mea Wil- 
derneſs, a Land of Darkneſs, but haſt cauſed 
my Lot to fall in a fair ground. Thou haſt 
not only given me a Natural, and a capacity 
of a Spiritual life, but haſt alſo enriched me 
with many advantages forthe comfortable ſup- 
port of the one, and the happy improvement of 
the other, above what thou afordeſt to mul- 
titudes of others. Thou - haſt liberally given 
M me 
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me of the Dew of Heaven, and fatneſs of the 
Earth, an aſſurance of all thoſe good” things 


which may both oblige and aſſiſt me chearful- * 


ly. to ſerve Thee. O let not my Heart like 
Gideor's Fleece remain dry, whilſt all about 
it is thus plentifully watered from Heaven ; 
but give me, I beleech thee, ſuch a ſenſe of 
thy Mercy, as may expreſs it ſelf in a con- 
ſtant and zealous Obedience. Thou haſt done 
ſo much for this meaneſt Phnt in thy Vine- 
. yard, dreſt it and fenced it about with Thy 
Grace and Providence ; and having built a 
Wine-preſs, mayelt moſt reaſonably expe 
ſome Cluſters to be brought to it at the Vin- 


tage. O let not ſo gracious, ſo equitable a + 


demand be fruſtrated, when thou lookeſt it 
ſhould bring forth Grapes, let it not bring forth 
wild Grapes ; kt not thoſe Advantages I enjoy 
above others, tempt me to exalt my ſelf, or de- 
ſpiſe them, but grant me always to remember 
that-it is thou only that make(t me differ from 
another, Lord let thy Methods be my Docu- 
ments, thy Diſpenfations of Indulgence to- 
wards me, the Engagements and Bands of the 
cloſeſt and moſt zoviokble Duty, that that Emi- 
nency of condition wherein thou haſt placed me 
in this World, may be an effeCtual Admonition 


to me to be eminent in Vertue, that Men ſeeing 


\% 


. my good Works, may gloritie Thee my Heaven- 
ly Father, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 
bleſſed Saviour, Amen. | 


A 
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A Prayer. 


THOU moſt Righteous and-Impar- 
tial Judge, who deſpiſelt not the 
mean, nor accepteſt the perſons of the 
Mig ty. Make me always to remember and ſer1- 
ouſly to conſider, that none of thoſe outward 
Priviledges I enjoy among men, can exempt me 
from thy ſevere Tribunal, but that I ſhall one 
day be brought to Judgment, as for all that I 
have done in the fleſh, ſo particularly for thoſe 
{ſpecial and peculiar Advantages, whereby thou 
haſt diſcriminated me from my meaner Bre- 
thren: And oh let theſe Terrors of the Lord 
timely per{wade, yea conſtrain me to a chear- 
ful imploying of all I have received, to thoſe 
ends for which thou haſt beſtowed them. Lord, 
grant that the Knowledge thou haſt given me, 
may have ſuch an efficacy on my Practice, 
that it may always guide, never upbraid me. 
And as thou haſt opened thy hand wide to me 
in temporal plenty, ſo enlarge my heart in 
Thankfulneſs toward thee, and in Compaſſion 
and Bounty toward thy poor Members: I am 
not ſtraitned by thee, O let me not be {trait- 
ned in my own bowels; let neither Covetoul- 
neſs nor Riot make me poor in the- midit .of 
Riches, but grant me that true Enjoyment 
which conſiſts in a Charitable diſpenſing of 
them, thar forſaking all the unfatisfying nau- 
{cated pleaſures of Luxury, I may purchaſe to 

2 my 
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my ſelf that more ſolid tranſcending delight of 
ſuccouring the diſtrefles of my fellow-Chriſtia- 
ans. Lord, ſuffer not my wealth. to be only 
a lading with thick Clay, nor the Ruſt of it 
to bear witneſs againſt me, but rather make 
me of the number of thoſe that need relicf, 
than of thoſe who want hearts.to give it. And 
fince in thy gracious Providence thou haſt 
placed me- in a condition of eafe and vacancy, 
O let me not pervert it intoa life of Idleneſs 
and Senſuality, let me not be leſs, but better 
buſied than other men. O never ſuffer me to 
incur the guilt of reproach of þeing more re- 
miſs or indifferent in my entercourſe- with 
Thee, than others are of their Traffique with 
the World, of having leſs care of my own and 
other mens immortal Souls, than they have of 


their corruptible bodies; but make me fo in- . 


duſtriouſly to husband every minute of that 
precious Time thou lende(t me here, as may 
be in order to a bleſſed Eternity both of my 
ſelf, and as many more as thou ſhalt put with- 
in my reach. O let nor any perſons ever have 
cauſe to accuſe their relation to me, for be- 
traying them to Sin here, or Miſery hereafter ; 
but grant that all that are under my care or 
power, may receive ſuch wholeſome influence 
trom me, as may nouriſh all Chriſtian Practice 
among them; And, Lord, grant that my Ex- 
ample may be ſuch to all, that I never prove to 
any an occaſion of Falling: Let me gever con- 
tribute to that power and empire which Vice 

has 
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has gotten inthe world, but with a ſteady cou- 
rage oppoſe all impiety, how cuſtomary or ſuc- 
celfu ſoever'; Let. me think nothing Honour- 
able, but what bears thy ſtampand impreſs on 
it, but engage, and animate, and inflame my 
benumm'd breaſt, to the moſt eager and vigorous 
endeavour of recovering diſcountenanc'd Ver- 
tue to ſome eſteem and reputation among men. 
And, O Lord, grant that by an aſſiduous Pra- 
Ctice of all Duty, I may arrive to ſuch a guſt 
and reliſh of it, as may utterly ſupplant an 

ſenſual delights in my own heart, and may al- 
ſo qualifte me experimentally to aſſure others 
how ſweet the Lord is, that I may be an effe- 
ctual (though unworthy) Inſtrument in thy | 
hand of drawing many to the Obedience of 

Chriſt, and that renouncing all the vain tor- 
turing Ambitions of this World, I may aſpire to 
no other honour but that of being approved by 
Theeas a good and faithful Servant ; that by thy 
mercy having my infirmities covered, and my 
Sincerity accepted, I may at laſt be admitted in- 
to the Joy of my Lord,through the merits of Je- 
= Chriſt my bleſſed Saviour and Mediator. 

- | 
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